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A Note From the Pastor
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

     Our time in Genesis wraps up just as our summer shifts into a new
school year. It was a summer that welcomed creativity in worship:
coloring pages, trees and gardens on the choir loft walls, new hymns
from new hymnals, and time during the week to share a meal and
discuss scripture with the pastors. I hope that our creative focus in
worship added new twists to the familiar passages in Genesis. 

     From the beginning book of the bible to the beginning months of
fall, there will be many opportunities to live life together. In worship,
we will highlight the experiences of those who volunteer with our
mission partners and share opportunities to get involved. Outside of
worship, our six weeks of small groups will begin in mid-September
with on-campus and off-campus group options, as well a combined
group with Holy Innocents Episcopal and Sandy Springs United
Methodist. And of course, We will continue to look for cool weather
days in the fall to worship outside! 



June 30, 2026 Actual YTD 2025 Budget

Member Giving Pledge $287,172 $460,000

Member Giving Non-
Pledge

$31,339 $60,000

Loose Offerings $4,096 $7,500

Total YTD $322,607 $527,500

2026 Session Members &
Ministry Teams

Moderator(s)
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
Rev. Shari Freeman

Clerk of Session
Donna Neumann

Christian Education
Carrie Southard

Congregational Care
Barbara Brooks
Sharon Murphy

Fellowship
Keith Bumgarner
Joey Noszek
Ed Spain

Finance/Administration/
Stewardship
Ben Cumming

Outreach
Mike Havey
Kathryn Wade

Senior Adults
Mary Lea Woods

Witness
Piper Neumann

Worship
Penny Kiel
Donna Martin

     We will also welcome our mission partners back to an improved
campus! Our patience during the ongoing construction on the roads
around our church, and now in our own backyard, will be rewarded with
a larger parking lot, improved walking access, increased safety features
for children on campus, and a completely recreated Frontier
playground. These projects will further ground us as a hub of fellowship
and play in our community, a community that is becoming more and
more walkable. 

     During the Lower School’s closing chapel service last May I
encouraged the students to rest for a while then comeback recharged
and ready to go. Soon we will once more live into the rhythm of life
together on our campus, and that recharged energy is ready to be
unleashed! The time to Welcome, Worship, Share, and Serve is here. 

Peace,
-Isaac

   



 VOLUNTEER TEAMS

Needing another perspective and a listening ear without
judgment? Your Stephen Ministers are here to walk with you
through trying times. Their goal is to provide presence and
listening so that you can be empowered to clarify your path
forward. Confidentiality and the presentation of resources you
may not know about are part of the relationship with your
Stephen Minister. 

Please contact Pat Bartee or a pastor if you are ready to be
involved.

SUNDAY MORNING
MEMBER PICKUP

Barbara Brooks
Donna Martin
Ed Spain
Htet Nyunt
Jeanne Gilliland
Jim Loth
Joann Fifield
John Barber
John Christian
Keith Bumgarner
Lisa Cumming
Mark Fifield
Mike Havey
Pat Bartee
Sally Williams
Sharon Murphy
Sujay Galen
Susan Fields

SOUNDBOOTH
 VOLUNTEERS

Sujay Galen
Bruce Morine
Doug Sawyer
Chris Duncan
Piper Neumann
Graham Duncan
Mark Fifield

LITURGISTS
Allison Eustis
Amy Kiley
Ann Dillion
Anna Morine
Anubhav Tirkey
Barbara Brooks
Barbara Pirkle
Ben Cumming
Beppie Lever
Betsy Cozine
Bob Addison
Bob Martin
Bruce Hagenau
Bruce Morine
Bruce Northrop
Carol Beckman
Cathy Jenkins
Charlie & Glenn Grove
Charlie Gray
Christy Hill
Chuck Toney
Dale Morine
David Barclift
David Hill
Deb Galloway

2026 
CONNECTION SNACK

 PROVIDERS
Donna Martin
Angie Graham
Mike & Kathy Havey
Sybil Washington
Sarah Chalpan
Kathryn Wade
Mary Kilgore
Mavis Boadi
Christy Hill
JoAnn Fifield
Allison Eustis
Dale & Anna Morine
Stacia Minton
Holly Duncan

LITURGISTS
Debbie Barclift
Dee Bradford-Smith
Diane Bumgarner
Dick Freeman
Donna Martin
Donna Neumann
Doug Sawyer
Ed Spain
Gail Williams
George Hammett
Gill Hutt
Gloria Gillespie
Guy Lever
Helen Bigham
Holly Duncan
Htet Nyunt
James Wolters
Jeanne Gilliland
Jeff Schneider
Jim Loth
Joan Rownd
Joann Fifield
Joey Noszek
Jon Barber
Julie Chesnutt
Kathryn Wade
Kathy Harbin
Kathy Havey
Keith Bumgarner
Ken Mead
Kendra Boyer
Kirk Pumphrey
Lisa Cumming

