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CHALKING THE DOOR

On January 4, the first Sunday of 2026, we chalked the doors to the sanctuary with the markings “20 + C+ M +
B + 26" and said a prayer over the sanctuary and all the people who would enter it in the coming year. The
numbers refer to the year. The letters C, M, and B have two meanings. First, they stand for the traditional names
of the Magi from Matthew 2 - Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They also stand for the Latin blessing Christus
mansionem benedicat, which means “May Christ bless this house.” The crosses between the letters represent
Christ.

| recently came across this New Year’s blessing for a house from Jan Richardson, a favorite devotional author.
Please consider speaking this blessing over your home as you ponder how you will inhabit its space over the

coming year.

Peace. Shari

The Year as a House: A Blessing

Think of the year as a house:
door flung wide in welcome, threshold swept and waiting,

a graced spaciousness opening and offering itself to you.

Let it be blessed in every room.
Let it be hallowed in every corner.

Let every nook be a refuge and every object set o holy use.

Let it be here that safety will rest.
Let it be here that health will make its home.
Let it be here that peace will show its face.

Let it be here that love will find its way.

Here let the weary come; let the aching come;

let the lost come; let the sorrowing come.

Here let them find their rest; and let them find their soothing;
and let them find their place; and let them find their delight.

And may it be in this house of a year
that the seasons will spin in beauty,
and may it be in these turning days

that time will spiral with joy.

And may it be that its rooms will fill with ordinary grace

and light spill from every window to welcome the stranger home.

Jan Richardson. from How the Stars Get in Your Bones: A Book of Blessings



In 2025, Mount Vernon joined “Presbyterians for a Better Georgia (P4BG)”, a voluntary partnership of Presbyterian

congregations, groups, and individuals in the state of Georgia. P4BG congregations work together to affect
legislation at the Georgia state house, especially in affordable housing and access to healthcare. They equip
members of congregations with the skills to be effective advocates with their elected representatives and in their

communities.

P4BG is gearing up for the 2026 legislative session, which convenes on January 12, 2026, and will last for 40 days.
Housing affordability and homelessness are expected to be key issues taken up by the legislature in 2026, as the
cost of housing has risen dramatically over the past few years. The median price of a home in Georgia has increased
55% in the past 5 years, from $212k in 2020 to $329k in 2025. The median rent price has risen by 50% over the
same period, from $1,042 to $1,640 per month. Every $100 increase in the median rent price results in a 9%
increase in homelessness. P4BG will be paying attention to actions the legislature takes regarding funding for

housing, initiatives surrounding homelessness, and tenant protections.

Ways that you can make a difference

1) Join our P4BG ministry team here at Mount Vernon. Contact Pat Bartee for more information.

2) Go to P4BG.ORG and sign up to receive their newsletter and Action Alerts. During the legislative session, when
you get an Action Alert — Act on it!

3) Participate in the P4BG Advocacy Training over Zoom on February 26, 2026, at 7 pm. You can register for this
event at WWW.P4BG.ORG/EVENTS

4) Join us at the P4BG Lobby Day at the Capitol on March 18. Several folks from Mount Vernon plan to attend.



OUTREACH

Kristi Painter, Executive
Director of Clifton Sanctuary,
presented a Minute for Mission
on December 7.

Your gifts and donations for
International Women’s House!
Thank you!

MVPC purchased supplies for the Lake Forest
ES Candyland Holiday Parties and assembled
Holiday goody bags with books and school
supplies for over 90 Lake Forest ES students
participating in the Sandy Springs Education
Force Reading Buddies program.

As part of the Children's Christmas
Workshop on Dec. 13, the kids made
Christmas cards for the residents of
Clifton Sanctuary Ministries residents.




Baptism of Quinn Marie Toney-Schmitt
Parents:. Isaac & Christina Toney-Schmitt
12/28/25

Choir Christmas Party

Senior Adult White Elephant Party
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