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2025 Session Members &

reframe: that it is a blessing to feel busy, Whether this moment feels full or o

to be full and abundant with not full enough, | hope that you'll Mlnls"Y Teams

opportunities. We encounter God when share it with one another and with

we see and hear one anoTher, and we your pastors in worsl.n!:) anfi service. Moderator(s)

have had many opportunities to see and We look forward to living life

hear lately! together and listening for the Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
welcoming , worshipping, sharing, Rev. Shari Freeman

Another seemingly busy but-oh-so and serving that finds its way in.

abundant season waits around the corner

in Advent. From the moment the Greens Peace, Clerk of Session

are hung in the sanctuary on November -lsaac Dl 2H]

30, the blessing of full schedules and
abundant opportunities returns.

Christian Education

When the church feels less busy, like it can S S e

in the November lull between the two
seasons of scheduled abundance, | pray
that we can enjoy the slower pace. Let's Congregational Care
take the opportunity to linger with one
another in the narthex, to sing the extra
verse of the closing hymn, to wrestle with

Barbara Brooks

Htet Nyunt
the scripture and sermon for a little longer.

Fellowship

Keith Bumgarner

Ed Spain

Finance/Administration/
Stewardship

Ben Cumming

Outreach
Kathryn Wade
Mike Havey
September 30, 2025 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Senior Adults
Member Giving Pledge $412,535 $500,000 Mary Lea Woods
Member Giving Non- Witness
Pledge 222702 220,000 Lois Johnson
Loose Offerings $5,842 $26,000 Worship
Penny Kiel
Total YTD $472,082 $586,000 Malinda Holmes
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LAMBIA COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

From Poverty to Promise:
Three Stories of Hope

Over 10 years ago the Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church College
Scholarship fund was established to help deserving students in Zambia
obtain a college/tech education. In that time, over 30 young adults have
been educated - helping to break existing cycles of extreme poverty and
restoring hope to students and families alike. This year, three new
students have been added to the fund making a total of 13 students
currently being educated through this program. Join us in welcoming
these three new deserving students! Felistus Mwanza studying Finance,
Kennan Simukonda studying Information Technology, and Helisha

Manda studying Banking and Finance.

During high school, Felistus Mwansa had many problems. She was
constantly absent from school due to a lack of a stable place to reside and
adequate care. She was not helped in any way by her home circumstances
because she comes from a poverty stricken family where everything is
difficult.

Her parents are street sellers, and because of their difficulties, they are

only able to provide one meal a day for the family. Purchasing food and

paying rent are major challenges that forced her to move around a lot,
which also made it difficult for her to pay her college tuition.

She does, however, possess intellectual talent and was among the top students in her high
school. In addition to her passion of learning, the young woman is anxious to raise a family and

change her community as a whole.

"I am the only person in my family who has finished secondary school; many others dropped out
because of financial difficulties, | sincerely appreciate your assistance, which will fransform both

my family and my life.” Felistus is currently studying Finance.



LAMBIA COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

Kenan Simukonda’s family is in a very difficult financial position. They run tiny
businesses trying hard to make ends meet. The family finds it challenging to
have a steady income, and they have had trouble paying for college tuition.
In spite of significant challenges in pursuing his education due to financial
constraints, his academic journey has been amazing. The young man has

been hustling trying to help his parents by engaging in a number of odd jobs

but to no avail. As a determined and ambitious young man, he is eager to

pursue higher education and unlock his full potential.

"] am overjoyed that through this scholarship my prayer has been answered. | can't keep my inner
excitement hidden. In whatever they accomplish, | pray that the Lord will continue to keep the
organization and its sponsors in mind. | am eager to finish my college career, which | anticipate
taking two years. But after five years of living in extreme poverty, | lost hope. | am very grateful
that you have given me hope once more.” Kenan is attending college now, studying Information

Technology.

Helisha Manda has experienced hardship throughout her life, but it has also
been characterized by hope, fortitude, and divine providence. She was raised
by her grandparents, who lovingly supported her throughout her early years,
particularly during her primary education. However, when her grandparents
passed on in 2018, they were left with no choice but o move in with their
single mother, as none of their relatives were willing to take them in. In order
to make ends meet, Helisha's mother works as a street seller and runs a variety

of side small businesses to make ends meet. Helisha's life was difficult, and the

future was uncertain.

Helisha thrived in high school - she realized that in order to secure her future, she needed to
continue her education. An ambitious young woman, her heart was broken since, after finishing
twelfth grade she was unsure of how she could continue her education because of financial

limitations. When she learned of this opportunity for scholarship, she was ecstatic.

