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A Note From the Pastor

Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes
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OUTREACH

For March's Blue Bag collection, we collected paper products,
water, and food for the Columbia Seminary Food Pantry.

Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church was a sponsor of the Sandy
Springs Education Force STEAM Showcase on March 17.

MVPC provided funds to Stirred Up Ministries to help the unhoused

in downtown Atlanta in March.

Pastor Jane Moyo, headmistress of Garden Presbyterian School
and senior minister of Garden Presbyterian Church is retiring in
April of this year. MVPC is recognized her 20

years of service with a video compilation from members of the
congregation, by installing a plaque in her honor on a building
within the Garden, and through a love offering to honor Pastor
Jane (her letter of thanks is included in this newsletter).

Columbia Seminary Food Pantry

%: Before and After
GAADEN PRESBYTERAN CHURCH IN ZRTMBIR
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Lake Forest Elementary has many wonderful
volunteers, including members of our church, but
they do not have a PTA, who would normally take
care of staff appreciation efforts. Since they don't
have a PTA, their fabulous Principal Jennifer
Rosenthall planned a cookout, trail mix bar, and
other activities for Staff Appreciation Week, and
MVPC provided support for these events to honor
the staff.



P4BG
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LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

NCERT BENEFITTING
UNITY ASSISTANCE CENTER

THURSDAY, APRIL 30 AT 7:00PM
THE WEBER SCHOOL

TZADIK PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
6751 ROSWELL RD NE
ATLANTA, GA 30328

SCAN HERE TO BUY TICKETS,
SPONSOR OR MAKE A DONATION

FEATURING

CONGREGATION B'NAI TORAH
CONGREGATION OR HADASH
HOLY INNOCENTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
TEMPLE SINAI

THE WEBER SCHOOL

communityassistancecenter

communityassistancecenter

Stephen Ministry is trained in emotional
support for early stages of memory loss and
dementiq, chronic disease, rehab, and dying.
All are vital services for our aging members of
the congregation. For others, Stephen Ministers
are ready to help with grief, loss of a job,
moving issues, mid-life changes, death of a
spouse or child or friend, empty nest,
retirement, divorce, caregiver encouragement,
or a series of events that have made you upset.

We are extremely good listeners and can help
you with perspective and clarification of your
goals, so you can optimize reaching a workable
solution. We are especially skilled in short-term
disruptions of normal living. We work with
congregation members, relatives and friends
of our members, and people from the
community around our church. Please utilize us
as the need arises. Contact Pat Bartee,
Stephen Leader, or a pastor, to get information
or to get started.



JANE NYIRONGO NOTE

Mount Vernon family,

A very good morning to you. Today 12th April 2026 is the last day for me as a

In grateful recognition of 19 years of

minister of Garden Presbyterian Church and a chaplain for Garden school. Since Rev. Jenny Moyo Nyirongo’s
) ) ) { faithful ministry, unwavering
December 2007 to date we have created relationships, bid farewell to our | dedication, servant leadership

A X A and devoted service to the
brothers and sisters who have answered the higher calling and we have i

e A

school and church

welcomed those born to join humanity. In all this, the hand of God has been very

vivid.

BRIEF REFLECTION OF THE JOURNEY:
In 2008, my predecessor Rev. Henry Mbambo introduced me to the wonderful couple Tom and Barbara Hughes. The
Hughes informed me that Mount Vernon was willing to support the mission work at Garden. Our immediate need was
the school. We had two volunteer teachers and about 90 learners. Classes were being conducted from the Church

sanctuary. We needed some timber boards to demarcate classrooms and some teaching materials for easy teaching.

By 2010 the number of pupils had increased and we were helped to put up a three by one classroom block. Three more
teachers were employed and were given a stipend every month. As at now, Mount Vernon has helped us build eight
classrooms, a computer lab, the headteacher's office with a strong room attached and five toilets. The number of pupils
has gone to 542 and 12 teachers. There is great support from the church leadership and the surrounding community.

We have pupils from baby class to grade 7. For the past 4 years we have recorded a hundred percent pass rate.

Apart from giving the learners an education, the school runs a feeding program. ACE provides rice and the church has
employed someone to cook this rice every day. The feeding program has helped improve the health of our learners and
absenteeism has been reduced. Some learners do keep this food for their siblings back home. We were also able to buy
a gas stove which we use when the weather is not favourable to prepare the food from outside. With the help of Mount
Vernon Garden congregation was able to drill a borehall thus addressing the water challenge in Garden compound. This

is benefitting the school and the community. Funds permitting, we hope to increase the number of toilets from 5 to 9.

The Church has also been assisted to roof and do plumbing on the manse. Three years ago we had embarked on a
chicken rearing project to generate funds but the price of the feed was too high for us to make any profit so the project

was abandoned.

In 2015, | was honoured to visit Mount Vernon and | cherish the memories of that visit. We have also been blessed with
the many visits that you have made and especially the times when you worshipped with us. Thank you to everyone who
organized such visits. We do miss Barbara so much but we are comforted by the knowledge that she is in a better place
having completed her race. The support we have received from you our brothers and sisters is very much appreciated. |
also want to say a big thank you for the money you put together for my retirement and the remembrance plaque you
sponsored. Thank you so much. May God continue blessing you. | know that you will continue supporting Garden
congregation and school. Since | am not moving out of Lusaka | will still be in touch through the church leadership. Once
again a big thank you

Your fellow servant of the Lord

Jane Nyirongo



SESSION SUMMARY

Session

Meeting

The MVPC Session met for its regular monthly meeting on March 15 and conducted the following

business:

* Session reviewed the letter of resignation from Elder Lois Johnson and voted unanimously to accept it

with sadness.
* Session passed a motion fo announce a love offering for the retirement of Pastor Jane in Zambia.
* Session tabled a motion to conduct a love offering for another individual.

* Session approved the revised Facility Use Policy, which clarifies expectations of external organizations

who use our facilities.

* Session approved the updated Children and Youth Protection Policy. A summary of key points in the

policy will be prepared and shared with parents and volunteers.

* Pastor Kate said the staff was gearing up for Holy Week and also starting to think about summer. She
expressed gratitude for Stephen Ministers’ and Congregational Care team members’ support during
this time when we've seen some significant needs, including deaths of Barbara Bruce and Mary
Smith.



THIS & THAT

April Birthdays

Jeanne Gilliland 4/2
Trent Ballard L4/4
James McGuire 4/8
Clark Nelson 4/8
Sharon Murphy 4/11
Stan Williams 4/12
Worth Williams 4/14
lva Corbin 4/15
Linda Thomas 4/15
Lisa McGuire 4/17
Thomas Hughes 4/19
Evelyn Ufere 4/21 Our newest members:
Brooke Bliss 4/23 Barbara Pirkle
Sage Allen 4/30 Angela Graham

amretia Daily JORIE

g March Lunch Bunch
Cobb

Join us in May for the next Lunch Bunch

motion to dismiss “
First Amendment 4 a 4
e A nu—u:@pﬁrwn&mnmﬂa* '

Finley Nelson wins chipping portion for his age group
(7-9) of the Drive, Chip and Putt National Finals at the
August National Golf Club!
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