
 ​ MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
​ TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
​ AUGUST 16, 2026, 10:30 am 
 

​ Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.  
​ ​ †​ You are invited to stand when you see this symbol. 

 

 

 
 
​ ​ GATHERING 

 
​ RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
​ GATHERING MUSIC ​ “Reckless Love”​ by  Cory Asbury 

​ ​​ Asa Pedi, vocals 
 
​ WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS​ ​ Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
 
​ OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
 



 
 
 
† CALL TO WORSHIP ​ ​  

 ONE: ​ Here, in this place, God welcomes all the dreamers, as well as the doubters: 
 ALL: ​ Here, the worriers and wanderers can call on God by name. 
 ONE:​ Here, in this time, we can remember all the ways God has graced us: 
 ALL: ​ Here, in these moments, we are reminded that God is with us, always! 
 ONE: ​ Here are gathered those daring enough to step out of comfort into the unknown:​  
 ALL:​ Here, in this place, we seek the courage to cry out, 'God, save us!' Let us worship God! 

 
† OPENING HYMN (#307)​ “God of Grace and God of Glory”​  
 
† PRAYER OF CONFESSION ​ ​ Rev.  Shari Freeman 

Loving God, we confess that we do not always understand your ways. We are easily discouraged 
when life takes unexpected turns, and our carefully laid plans and dreams come to nothing. 
We confess that we are quick to give up when things get difficult, and quick to question your 
purpose for our lives. Forgive us. Grant us patience to wait for your timing. Open our eyes to 
recognize how you lead us. Give us courage to step out in faith and obedience, trusting your 
leading even when we cannot see the outcome  … (silent confession) … Amen. 

 
† ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

ONE:​ … In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
ALL: ​ Thanks be to God! 

 
† RESPONSE (#399, 2x) ​ “God Welcomes All”  
​ ​ ​  God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

​ God’s love is strong, and it never ends. 
 
​ CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 

All children of God are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.  
Afterward, the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel. 

 
† PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 
 
 



 
​ ​ ​ THE WORD 

 

​ PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION​ ​ Wendy Hagenau 
 

​ SCRIPTURE​ Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45 
​ ​ Genesis 37:12-28​ Rev. Toney-Schmitt 

 
​ SERMON​ “Carefully Laid Plans” 
 
​ ​ ​ RESPONSE 
 

† HYMN (#753)​  “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” ​  
​
† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Second Helvetic Confession 5.044, Inclusive Language) ​Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 
 

Therefore, in regard to evil or sin, humanity is not forced by God or by the devil but does evil by their 
own free will, and in this respect each one has a most free will. But when we frequently see that the 
worst crimes and designs of humanity are prevented by God from reaching their purpose, this does 
not take away each one’s freedom in doing evil, but God by divine power prevents what humanity 
freely planned otherwise. Thus Joseph’s brothers freely determined to get rid of him, but they were 
unable to do it because something else seemed good to the counsel of God. 

 
​ PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

… Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
   OFFERTORY​                                            “Homeward Bound” ​ by Marta Keen, arr. Jay Althouse

​ ​ ​ ​ Anthony Menardi, Tenor, Keenan Kade, Baritone 
 

If you would like to contribute financially to Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church or its mission,  
Ushers will be stationed at the doors of the narthex to accept your gifts.  

 
† DOXOLOGY  (#80, 2x)​ “You Shall Go Out with Joy” 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth in peace;  
The mountains and the hills will break forth before you; 

There’ll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands (clap, clap) (3x) 

While you go out with joy! 
† PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING​ ​ Wendy Hagenau 



 
   SENDING 

 
† CLOSING HYMN (#175)​ “Seek Ye First”​  
​ ​  
† BENEDICTION​  

 
​ POSTLUDE​                            ​ “Hymn to Joy”​ arr. Albert L. Travis 

 
The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred worship 

experience to the secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart during the postlude, or 
hang around and hear the grand Mount Vernon organ!  

