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The stories announcing Jesus’ birth say
again and again, “Do not fear,” which
seems particularly hard these days. And
yet, Jesus was born into a fearful world,
“one filled with rampant oppression,
economic disparity, uncertainty and
instability.”

The authors invite us to consider how we
deal with fear in our own lives, “Fear can
divide and paralyze us, and even be
used as a tool for oppression. But what if
we formed a different relationship with
fear? Can we acknowledge fear without
letting it rule us? Might we catalyze our
fears into love and action?”

We believe that in a frightened world,
God chose to walk the earth with us in
human form, beginning as we do, as a
helpless infant, bringing good news. The
hope of that good news is not mere lip
service, that hope is gritty and messy
and hard won, and most of all, it is
resilient. The hope born of the coming of
Christ into the world can endure no
matter what we fear of face.

So friends, in a time where we are
told to fear so much, we are invited
to step forward together in hope. |
can think of no better way to start
our time together in this period of
transition with our hearts full of
hope.

Kate
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ADVENT REFLECTIONS

Advent can be a time of stark contrasts. On the one hand, we enter this space of expectant waiting, where we ponder

our lives and anticipate the significance of the arrival of Jesus. For me, Advent is a time to reflect on the year that is
ending, holding space for its joys and sorrows, and to look with expectation to the year to come. Dietrich Bonhoeffer
suggested that "The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know themselves to be

poor and imperfect, and who look forward to something greater to come."

However, this desire for stillness and reflection comes at the same time that we are pulled into what feels like the busiest
time of the year. Who has time to sit in quiet reflection when our to-do list is a mile long? The prayer below, by Walter

Brueggemann, leans into this tension.

As you enter into this season of Advent, may you find rest and reflection amidst the joyous busyness of the season.

Peace,

Shari F
an rreeman The Grace and The Impatience to Wait

In our secret yearnings
We wait for your coming,
And in our grinding despair
We doubt that you will.

And in this privileged place
We are surrounded by witnesses who yearn more than do we

And by those who despair more deeply than do we.

Look upon your church and its pastors
In this season of hope
Which runs so quickly to fatigue
And this season of yearning

Which becomes so easily quarrelsome.

Give us the grace and the impatience
To wait for your coming to the bottom of our toes,

To the edges of our finger tips.
We do not want our several worlds to end.

Come in your power
And come in your weakness
In any case

And make all things new.

Walter Brueggemann (1933-2025) was a Biblical Scholar and Theologian, and a professor of the Old Testament at
Columbia Theological Seminary. He authored several books, including a couple of books of prayer. My favorite is

titled “Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth” which is where | found this Advent Prayer.
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P4BG ADVOCACY TRAINING

lP‘é ‘! i" ai l “0 :
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH @ 7 PM ON ZOOM

REGISTERAT WWW.P4BG.ORG/EVENTS
or use QR code below

If anyone would like to join our church non-partison, advocacy group , please register for Advocscy training
via Zoom and let Pat Bartee know you are interested. We plan to be active in emailling and calling our
representatives and speaking with them on Lobby Day, March 18. Our focus in 2026 will be increased

spending for affordable housing and better healthcare for all Georgians.



GIFT OF WISDOM

The Gathering

Nature prepares for the Winter blanket as we provide suet for our feathered friends.

The joy of their beauty fills our days, without end.
These songbirds give us a quieter Winter song.

Their greatest symphony awaits for Spring again, faraway and the days are long.

Chasing away others but friendly to nuthatches and chikadees,
as they open shells of tasty nuts to get to the meat.
The male a tad heavier and first to the table, gallantly brings food to the female while she incubates

eggs with her wings. Helpers drop by for a visit to share seeds as needed.

She keeps her mystique behind her black mask, competing with the beauty of a blue bird and doesn't

even ask!

Our little clutch of the tiny titmouse.

Welcome! Hang around and share our house.

Poem: Dee Bradford-Smith
Artwork: Donna Martin



Thanks to Mohammad and the school for donating 6
turkeys. This is probably a record breaking amount of
food donated this year plus gift cards and a generous
check from the church to buy additional turkeys and
other perishables to ensure every family has a complete
meal.

MVPC children
welcome Kate!

Found:
Doodle art by our very own
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Graham Duncan

We welcomed for our Minute for
Mission, Jennifer Clark, Executive
Director of the International
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Women’s House
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DECEMBER EVENTS

Presbyterian Women
12/9
Book Circle
12/12

Taizé/Longest Night

12/16
/pm

Church Office Closed
12/25 & 12/26

Lunch Bunch
12/28

Photos courtesy of: Shari Freeman, Christy Hill, Donna Martin, Dee
Bradford-Smith, Penny Kiel, Mary McClurg

(Please send any pictures of your events to debbie@mvpchurch.org)




OUTREACH

Holly Duncan and the Children’s Ministry Team provided
dinner for the Clifton Sanctuary Ministries men's shelter
on Sunday, November 16. Clifton’s new security cameras
are up, and the door replacement project is coming
along.

We welcomed Jennifer Clark from the International Women'’s House on November
16, when she provided a Minute for Mission to thank the congregation for our
continued support of their mission and to share ways to get involved. She also
stayed after the service to meet with members of the congregation at the
welcome reception. IWH provides a safe haven and supportive services to victims
of domestic violence, sexual abuse, and human trafficking.

MVPC has committed to provide meals at least quarterly for Stirred Up
Ministries’ People Under the Stars ministry, serving individuals that are
unhoused and living in homeless camps in downtown Atlanta. On November 4,
MVPC provided enough meals of chicken and dumplings, yams, green beans,
rolls, cookies, and potato chips to serve over 40 individuals in need.

MVPC members sorted books for the Sandy
Springs Education Force on November 9.

For 10 years, MVPC members have supported the Zambia College Fund, which requires $10,000 annually in funding.
This mission has graduated 30 students, and there are currently 13 students enrolled.

Our December blue bag offering will benefit the International Women's House.