LITURGISTS
Lois Johnson
MacKenzie Truitt
Malinda Holmes
Marguerite Nelson
Mark Fifield
Mary Kilgore
Mary Lea Woods
Mary McClurg
Mavis Boadi
Meg Christian
Mike Havey
Minnie Robinson
Moira Speirs
Pat Bartee
Pat Davis
Penny Kiel
Piper Neumann
Sam McClurg
Samantha Block
Sarah Chalpan
Sarah Teja
Scott Martin
Sharon Murphy
Sophie Galen
Stacia Minton
Stan Williams
Steve Ray
Steve Whisenant
Sujay Galen
Susan Fields
Sybil Washington
Tara Allen
Tim Southard
Wendy Hagenau
Wit Truitt



EMORY BRAIN HEALTH EVENT
We are thrilled to once again partner with Emory’s Goizueta Brain Health Institute in offering a

community event focused on dementia. Make plans to join us for this important discussion, and let us
know if you would like to volunteer in welcoming guests.



Clifton Sanctuary Ministries 
MVPC provides dinner for the men’s shelter on the third Sunday of each month. Thank you to Carol
Beckman and to the Young Adults for providing the monthly dinner in June and July, respectively. 
  

VA Domiciliary

The blue bag recipient organization for July was the VA Domiciliary, which provides residential

rehabilitative programming for Veterans facing homelessness, mental health, and/or substance use

disorders. We collected new men’s and women’s clothing, shaving supplies, and personal hygiene items to

support the residents.

OUTREACH
Zambia Mission 
On June 7, Gabriel Walder, CEO of Alliance for Children Everywhere (ACE) provided
a Minute for Mission during the 10:30 service. Following the service, the Outreach
Committee hosted a catered luncheon for the congregation in Fellowship Hall. Jake
Hughes and Gabriel Walder provided updates on the current activities and mission
of the organization, highlighting MVPC’s significant contribution to this life changing
effort. 

International Women’s House 

The blue bag recipient organization for June was IWH, which provides shelter and
support services for refugee and immigrant women and their children who are the
victims of domestic abuse, as well as support services for young women who are the
victims of sex trafficking. We collected items to help mothers and their children who
have reached the point of transitioning into independent housing by giving them
new items to get their kitchen set up. We had great support from the congregation
this month and received everything from utensils and cutting boards to paper
products, cleaning supplies, and pots/pan sets. The congregation also donated
some Target and Walmart gift cards. The Circle of Grace helped with purchasing
many items in support.

Local Schools
Many books were distributed to students in the Sandy Springs Education
Force (SSEF) Summer Book Club. A group of MVPC members of all ages
gathered in Gailey Hall on July 12 to sort books for SSEF, some of which will
be used for the Trunk or Treat in October. As usual, Beppie Lever had the
group well organized! 



ZAMBIA NEWS
Dear Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church,
On behalf of Alliance for Children Everywhere Zambia, it is our privilege to write this impact report in recognition of
your generous donation. Your gift has set in motion a meaningful change in the lives of children at Jana Christian
School, and we are very grateful for your trust and commitment to their future.
In Zambia, access to computers in schools remains a rare privilege rather than a standard resource. For learners in
communities like the one Jana Christian School serves, the digital world can feel entirely out of reach. Your gift is a
direct act against that reality. Seven (7) HP desktop computers were purchased in full with the funds you entrusted
to us. These computers will sit at Jana Christian School Library where children who previously had inconsistent
access to computers will soon be learning, exploring, and building skills for their futures consistently.

JANA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Jana Christian School is a community institution,
where 369 students come each day to receive an
education that their families believe will open doors
for them. Its teachers work hard to prepare children
not only academically but as whole. What has been
missing, is access to sufficient tools that have become
fundamental to 21st-century learning.