 
Liturgy sourced from Re:Worship.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes, Interim Senior Pastor 

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor 
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist 
Liam Jacobs, Contemporary Musician 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We are located at: 471 Mt Vernon Hwy NE, Sandy Springs, GA 30328 

Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 76051, Sandy Springs, GA 30358 
mvpchurch.org  

CCLI License #2404763 



Upcoming Services/Events:
           August 23   Worship Service, Psalm 146, Genesis 38, Rev. Shari Freeman
           August 23   Emory Brain Health Event: Called to Care, 1-3pm   
           August 25   Taize Service, 7pm
           August 30   Worship Service, Psalm 133, Genesis 45:1-15, 50:15-20 
                                 Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes

SCAM ALERT: Please do not respond to any text or email that appears to be from any
of our pastors or staff members requesting money or gift cards. If you have any  
questions about emails from staff, please contact the church office.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! KICK OFF SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Join us as we kick off the new program year on Sunday, September 13, and stay for
Ford's Famous Barbeque for Lunch compliments of the MVPC Foundation! We'll have a
presentation by the Foundation about their work and a chance to share more thoughts
with the PNC as they continue their work towards calling the next pastor of MVPC.  

Emory Brain Health Event, Called to Care: Supporting caregivers, families, and people
living with Dementia, Sunday, August 23 at 1pm. Memory screening will be available
free to registrants. We need volunteers! Please use this Signup Genius to sign up:
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BAFAA2FA0F4C16-65047200-called

Movie Matinee: Saturday, August 29, at 1pm. We will be meeting in the Session room
to watch George Burns in the 1977 comedy "Oh, God!" Please sign up in the Narthex
and join us for fun and movie treats. Everyone is welcome!

Book Sorting: Sunday, August 30. Please join immediately after church in Gailey Hall
where we will be sorting books for Sandy Springs Education Force to benefit our local
schools. We have volunteer opportunities for all capabilities, and no experience is
required! We will be serving pizza!

Our August Communion Offering is new school supplies for the Sandy Springs
Education Force Teacher’s Closet. SSEF creates targeted programs that educate,
inspire and prepare public school students in Sandy Springs for a competitive world.

MVPC ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR AUGUST 16, 2026

Sunday School

9:30-10:15am
Connections10-10:25am

Worship
10:30-11:30am

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BAFAA2FA0F4C16-65047200-called


Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room, and there are chairs for nursing & holding babies, and toys for
toddlers.

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets at 9:30am in the Chapel and is using the curriculum
“The Present Word”. Crossroads meets at 9:30am in the Session Room, and is using a DVD
series titled The History of Christian Theology by Prof. Phillip Cary of Eastern University. Contact
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information.

Presbyterian Women: We are looking forward to another year of Presbyterian Women! Our
first Bible Study will be on Tuesday, September 8 at 10:30 in the Session Room. Jeanne Gilliland
will teach Lesson One: Unity in Christ, Wisdom from God in the Horizons Bible Study United
Through Christ, Bound to Each Other.  The study guide will be available for purchase ($10). The
Book Circle will meet on Friday, September 11 at 10:00 in the Session Room. Sarah Chalpan
will lead a review of The Blue Castle (fiction, 1926) by L. M. Montgomery.  Circle of Grace will
meet September 13 at 5pm.

Stephen Ministry: The summer is ending and fall will arrive at its own pace. As your house
empties of children, grandchildren, and house guests, take a moment to reflect and take care
of your own concerns. If having a trained, trustworthy companion along for that inner journey
would help, your Stephen Ministry is here for you. To contact us, call and leave a message for
Pat Bartee, leader or ask a pastor to refer you.
 
Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Rev. Joanna Adams family, Bob Addison, Rick Davis (friend of Charlie Gray),
Sonhui Davis, Gerald Fudge, Sherri Galloway, Gail Hakim, George Hammett, Nancy Kennedy,
Mary Lynch (Felicia Hutt’s mother), Kathryn Mackie, Kathy Whitacre-Stewart, our homebound &
isolated members, PNC, ACE, CAC, Los Niños Primero, Clifton Sanctuary Ministries, Israel/Gaza,
Ukraine, Myanmar, Venezuela, and Zambia.

 Attendance 8/9:       Sanctuary: 94     Online: 14

Financial Update
As of August 13, 2026
Pledge Member Giving
Member Giving Non-Pledge
Non-Member Giving & Loose Offering
Total

Actual YTD
$  332,470
$     43,442
$       4,900
$  380,812

2026 Budget
$      460,000
$        60,000
$           7,500
$      527,500

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or the Good
News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org

Giving

Make sure to follow us
on social media to

stay up to date!


