
 

​ MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
​THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
​JUNE 14, 2026, 10:30 am 

 

​Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.  
​ ​ †​ You are invited to stand when you see this symbol. 

 

 
Sarah and Abraham Offer Hospitality to the Visitors,  

San Vitale, Italy; mosaic, c. 546-547 

 
 

​ GATHERING 
 

 
GATHERING MUSIC                                   “Song From A Secret Garden”​       by Rolf Lovland 

William Chettleburgh, violin 
​  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Rev. Shari Freeman 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

 
 



 
 
 
† CALL TO WORSHIP (A variation on Psalm 116) ​ ​ Rev. Shari Freeman 

 ONE: ​ We love the Lord our God because God listens to us when we call. 
 ALL: ​ God hears everything from our mouths, our hearts, our minds.​  
 ONE:​ To everything and everyone that God hears, God offers compassion and forgiveness.  
 ALL: ​ What should our response be but to sing and pray and speak of God’s blessings?! 
 ONE: ​ We shall complete what we promised to God as one body in this holy place.  
 ALL:      ​We are ready to offer ourselves to God! Let us worship God! ​  

​ ​  
    † OPENING HYMN (#353)​  “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”​  
 

† PRAYER OF CONFESSION ​ ​ Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 
God of the Stranger, you teach us how to give and how to receive with grace. Like Abraham 
and Sarah, we give ourselves over to you and yet hold something back. We extend our 
offering of appreciation and thanksgiving, and we wonder if it is enough. We share our 
blessings with others, and we doubt the blessings that are shared with us. Forgive us God, and 
teach us to live in the hospitality of giving and receiving … (silent confession) … Amen. 

 
† ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

ONE:​ … In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
ALL: ​ Thanks be to God! 

 
† RESPONSE (#399, 2x)​  “God Welcomes All” 

    God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 
     God’s love is strong and it never ends. 

 
 
​    CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 

(All children of God are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.  
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

 
† PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION​ ​ Susan  Fields 
 
SCRIPTURE                                       ​  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
​                                             ​    Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7​ Rev. Shari Freeman 

 
 
SERMON                                            ​ “Unimaginable Grace”​               

 
 

   RESPONSE 
 
† HYMN (#39)​                                                  “Great is Thy Faithfulness” ​  
​ ​ ​  
† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Confession of 1967, Inclusive Language Version)​ Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

Jesus Christ has given the church preaching and teaching, praise and prayer, and Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper as means of fulfilling its service of God among all people. These gifts remain, but the 
church is obliged to change the forms of its service in ways appropriate to different generations and 
cultures. In praise and prayer the church commits itself afresh to its mission, experiences a deepening 
of faith and obedience, and bears open testimony to the gospel.  

 
​ PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

… Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY                                               ​  “You Raise Me Up”​ arr. by Stephen DeCesare 

​ ​ ​ William Chettleburgh, violin 
 
† DOXOLOGY (#80)                            ​ “You Shall Go Out With Joy” 
 
† PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING​ ​ Susan Fields 

​  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

    SENDING 
 
† CLOSING HYMN (#838)              ​ “Standing on the Promises” ​  
 
† BENEDICTION​  
 
   POSTLUDE​                ​ “O Worship the King”​ arr. by Marvin Gaspard 

 
 
 
 

The Psalm 116 reading is a paraphrase of the Psalm authored by Nan C. Merrill. Merrill was an American spiritual 
leader, author, and founder of the Friends of Silence movement, a non-profit community dedicated to fostering 

prayer, contemplation, and reverence for silence across cultures and faiths. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes, Interim Senior Pastor 

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor 
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We are located at: 471 Mt Vernon Hwy NE, Sandy Springs, GA 30328 

Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 76051, Sandy Springs, GA 30358 
mvpchurch.org  

CCLI License #2404763 



Upcoming Services/Events:  

June 14, 2026 

MVPC Announcements…. 

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

June 21 Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17; Genesis 21:8-21, Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 

June 28 LNP Sunday, Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inquirers Lunch: If you have questions about what we do here at Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church, 
join us for lunch TODAY, June 14 after worship in the Session Room. 

 

Our June Communion Offering is for the International Women's House, established to provide 
shelter and support services for refugee and immigrant women and their children who are the 
victims of domestic abuse and now also serves young women who are the victims of sex trafficking. 
MVPC provides financial support, donations of household goods and cleaning supplies, and holiday 
gifts for the children and their moms. This month we will help mothers and their children who have 
reached the point of transitioning into independent housing by giving them NEW items to get their 
Kitchen setup. For more information about the International Women's House, please visit http://
www.internationalwomenshouse.com 

Sermons and Cervezas: join us during June on Wednesday evenings at 6pm on the patio of El Azteca 
for Mexican food and discussion. Each Wednesday in June! See you there! 

Active Adults: Join us Saturday, June 27 for a trip to Smith-Gilbert Gardens & enjoy the experience 
of “Forest Bathing”. We will carpool there together from the church. The cost is $15 for all adults. 

Blue Hymnal: If you dedicated a hymnal in the past and would like to pick it up, they are sorted 
alphabetically in the corridor between the Narthex and Session Room.  

Construction has begun with the Frontier playground and parking lot. The Mount Vernon entrance is 
closed for the summer. Please use the Johnson Ferry entrance in the meantime.  

http://www.internationalwomenshouse.com/
http://www.internationalwomenshouse.com/


Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update 
As of June 11   Actual YTD             2026 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $  242,454   $460,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $     30,687                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $       3,396  $       7,500 
     Total    $  276,537                 $ 527,500 

Presbyterian Women: We will not meet again until our kickoff luncheon in August. Have a 
wonderful summer! Circle of Grace: We will take the summer off but please check back for our Fall 
schedule. Please email Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you have questions. 

Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for parents to 
go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-streamed into the 
room, and there are chairs for nursing & holding babies, and toys for toddlers.  

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets at 9:30am in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The 
Present Word”. Crossroads meets at 9:30am in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about 
The Quran. Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministers are the quiet church volunteers you do not see or hear about. 
We practice confidentiality, as well as true listening. What we hear, stays there , but the listening 
frees the one “heard" to champion his or her own recovery. Stephen Ministers simply make a safe 
place to face fears and grief and disappointment and hurt. If we can help you, please call and 
leave a message for Pat Bartee, leader, or ask a pastor to connect you.  

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Carol Beckman, Bruce Hagenau, George Hammett, Nancy Kennedy, Kathryn Mackie, 
Mary McClurg, Patricia and our homebound & isolated members, ACE, CAC, Los Niños Primero, Clifton 
Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian sympathy to family and friends of long-time member Jack Bobeng who died June 8. 

Christian sympathy to the friends and family of Megan Kendall who died June 10. 

Attendance 6/7:  Sanctuary: 93        Online: 24 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or 
monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 

mailto:lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com

