RINGING OF THE BELLS

GATHERING MUSIC

MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CHRISTMAS EVE

DECEMBER 24, 2025 « 5:30PM

Reaching out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

t For those who are able, please stand.

GATHERING

“Q Little Town of Bethlehem” Brass Quintet
Sussex Carol”
“See, Amid the Winter Show”

T PROCESSIONAL HYMN (#41) O Come, All Ye Faithful”
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes
T LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE Mount Vernon Worship Ministry Team

CANDLELIGHTERS:
CONGREGATION:

CANDLELIGHTERS:

CONGREGATION:

In a fearful world, where do you see the presence of God?
We see God's fingerprints all around us. We see God in the beauty of the
stars. We see God in the love of this community. We see God in the dreams

we hold for a better world.

You are right. Even in a fearful world, God is here. God is all around us. On
this holy night, we light the Christ Candle as a reminder of this good news.
May this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world,
God’s love is all around us.

Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen.



T HYMN (#31) “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

t PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
God of angel choruses, you hang the stars in the sky, but we do not see them.
You fill the night with angelic song, but we do not hear it.
You send shepherds to tell the good news, but we do not believe them.
You bring love into the world, but we do not seek it.
Quiet the fear in us that works to rationalize, minimize, and distract from the good news you put
forth into the world. Tune our hearts back to your song.
With hope we pray ... (silent confession) ... Amen.

t ASSURANCE OF PARDON

ONE: Family of faith, when the angels arrived in the field that night, the shepherds were afraid.
But the angels said:
ALL: “Do not be afraid. | am bringing you good news of great joy for all people.”

ONE: This good news is:
ALL: love freely given, grace radically extended, welcome always offered, belonging never

restricted.

ONE: Friends, we are seen, loved, welcomed, forgiven, called, and sent to serve. Thanks be to

God for a love like that.
t RESPONSE (#47,v. 1) “Still, Still, Still”

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Rev. Toney-Schmitt
All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.

PARADE OF THE ANIMALS

SONG FOR THE PARADE (#28) “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Colussy-Estes
SCRIPTURE Luke 2:1-20
SERMON “Good News is Louder Than Fear”
RESPONSE

T HYMN (#47v.2) “still, Still, Still”



t AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Rev. Shari Freeman

We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars.

We have seen the longest night, and still we believe.

We believe in a with-us God. We believe in the hope of tomorrow.

We believe that good news is louder than fear. We believe this good news is for all people.
So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles,

Even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other. We will look for God in our midst.

We will sing songs of joy. We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born.

We have seen the longest night, and we have seen unimaginable love.

So still, we believe.

Amen.
OFFERTORY “Nativity Carol”
Words & Music: John Rutter
t DOXOLOGY Tune of Hymn #53 “What Child is This”
These gifts we joyfully bring to you,
to fill the world with meaning;
our hearts and minds are longing for
the life of which you are dreaming.
This, this our gifts we bring,
our lives we share, your praise we sing;
show us your vision, Lord,
for hope, and peace, and caring.
t PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Charlie Gray
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Rev. Colussy-Estes
INVITATION TO THE TABLE Rev. Toney-Schmitt
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Rev. Shari Freeman
ONE: The Lord be with you. ALL: And also with you.
ONE: Lift up your hearts. ALL: We lift them up to the Lord.

ONE: Let us give thanks fo the Lord, our God. ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PRAYER OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
(The congregation is invited to come forward to receive communion.

If you prefer to remain seated, an elder will bring communion to you.)
COMMUNION MUSIC Anthony Menardi, Asa Pedi, and Rebecca Shipley

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION



T HYMN (#40) “Joy to the World”

SENDING
T SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

(Ushers will come to the end of each row to light candles. Once your candle has been lit,

please share the light with the person next to you.)

T CLOSING HYMN (#60) “Silent Night, Holy Night”

Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and Child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!"

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

t BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “Fanfare on In Dulci Jubilo”

Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes, Interim Senior Pastor Trumpet 1

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor Trumpet 2
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor
Jill Hudson, Music Director Trombone
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician

Chancel Choir of MVPC

We are located at: *
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE

Sandy Springs, GA 30328
mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763

On Christmas Eve
of 1818, Joseph
Mohr, a Priest in
Austria, was
confronted with a
damaged church
organ. He took the
words to a poem
he’d written and
asked nearby
organist Franz
Gruber to compose
a melody and
guitar
accompaniment for

that night's mass.

Rev. Colussy-Estes

arr. Paul Fey

Brass Quintet
James Thomas
Dan Howard
French Horn  Mariana Schwark
Sean Mack
Tuba Peter Fabian

Our mailing address is:
P.O. Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA 30358
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Worship
10:30-11:30am

Upcoming Services/Events:

December 24, 2025

December 28 SPECIAL TIME: 1:00pm, “Let Fear Fuel a Fire for Justice”, Isaiah 63:7-9,
Matthew 2:13-23, Baptism of Quinn Marie Toney-Schmitt, Rev. Shari Freeman

January 4, 2026 Epiphany Sunday, “Fear Doesn’t Stop Us”, Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes

Church Office Closed: December 25, 26, 31 & January 1, 2

Peace Light of Bethlehem: The flame of the Peace Light has burned continuously for over a
thousand years and originated at the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. It is meant to
promote peace, harmony and unity among all people of the world. This flame was brought to us
by Scouting USA Troup #463.

The January Communion Offering will be for Community Assistance Center (CAC). Please bring
your blue bags with non-perishable items to restock their pantry.

Outreach Tree: You can donate items for the tree thru January 4. Let's fill it with scarves, gloves,
hats, blankets, jackets, and other warm items. We will share them with our Outreach Partners.

The Christmas Eve Offering fonight will be donated to Family Promise of North Fulton/Dekalb.

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available
for parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room, and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for
toddlers.




Make sure to follow us
G '@l on social media to stay
~ up to date!

Ann Williams will lead a review of Still Life (Mystery Fiction) by Louise Penny. Circle of Grace: please
email Lisa Cumming at lisa.jcumming@gmail.com if you would like to join our group of women

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 13. Jeanne Gilliland will teach

/ \\\\ lesson 5: The Gift of the Woman Who Was Poor. The Book Circle will meet on Friday, January 9.

- v,
\—v/ who get together multiple times a year for fellowship and a devotional.

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present

ADULT Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical
SUNDAY Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m.

SCHOOL Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information.

Stephen Ministry: A Stephen Ministry partner will listen and help you sort out salvageable and
productive traits and ideas that can help restore your vision of the future. Whether you are
divorcing, moving, coping with a new or chronic disease, experiencing mid-life malaise, figuring out

STEPHEN retirement, wearying as a caregiver, missing children off at school, still too full of grief to move
MINISTRY

forward, or just lonely, we want to walk that journey with you. You are not alone. Please contact
Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a pastor to get connected.

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Bob Addison, Kendra Boyer, Lorry Clark, Gloria Gillespie, Bruce Hagenau, Shelly
Hines, Lois Johnson, Megan Kendall, Nancy Kennedy, Charlotte Mills, Kay Wright, and ACE, CAC, Los
Nifos Primero, Cliffon Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia.

Attendance 12/21: Sanctuary: 97 Online: 8

Dates for your calendar:

December 28 Worship will be at 1:00pm in the Sanctuary
January 4, 2026  Epiphany
February 18 Ash Wednesday

Financial Update

As of December 23 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving $503,301 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge  $ 65,218 $ 60,000
Non-Member Giving &
Loose Offering S 6,769 S 26,000
Total $575,288 $ 586,000

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or

monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org
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