"Today, | am deeply honored and truly grateful to have been chosen for this incredible
opportunity. It is more than just financial aid—it is a chance fo transform my life and the lives of
those around me. It is a second chance at a dream | once thought was fading away. Because of
this support, | can now work hard to build a better future not only for myself but also for my

family and the community at large”. Helisha is now studying Banking and Finance at University.



OUTREACH

We collected the PCUSA Peace and Global Witness offering on October 5 (World Communion Sunday). This
offering is being split between a local donation to Atlanta Ministry with International Students (AMIS) and a

donation to support programs of our denomination promoting peace and reconciliation around the world.

MVPC members donated 232 pounds of goods
which were delivered to Community Assistance
Center (CAC) by Kathy and Mike Havey. The Haveys
and Anna Morine continue to volunteer at CAC.
Anna is doing a great job at sorting the donated
diapers.

We were grateful to hear from Jake Hughes (Tom & Barbara's grandson) on
October 19, who just completed a month of internship in Zambia with Alliance for
Children Everywhere. Jake provided a Ministry for Ministry during the 10:30

worship service and also spoke during a combined 9:30 Sunday school hour.

Sandy Springs

EDUCATION FORCE

October 25, 2025
Register: RunSignUp.com/SSEF

Travis Block passing out

water to the runners.

MVPC was a sponsor of the Sandy Springs Education Force's
Lightning Run Race fundraiser on October 25. David Hill
organized the MVPC race volunteers.

For local schools, we have purchased Learning Tools for students with Autism, Books in Spanish for Middle
Schoolers, Positive Behavior Incentives, and classroom supplies not available through the Teacher Supply Closet.

In November, we will be collecting Thanksgiving food items to support Stirred Up Ministries.



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Thank you to all the MVPC members who donate their time
and energy to benefit our community and our world! The
Outreach Ministry Team “spotlights” our members to share their
volunteer experiences and the many opportunities available. If
you know of someone who should be spotlighted, please
contact Kathryn Wade, Mike Havey or Christy Hill.

“My Lifelong Love of Volunteering”
Beppie Lever shares her story:

In high school, | volunteered as a tutor with Inner City Mission in Mobile, Alabama, and that started my
lifelong love of volunteering and helping others get involved. Twenty-six years ago | started volunteering
with the Community Assistance Center, when it was in Gailey Hall, sorting and giving out food and
clothing. I still volunteer at CAC every Monday afternoon, sorting and pricing donated Household Items for
the Canopy Thrift Shop. | love that CAC now has client choice models for their Food Pantries and Thrift
Shop, so that clients get to shop and make their own selections using vouchers. You can donate clothing
and household items or shop at the Thrift Shop located at 8607 Roswell Road. All proceeds go to CAC
Programs. Volunteers are needed weekly, as well as for seasonal programs. www.ourcac.org/individual-

volunteer-opportunities/ or email volunteers@ourcac.org.

| started volunteering with Sandy Springs Education Force in 2010, as a Senior Push Mentor working with
high school seniors who needed guidance to figure out what to do after graduation. | continued to get
more involved in their other programs, joined committees, and served on their Board of Directors before
going to work for them as the Program Director in 2023. SSEF’s mission is to create targeted programs that
educate, inspire and prepare public school students in Sandy Springs for a competitive world. Right now
we especially need more volunteers fo serve as mentors to high school seniors and weekly Reading
Buddies at elementary schools. It is so important for these students to know that there are adults in the
community beyond their family and teachers, who show up for them and are rooting for their success.
SSEF appreciates all of the MVPC Volunteers who help with the Lightning Run and monthly book sorting in
Gailey Hall. Volunteer with us, get paid in smiles! www.sandyspringseducationforce.org/volunteer-form/ or

email beppielever@earthlink.net.




Hindu Temple &

Lunch

Rock Climbing
with the Duncan
family, Isaac, Carrie,
Samantha

Watercolor Class
fun with Donna
Martin

Even Quinn comes
up front for the
Children’s Moment
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50™ Anniversary
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Animals




Mailing Address:
MVPC
P.O.Box 76051

This & That

i GA 30358 CHURCH OFFICE
andy Springs, HOURS

404.255.2211
MONDAY-THURSDAY

mvpchurch.org BAM-4PM
FRIDAY 8AM - 2PM

NOVEMBER EVENTS

R

Presbyterian Women
il
Book Circle
11/14

Church Office Closed
11/26 & 11/27

Lunch Bunch
Hanging of the Green
11/30

What did one DNA say to the other DNA?
“Do these genes make me look fat?”

Photos courtesy of: Shari Freeman, Christy Hill, Donna Martin, Dee
Bradford-Smith, Penny Kiel, Mary McClurg
(Please send any pictures of your events to debbie@mvpchurch.org)