Computer literacy is no longer optional in today's world. Children who leave school without the ability to navigate a
keyboard, conduct research online, or operate basic software are at a lasting disadvantage. The educators at Jana
Christian School have long understood this, and your donation gives them the means to begin closing that gap in a
real, practical way.
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Your donation of $6,000 was received and converted to Zambian Kwacha at the prevailing exchange rate of K17.2 to
$1, yielding a total purchasing value of K103, 200 with each computer valued at k13, 500 amounting to k94. 500
leaving a balance of K8, 700 which will be used for the installation of operating systems and extension cables for
connecting. An official invoice for the purchase of computers is attached to this report for your records and
verification. 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT
Jana Christian School reopens on 11th May 2026, and installation is scheduled to take place at that time so that
learners can begin using the equipment from the very first days of the term. Once the school term is underway and
students are actively engaging with the computers, we will prepare and share a comprehensive impact story that
captures real stories from the classroom.
WITH GRATITUDE
On behalf of every learner at Jana Christian School who will sit at one of those desks and see a world open up before
them, thank you! Your donation represents a belief in children you have never met, in a school you may never visit
and in a future you are helping to make possible from afar.

Sincerely
Alliance for Children Everywhere Zambia



 ZAMBIA NEWS



From Poverty to Promise:
Three Stories of Hope

From Poverty to Promise:
Three Stories of Hope

From Poverty to Promise:
Three Stories of HopeSESSION SUMMARY

Session Activities – July 2026

After a June hiatus, Session had two meetings in June. 

Called Session meeting, 7/19/26 
We examined Piper Neumann and voted unanimously that she be ordained and
installed as a ruling elder. Piper will complete the unexpired term of Lois Johnson,
which ends in January 2026. 

Piper was ordained and installed during the 7/19/26 worship service. 

Stated Session Meeting, 7/19/26
We heard reports from mission teams. Congregational Care shared that we have a
particular need for drivers who can transport members living in nearby senior homes
to church. We have also begun receiving requests from older members who would
like a ride from their home. The team will continue to explore options for
communicating and meeting these needs. 

We decided to change the name of the Senior Adult Ministry team to Active Adults,
to encourage adults of any age to participate. 

Rev. Toney-Schmitt shared he has signed up for a program sponsored by Duke on
ministering to individuals with disabilities. 

We discussed the mission and tasks of each ministry team. In future meetings, we
will explore whether restructuring of Session is needed. This will be an input to the
work of the Church Nominating Committee, which nominates ruling elders. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Neumann



AUGUST CALENDAR
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Mary Sanford 
Rebecca Simon
Lorry Clark
Robin Truitt
Susan Fields
Carol Beckman 
Ed Taylor
Peter Thomas
Martha Baitcher
Sally Williams
Chris Sprung 
Debbie Barclift
Aubrey Forlines
Connor Hughes
Andrew Sevcik
Gail Williams
Mike Havey
Gill Christian
Warren Gray Jr. 
Verne Bliss

                    8/1
                      8/1
                     8/3
                     8/4

                  8/6
                         8/6
                       8/6

                 8/7
                          8/8

                  8/11
                  8/14

                            8/14
                            8/16

                        8/16
                     8/18
                    8/18

                          8/20
                        8/21

                           8/24
                        8/25

                   8/25
           8/27

                         8/29
                8/29

                  8/29
                    8/30

August Birthdays

Susan Sawyer    
Jeff Chesnutt                      
Joanna Mielke                    
Julie Northrop                    
Sarah Northrop                 
Moira Speirs                        
Chris Duncan                      
Wendy Hagenau                 
Paul Wade                            
Douglas Sawyer                  
Alma Dowdakin                  
Bob Boyer                             
Brad Hahn                            
Lois Johnson                        
Nnaoke Ufere                     
David Barclift                     
Pat Bartee                           
Tom Rounds                        
Linda Bliss                           
A.J. Cole, Sr.                        
Kathryn Wade                   
Pieter Badenhorst            
Ethan Ray                           
Cameron Gray                 
Kyle Hagenau                   
Nneka Ufere                     

EVENTS TO CELEBRATE

       7/1
7/3

     7/4
7/5
7/5
7/7

 7/7
 7/11
7/12
7/12
7/14

 7/15
7/16
7/18

 7/19
 7/24
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/30

Quinn’s 1  Birthday!st

Staff Birthday Lunch

Sam McClurg was awarded a
“75 years of Scouts Participation”

award!

July Birthdays

Los Ninos Sunday!



