MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 14, 2025 - 10:30 AM

Reaching out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

t For those who are able, please stand.
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GATHERING

RINGING OF THE BELLS

T PROCESSIONAL HYMN #49 “Once in Royal David’s City” IRBY

Soloist Verse 1
Children and youth may process in with the pastors. Costumes are in the Narthex.

SOLOIST Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed.
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

CONGREGATION He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall.
With the poor, oppressed, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

Jesus is our childhood's pattern; day by day, like us He grew;
He was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness, and He shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love,
For that Child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
And He leads His children on to the place where He is gone.



WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes

t CALL TO WORSHIP/LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE MVPC Children

CANDLELIGHTERS:
CONGREGATION:

CANDLELIGHTERS:

CONGREGATION:

THE FIRST LESSON
SOLO

THE SECOND LESSON

HYMN #22

In a world full of fear, where do you see glimmers of joy?

We see glimmers of joy in birthday candles and homemade cards.
We see joy in the laughter of children and the delight of
grandparents. We see joy in meals around the table and in the
singing of Christmas songs.

You are right. Even in a fearful world, joy is all around us.

Today we light the candle of joy as a reminder of this good news.
May this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful
world, joy is here.

Joy is real. We only have to look for it. Thanks be to God for that

good news! Amen.

Genesis 3:8-15,17-19

“Night of Silence” Asa Pedi, Baritone
Words & Music: Daniel Kantor

Genesis 22:15-18
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

Children and youth may dress as angels and shepherds. Costumes are in the Narthex.

THE THIRD LESSON
ANTHEM

THE FOURTH LESSON
HYMN #36 (v. 1,3,4)

THE FIFTH LESSON
SOLO

THE SIXTH LESSON
HYMN #25

Henry Thomas Smart

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

“A Winter’s Song” Choir
Joseph M Martin

Isaiah 11:1-4q, 6-9
“In the Bleak Midwinter”

Luke 1:26-35, 38
“Mary, Did You Know?” Nichol Jacobs, Soloist
Words & Music: Buddy Greene, Mark Lowry

Luke 2:1-7

“Away in a Manger”
Children and youth may dress as animals. Costumes are in the Narthex.



t DOXOLOGY

THE SEVENTH LESSON
OFFERTORY

Luke 2:8-16

Rev. Shari Freeman

“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt”
Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word,
| come in half belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred,
But there is room and welcome there for me.
In that unlikely place | find him as they said:
Sweet newborn babe, how frail! And in a manger bed,
A still, small voice to cry one day for me.
How should | not have known Isaiah would be there,
His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart | stare:
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me.
Can |, will | forget how love was born, and burned
Its way into my heart unasked, unforced, unearned,
To die, to live, and not alone for me?
To die, to live, and not alone for me.
William Chettleburgh, Violinist
Lyrics: Jaroslav J. Vajda arr. Craig Courtney
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
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more; praise Tri - une God, whom we a - dore.

TEXT: Meil Weatherhogg, 1986
MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson, 2008
Text & 1990 Nell Weatherhogy
Music € 2008 Hal M. Hopsan

PRAISE GOD (Hopson)
L



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Mark Fifield

THE EIGHTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-11 Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
HYMN #66 (v. 1,2,5) ““We Three Kings of Orient Are”

Children and youth may dress as wise folks. Costumes are in the narthex.

Text & Music: John Henry Hopkins, Jr.

THE NINTH LESSON John 1:1-14 Rev. Colussy-Estes

HYMN #29 “Go, Tell It On the Mountain”
Spiritual. arr. John W. Work 111

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE “Finale”
Janet Correll
Leading Today’s Worship Service Readers
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes, Interim Senior Pastor David Barclift
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor Dee Bradford-Smith
Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor Pat Davis
Jill Hudson, Music Director Piper Neumann
Chancel Choir Joey Noszek
Steve Whisenant
We are located at: Our mailing address is:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE P.O.Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 Sandy Springs, GA 30358

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763



MVPC Announcements....
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Worship
10:30-11:30am

Upcoming Services/Events:

ATEENTA
CONCELT BAND

W)

INTER NATIGDNAL

Womens Howse

December 16 Taize Longest Night, 7pm

December 21 “When You're Afraid, Give Me Your Hand”, Isaiah 41:5-10; Matthew 1:18-25,
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes

December 24 Live Nativity, 4:30pm
Candlelight Service, 5:30pm

SPECIAL WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT!!

We are excited to announce the baptism of Quinn Marie Toney-Schmitt on December 28. To
ensure that Quinn’s Presbyterian community and Methodist community can attend the service,
we are MOVING WORSHIP to 1PM on December 28. Isaac and Christina thank you for your
flexibility and look forward to a worship service full of family, clergy friends, and multiple church

communities.
Vernon Springs Caroling: Join us as we go caroling on Wednesday, December 17 at 12:30.

Senior Adult Christmas Luncheon: TODAY at La Madeleine after worship.
Atlanta Concert Band Christmas Concert: Join us TODAY at 4pm in the Sanctuary!

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle enjoyed a lesson and a potluck luncheon on Tuesday.
Sarah Chalpan taught lesson 4: The Prodigal Child, The Eldest Child, and the Devoted Parent.
We also filled gift bags for the International Women's House. The Book Circle met on Friday. Ann
Young led a review of The Time of the Child (Family Life Fiction) by Niall Williams. Circle of
Grace: please email Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to join our

group of women who get together multiple times a year for fellowship and a devotional.

The December Communion Offering is holiday gifts for the International Women's House, a
shelter for battered women and their children. All donations should be new and unwrapped.
Please bring all gifts to the church by Sunday, December 21.

Outreach Tree: It's here! Let’s fill it with scarves, gloves, hats, blankets, jackets, and other warm
items. We will share them with our Outreach Partners.

December 14, 2025



mailto:lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com

Make sure to follow us
G '@l on social media to stay
~ up to date!

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
ADULET Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical
ggﬂgg{ Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m.

Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information.

Stephen Ministry: We all need reminding of the angels’ message, "Do not be afraid." We are

offered so many opportunities for spiritual growth, fellowship, and service at MVPC, but it may

@ mean to risk expanding our knowledge base, our set of friends, and the use of our time and talents.

. Stephen Ministers are among those urging you to risk changes and expand your happiness and
STEPHEN

MINISTRY well-being through a journey with one other person to resolve some difficult situation in life. We are
here to help Contact Pat Bartee, Stephen leader, or a pastor to get quickly connected.

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Bob Addison, Lorry Clark, Bruce Hagenau, Shelly Hines, Lois Johnson, Megan
Kendall, Nancy Kennedy, Charlotte Mills, Melody Minton, Greg Morris, Shari Freeman, and ACE,
CAC, Los Nifos Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia.

Christian Sympathy for friends and family of Carolyn Bowen (close friend of Charlie Gray) who
died last week.

Attendance 12/7: Sanctuary: 108 Online: 17

Dates for your calendar:

December 24 Live Nativity 4:30pm/Christmas Eve Service 5:30pm
December 28 Worship will be at 1:00pm in the Sanctuary
January 4,2026  Epiphany

Financial Update

As of December 11 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving S 484,300 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge S 57,268 S 60,000
Non-Member Giving &
Loose Offering S 6,637 S 26,000
Total $548,205 $ 586,000

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or

monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org



