
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 21, 2025 • 10:30 AM 

Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 

† For those who are able, please stand. 

GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC   “Light of the World (sing Hallelujah)”     Rev. Jonathan Freeman 
Words & Music: Andrew Bergthold, et all 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS            Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 

OPENING PRAYER  

† CALL TO WORSHIP/LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH            Outreach Volunteers 

  ONE: In a world full of fear, where do you see the presence of love? 
  ALL: We see love all around us. 
    We see love when people hold open the door. 
    We see love in a warm embrace, a homemade casserole, a phone call after a long day. 
    We see love in random acts of kindness and intentional acts of empathy. 
    We see love all around us. 

  ONE: You are right. Even in a fearful world, love is all around us. 
    Today we light the candle of love as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of light 
   help us remember that even in a fearful world, love is here. Love is world-changing.  
  ALL: Love is shining bright. We only have to look for it. Thanks be to God for a love like that! 
   Amen. 



† OPENING HYMN (#12)       “People, Look East”    

†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                     Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
MOUNT VERNON SIDE: 

When you were afraid, did I stay by your side? 
Did I offer my hand, or did I leave you alone? 
When you were afraid, did I choose solidarity? 
Did I see your fear, or did I only see mine? 

JOHNSON FERRY SIDE: 
Friends, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes. 
Fortunately, God offers grace, and we do too. 
So take a deep breath, and let’s start again. 

MOUNT VERNON SIDE:  
Thank You. God’s mercy is a gift. 

JOHNSON FERRY SIDE: 
Now we must ask—when you were afraid, did we stay by your side?  
Did we offer our hands, or did we leave you alone? 
When you were afraid, did we choose solidarity? 
Did we see your fear? Or did we only see ours? 

MOUNT VERNON SIDE:  
Friends, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes.  
Fortunately, God offers grace, and I do too. 
So take a deep breath, and let’s start again. 

JOHNSON FERRY SIDE: 
Thank you. Your mercy is a gift. 
We accept your grace and would love to start again. 

MOUNT VERNON SIDE:  
May it be so, with God’s help. 

ALL:      Alleluia, amen. 
 
†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE (#9)         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
           (v. 3) 

O come, desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

12th Century, ©1990 arr. John  Weaver 



   CHILDREN’S MOMENT  

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer. 
         Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

 

THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION             Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 

    SCRIPTURE            Isaiah 41:5-10      Mike Havey 
Matthew 1:18-25 

    SERMON         “When You’re Afraid, Give Me Your Hand” 

 
RESPONSE 

†    HYMN (see insert)       “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
German carol, 15th Century, from the New Century Hymnal of the United Church of Christ 

†    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Sanctified Art)                Rev. Shari Freeman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

    PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

     OFFERTORY    “He Shall Feed His Flock Like a Shepherd”           Laurie Swann, Soloist 
      “Come unto Him”       Rebecca Shipley, Soloist 
                      from “The Messiah” by G.F. Handel 

We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars. 
We have seen the longest night, and still we believe. 
We believe in a with-us God. We believe in the hope of tomorrow. 
We believe that good news is louder than fear. We believe this good news is for all people. 
So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles, 
Even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto that good news. 
We will reach for each other. We will look for God in our midst. 
We will sing songs of joy. We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born. 
We have seen the longest night, and we have seen unimaginable love. 
So still, we believe. 
Amen. 



†   DOXOLOGY (#592)   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                Sybil Washington 
Thank you for the world so sweet, Thank you for the food we eat.  
Thank you for the birds that sing, Thank you, God, for everything!  

   SENDING 

†   CLOSING HYMN (see insert)      “Jesus, Light of the World“ 

†   BENEDICTION                              Rev. Colussy-Estes 

     POSTLUDE              “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”             Jerry Westenkeuhler 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes, Interim Senior Pastor 

Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 

Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist 
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician 

Chancel Choir 

(The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred 
worship experience to the secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart 

during the postlude, or hang around and hear the grand Mount Vernon organ!) 

The artwork we will be using during Advent is from A 

Sanctified Art 

Liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC 

sanctifiedart.org 

http://sanctifiedart.org/


Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

December 24 Live Nativity, 4:30pm 
  Candlelight Service with Communion, 5:30pm 

SPECIAL WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT!! 
We are excited to announce the baptism of Quinn Marie Toney-Schmitt on December 28. To 
ensure that Quinn’s Presbyterian community and Methodist community can attend the service, 
we are MOVING WORSHIP to 1PM on December 28. Isaac and Christina thank you for your 
flexibility and look forward to a worship service full of family, clergy friends, and multiple church 
communities.  
 
Church Office Closing: December 25, 26, and the New Year’s holiday 
 
The white poinsettias on the altar are in honor of Sam & Mary McClurg’s 60th wedding 
anniversary! 

The original Nahuatl name for the plant we call “poinsettia” is cuetlaxochitl (kwet-la-sho-she), 
cultivated by the Aztecs long before the European colonization of the Americas. The Aztecs used 
cuetlaxochitl for a variety of purposes, including decoration and the production of red and 
purple dyes, as well as for medicines derived from the plant’s milky white sap. In the 
southwestern Mexican city of Taxco, Franciscan friars used the plant to decorate Nativity 
scenes.  

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 13. Jeanne Gilliland will 
teach lesson 5:  The Gift of the Woman Who Was Poor. The Book Circle will meet on Friday, 
January 9. Ann Williams will lead a review of Still Life (Mystery Fiction) by Louise Penny. Circle of 
Grace: please email Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to join our 
group of women who get together multiple times a year for fellowship and a devotional.  

The December Communion Offering is holiday gifts for the International Women's House, a 
shelter for battered women and their children. All donations should be new and unwrapped. 
Please bring all gifts to the church by Sunday, December 21.   

Outreach Tree: It’s here! Let’s fill it with scarves, gloves, hats, blankets, jackets, and other warm 
items. We will share them with our Outreach Partners.  

December 21, 2025 

MVPC Announcements…. 

mailto:lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com


Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update 
As of December 18  Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 492,786   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   64,768                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     6,739  $    26,000 
     Total    $564,293                 $ 586,000 

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for 
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.  

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical 
Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: A Stephen Ministry partner will listen and help you sort out salvageable and 
productive traits and ideas that can help restore your vision of the future. Whether you are 
divorcing, moving, coping with a new or chronic disease, experiencing mid-life malaise, figuring out 
retirement, wearying as a caregiver, missing children off at school, still too full of grief to move 
forward, or just lonely, we want to walk that journey with you. You are not alone. Please contact 
Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a pastor to get connected.  

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Bob Addison, Kendra Boyer, Lorry Clark, Gloria Gillespie, Bruce Hagenau, Shelly 
Hines, Lois Johnson, Megan Kendall, Nancy Kennedy, Charlotte Mills, and ACE, CAC, Los Niños 
Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy to the family and friends of Greg Morris died last week. 

Attendance 12/14: Sanctuary: 107     Online: 21 

Dates for your calendar: 
December 24 Live Nativity 4:30pm/Christmas Eve Service 5:30pm 

December 28 Worship will be at 1:00pm in the Sanctuary 

January 4, 2026 Epiphany 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or 
monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 