Bob Addison - prayers for another good report as he goes for his six month checkup to be sure he is still cancer
free
Carol Beckman - praise and thanks that her PET scan showed there is no cancer! 
Dee Bradford-Smith - prayers of thanks that after 17 weeks of healing, she can now drive on her own
Betsy Cozine - prayers of support and comfort as she has moved to Florida to live with her daughter and be
closer to her grandchildren
Nancy (Fletcher) Vaughn: prayers of thanksgiving that her exploratory surgery was a success and no further
surgery is required
Gerald Fudge - prayers that he completes tests so his doctors can determine the best options for treating his
cancer
Sherri Galloway - sister of Debbie Galloway, has been approved for a lung transplant but must go through
additional testing first
Gail Hakim - prayers for a return to good health who is experiencing several health concerns
George Hammett - gratitude that the doctors have scheduled an embolization procedure in early August
Nancy Kennedy - gratitude that surgery on her wrist after a fall went well and hopes her cast will come off
and healing will continue on her right hand
Kathryn Mackie - prayers as she deals with dementia and Alzheimer's. Moira Spiers is thankful to be able to
spend time with her in Scotland 
Kathy Whitacre-Stewart - (daughter of Dave & Nan Whitacre, cousin to Debbie Galloway) is suffering from
COPD, emphysema and fibromyalgia. Prayers for the surgeons to determine the best path of treatment and
for the treatment to be successful

Do you need prayer?
Have our Prayer Vine pray for you!

Email your requests to barbara@babrooks.com

PRAYER VINE



Return Service Requested

P.O. Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA  30358

Got News?  We’d love to hear from you! Send us your news so we can celebrate,
laugh, and/or cry with you. After all, we are FAMILY. Deadline for news is the third
Wednesday of each month for the next month’s newsletter. Send your submission to
debbie@mvpchurch.org.

If you no longer wish to receive the Good News, 
please send an email to debbie@mvpchurch.org.

Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church Staff
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes       Interim Senior Pastor                  kate@mvpchurch.org
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt    Associate Pastor                          isaac@mvpchurch.org
Rev. Shari Freeman               Associate Pastor                          shari@mvpchurch.org
Steve Ray                                Church Finance & Operations  steve@mvpchurch.org
Debbie Nysewander            Administrative Assistant            debbie@mvpchurch.org
Yvonne White                         Financial Assistant                       yvonne@mvpchurch.org
Jill Hudson                               Music Director                              jill@mvpchurch.org


	MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
	GOOD NEWS REACHING OUT TO ... WELCOME. WORSHIP. SHARE. SERVE.
	A Note From the Pastor Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
	Our time in Genesis wraps up just as our summer shifts into a new school year. It was a summer that welcomed creativity in worship: coloring pages, trees and gardens on the choir loft walls, new hymns from new hymnals, and time during the week to share a meal and discuss scripture with the pastors. I hope that our creative focus in worship added new twists to the familiar passages in Genesis.
	From the beginning book of the bible to the beginning months of fall, there will be many opportunities to live life together. In worship, we will highlight the experiences of those who volunteer with our mission partners and share opportunities to get involved. Outside of worship, our six weeks of small groups will begin in mid-September with on-campus and off-campus group options, as well a combined group with Holy Innocents Episcopal and Sandy Springs United Methodist. And of course, We will continue to look for cool weather days in the fall to worship outside!
	continued on next page
	IN THIS ISSUE
	Volunteer Teams
	Emory Brain Health
	Outreach
	Zambia News
	Session Summary
	August Calendar
	Events to Celebrate
	Prayer Vine

	June 30, 2026
	Actual YTD
	2025 Budget
	Total YTD
	$322,607
	$527,500

	2026 Session Members & Ministry Teams
	Moderator(s) Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt Rev. Shari Freeman
	Clerk of Session Donna Neumann
	Christian Education Carrie Southard
	Congregational Care Barbara Brooks Sharon Murphy
	Fellowship Keith Bumgarner Joey Noszek Ed Spain
	Finance/Administration/ Stewardship Ben Cumming
	Outreach Mike Havey Kathryn Wade
	Senior Adults Mary Lea Woods
	Witness Piper Neumann
	Worship Penny Kiel Donna Martin

	VOLUNTEER TEAMS
	2026  CONNECTION SNACK  PROVIDERS Donna Martin Angie Graham Mike & Kathy Havey Sybil Washington Sarah Chalpan Kathryn Wade Mary Kilgore Mavis Boadi Christy Hill JoAnn Fifield Allison Eustis Dale & Anna Morine Stacia Minton Holly Duncan

	EMORY BRAIN HEALTH EVENT
	OUTREACH
	ZAMBIA NEWS
	JANA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

	ZAMBIA NEWS
	SESSION SUMMARY
	From Poverty to Promise: Three Stories of Hope
	Session Activities – July 2026


	AUGUST CALENDAR
	EVENTS TO CELEBRATE
	July Birthdays
	August Birthdays

	PRAYER VINE
	Do you need prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to barbara@babrooks.com

	P.O. Box 76051 Sandy Springs, GA  30358

