MOUNT YERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 7, 2025 « 10:30 AM

Reaching Out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

t For those who are able, please stand.

GATHERING
RINGING OF THE BELLS
GATHERING MUSIC “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” Erica Pirtle, Flute
Traditional Carol, arr. Larry Shackley, incorporating “The Nutcracker” by Tchaikovsky
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes
MINUTE FOR MISSION Kristi Painter, Executive Director
Cliffon Sanctuary Ministries
OPENING PRAYER
T CALL TO WORSHIP/LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Young Adults
CANDLELIGHTERS: In a world full of fear, where do you see glimmers of peace?
CONGREGATION: We see glimmers of peace in the quiet of early morning, when people shake

hands, when loved ones say they’re sorry, and when the church sings
together.

CANDLELIGHTERS: You are right. Even in a fearful world, peace is all around us.

CONGREGATION: Today we light the candle of peace as a reminder of this good news. May
this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, peace is
present. We only have to look for it.

ALL: Let us worship God!

T OPENING HYMN (#16) “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”



t PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

Courageous God, you invite us to live into our call. You invite us to act, to serve, and to trust.
Instead of responding with a resounding “yes,” we often hide our face. We dig our heels in. We
look for someone else to volunteer. Spark courage in us. Remind us that every person is capable
of making a difference. Remind us that even when we’re scared, we are not alone ... (silent

confession) ... Amen.

T ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL:  Thanks be to God.

T RESPONSE (#9) “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
(v.2)

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

12th Century, ©1990 arr. John Weaver

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.)

t PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in @ manner comfortable for one another.)

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Colussy-Estes
SCRIPTURE Jeremiah 1:4-10 Barbara Brooks
Luke 1:26-39
SERMON “Even in our Fear, We are Called Forward”

T HYMN (#5) “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”



RESPONSE

t AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (A Sanctified Art)

We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars.

We have seen the longest night, and still we believe.

We believe in a with-us God. We believe in the hope of tomorrow.

We believe that good news is louder than fear. We believe this good news is for all people.

So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles,

Even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other. We will look for God in our midst.

We will sing songs of joy. We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born.

We have seen the longest night, and we have seen
So still, we believe.

unimaginable love.

Amen.
OFFERTORY “Alleluia for Advent” Erica Pirtle, Flutist
by: Patrick Liebergen
t DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
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TEXT: Neil Weatherhogg, 1988
MUSIC: Hal H. Hopsan, 2008
Text © 1950 Nell Weatherhogg
Music © 2008 Hal M. Hopsan

t PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
ONE: The Lord be with you.
ONE: Lift up your hearts.
ONE: Let us give thanks fo the Lord, our God.

" PRAISE GOD (Hopson}
M

Barbara Pirkle

Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

ALL: And also with you.
ALL: We lift them up to the Lord.
ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PRAYERS OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, As we

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

COMMUNION MUSIC “In The Bleak Midwinter” Erica Pirtle, Flutist

Tune: Cranham by Gustav Holst arr. Larry Shackley
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING

T CLOSING HYMN (see insert) "My Soul Gives Glory to My God"

t BENEDICTION

Rev. Colussy-Estes

POSTLUDE “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”

arr. Jerry Westenkeuhler

(The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred
worship experience to the secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart

during the postlude, or hang around and hear the grand Mount Vernon organ!)

Leading Today’s Worship Service
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes, Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist
Chancel Choir

The artwork we will be using during Advent is

from A Sanctified Art

Liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified

Art LLC |sanctifiedart.org

We are located at: * Our mailing address is:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE

P.O.Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 Sandy Springs, GA 30358

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763


http://sanctifiedart.org/

MVPC Announcements....
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Worship
10:30-11:30am

Upcoming Services/Events:

2?4/W£§ December 14 Lessons & Carols & Children’s Pageant
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December 21 “When You're Afraid, Give Me Your Hand”, Isaiah 41:5-10; Matthew 1:18-25,
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet this Tuesday, December 9, in the Kirk Center with
a lesson and a potluck luncheon. Sarah Chalpan will teach lesson 4: The Prodigal Child, The

/ By Eldest Child, and the Devoted Parent. We will also be filling gift bags for the International

\ )\ Women's House. The Book Circle will meet this Friday, December 12 for their Christmas meeting

\ and luncheon at Ann William's home. Ann Young will lead a review of The Time of the Child
9

\\ / (Family Life Fiction) by Niall Williams. Circle of Grace: please email Lisa Cumming at
lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to join our group of women who get together

multiple times a year for fellowship and a devotional.

Children’s Christmas Workshop & Pageant: Let's play games, eat yummy snacks, make crafts,
and watch Christmas movies together! All children, ages 4-12, are invited to join the Christian
Education team and Isaac in Gailey Hall this Saturday, December 13, 10-1pm for our Children'’s
Christmas Workshop. A pizza lunch will be provided, and friends and grandchildren are
welcome! If you are interested, please reach out to Isaac or go to our signup page: https://
forms.gle/p6WMvi2GbE3zmYc3A.

This year we will incorporate our Children’s Christmas Pageant into our Lessons and Carols
worship service on December 14, 10:30am. There will be opportunities to wear costumes, sing
carols, and read scripture for those interested. If you are interested, please reach out to Isaac or
go to our signup page: https://forms.gle/p6WMvi2GbE3zmYc3A

The December Communion Offering is holiday gifts for the International Women's House, a
shelter for battered women and their children. All donations should be new and unwrapped.

@ﬂﬂl_ Please bring all gifts to the church by Sunday, December 21.

TERNAT

UJO[T]GHS HOU5€ Outreach Tree: It's here! Let’s fill it with scarves, gloves, hats, blankets, jackets, and other warm
items. We will share them with our Outreach Partners.

December 7, 2025
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Make sure to follow us
G '@l on social media to stay
~ up to date!

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
ADULET Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical
ggﬂgg{ Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m.

Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information.

Stephen Ministry: .Time is flying and festivities of the season abound. But, not everyone is joyous
@ and some are quite sad. Please reach out to your church Stephen Ministry for a partner to walk
STEPHEN through the season with you and help you keep your spirit afloat. Contact Pat Bartee. Stephen

MINISTRY Leader, or a pastor to get connected

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Bob Addison, Lorry Clark, Bruce Hagenau, Shelly Hines, Megan Kendall, Charlotte
Mills, Greg Morris, Htet Nyunt, Shari Freeman, and ACE, CAC, Los Nifos Primero, Clifton Sanctuary,
Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia.

Christian Sympathy for friends and family of Carolyn Bowen (close friend of Charlie Gray) who
died last week.

Attendance 11/30: Sanctuary: 92 Online: 28

Dates for your calendar:

December 13  Children’s Christmas Workshop
December 14 Senior Adult Christmas Luncheon

Atlanta Concert Band Christmas Concert, 4pm
December 16 Longest Night Taizé Service
December 24 Live Nativity/Christmas Eve Service

Financial Update

As of December 4 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving $ 480,882 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge S 56,668 S 60,000
Non-Member Giving &
Loose Offering S 6,612 S 26,000
Total $544,162 $ 586,000

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or

monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org



