
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
TWENTY SECOND  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
NOVEMBER 9, 2025 • 10:30 AM 

Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 

† For those who are able, please stand. 

GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC      “Come Thou Fount”       Rev. Jonathan Freeman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words: Robert Robinson. Music: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second. #475 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS        Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

OPENING PRAYER  

† CALL TO WORSHIP 
  ONE: Sometimes the road is open, sometimes it is closed. 
  ALL: But the pathway to Christ is always open. 

  ONE: Today, we are reminded that the King’s Highway of this world is not always open. 
  ALL: But we are also reminded that we worship the eternal King who longs to open hearts and 
   minds each and every day. 

  ONE: Open our hearts and minds so that when the roads are closed, the light of your path  
   remains. 
  ALL: Guide us along the road that transcends heaven and earth. Let us worship God! 

 

“Ebenezer” is a 
Hebrew term for a 
‘stone of help’ that 
would be set up to 
thank God for 
God’s assistance. 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, Mount of God's unchanging love! 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above. 



† OPENING HYMN (#210)        “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                     Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
God of the Journey, often we are told in this world that we are not allowed to pass through. 
That the road is not open, that the job is going to someone else, or that the friend is saying 
goodbye. We are left feeling aimless and wandering in the wilderness. In these moments, amid 
our wandering, help us to wonder. To wonder where you reside in the feelings of loss, rejection, 
and abandonment. Help us to see your presence, and allow us to share it when those around us 
express emptiness. For our calling as Christians is to continually turn towards you. When one 
path closes, let us look for the next one to open. For that is where you are. Present with us in the 
wilderness, present with us in the aimlessness, pointing us to the path of new hope … (silent 
confession) … Amen.  

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE                “O God, You Are My God” 

 
 
 
 

 

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing. 

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT   

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer. 
         Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

 

Words: Isaac Watts. Music: William Croft.   

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 

I will seek you in the morning, and I will learn to walk in your ways. 
And step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days. 

     Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
     Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 

Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame, 
 From everlasting Thou art God, to endless years the same. 

A thousand ages in Thy sight are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 

Time, like an ever rolling stream, soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home. 

This hymn 
paraphrases 
Psalm 90. 



†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

 

THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION         Rev. Patrick Day 

    SCRIPTURE          Numbers 20:14-21 

    HOMILY              “Navigating Roads: The King’s Highway” 

 

RESPONSE 

†    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Second Helvetic Confession 5.112)              Rev. Shari Freeman 

ONE: What is faith? 
ALL: Christian faith is not an opinion or human conviction, but a most firm trust and a clear 
 and steadfast assent of the mind, and then a most certain apprehension of the truth of 
 God presented in the Scriptures and in the Apostles’ Creed, and thus also of God 
 himself, the greatest good, and especially of God’s promise and of Christ who is the 
 fulfilment of all promises. 

     PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

     OFFERTORY                   “Give Me Jesus” 
                   arr. Larry L. Fleming 

 
†   DOXOLOGY (#592)   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Geneva Psalter 

†   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING           George Hammett 



   SENDING 
†   CLOSING HYMN (see insert)   “We Are Marching in the Light of God“ 

†   BENEDICTION                    Rev. Patrick Day 

     POSTLUDE           “Festive Trumpet Tune”           David German 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Patrick Day, Guest Preacher 

Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care 
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 

Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist 
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician 

Chancel Choir 

Navigating Roads 

The Bourne Bridge connects the mainland to Cape Cod in Massachusetts over 
the Cape Cod Canal. It was always exciting to see the big ships go through the 

canal. As a child we spent a lot of time going across that bridge to my 
grandparents or our place. We always knew when we got to the bridge that we 

were almost there (the 1.5 hr. drive to the Cape felt so long as a child).  
Debbie Nysewander 

(The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred 
worship experience to the secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart 

during the postlude, or hang around and hear the grand Mount Vernon organ!) 



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

November 16     “Navigating Roads”, Psalm 98, Luke 21:5-19, Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 

November 23     “Navigating Roads: The Road to Emmaus”, Luke 13:13-35,  
        Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 
 
 
 
 
Book Sorting:  Join us TODAY at 5pm in Gailey Hall to sort books for Sandy Springs Education 
Force. 
 
Senior Lunch & Games: Join us on Wednesday, November 19 at 11:30am in Gailey Hall! 
 
Our November Communion Offering will continue one of our congregation’s longest outreach 
traditions by collecting non-perishable food items for Stirred-Up Ministries to distribute in 
Thanksgiving baskets for vulnerable families in the East Lake area of Atlanta. Stirred-Up 
Ministries is a year-round enrichment program for at-risk youth providing summer sports camps, 
tutoring, mentoring, and family counseling designed to help the kids succeed in school and 
embrace God’s vision and purpose for their lives.  

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on November 11 at 10:30 in the Session Room. 
Shari Freeman will teach Lesson Three: Jesus is Tested in the 2025-2026 Bible study guide, 
Finding Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in Jesus Christ. The Book Circle will meet on November 
14 and review The Ride of Her Life (Nonfiction biography) by Elizabeth Letts. Circle of Grace 
women will meet from 5:00pm-6:30pm on November 16 at Shelly Ray's home for our annual 
College Care Package gathering, where we make care packages for our youth members in 
college.  Please email Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to join our 
group of women who get together multiple times a year for fellowship and a devotional.  

November 9, 2025 

MVPC Announcements…. 

mailto:lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com


Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update 
As of November 6  Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 448,283   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   54,705                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     6,110  $    26,000 
     Total    $509,098                 $ 586,000 

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for 
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.  

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical 
Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Change is in the air! Nights are cooler, leaves are yellower, squirrels and 
chipmunks are busy hoarding food for difficult days. Have you prepared for difficult days or would 
some companionship assist you in navigating a divorce, a job loss, a change in your role at work or 
in a family, grief that still is intense and now invasive as you try to move on, a new health diagnosis, 
early dementia, or dying? Your church's Stephen Ministry team stays trained and ready to help you 
and friends in our community. Reach out by calling or emailing Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a 
pastor to get connected. 

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Carolyn Bowen, Lorry Clark, Dick Freeman, Gerald Fudge, Bruce Hagenau, Megan 
Kendall, Elizabeth Small, Chromer Smith, and the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee, ACE, Los 
Niños Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Attendance 11/2: Sanctuary: 85     Online: 19 

Dates for your calendar: 
November 16 Welcome reception for Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes  
November 30 Hanging of the Green 

December 16 Longest Night, Taizé Service 

December 24 Live Nativity/Christmas Eve Service 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or 
monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 

There will be no offering plates passed during the service in 
the month of November. 



We Are Marching in the Light of God 

 

We are marching in the light of God; we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching in the light of God; we are marching in the light of, the light of God.  
We are marching, marching, we are marching, marching, we are marching in the light of, the light 
of God. 
We are marching, marching, we are marching, marching, we are marching in the light of God. 

 

We are dancing in the light of God; we are dancing in the light of God. 
We are dancing in the light of God; we are dancing in the light of, the light of God.  
We are dancing, dancing, we are dancing, dancing, we are dancing in the light of, the light of God. 
We are dancing, dancing, we are dancing, dancing, we are dancing in the light of God. 

 

We are praying in the light of God; we are praying in the light of God. 
We are praying in the light of God; we are praying in the light of, the light of God.  
We are praying, praying, we are praying, praying, we are praying in the light of, the light of God. 
We are praying, praying, we are praying, praying, we are praying in the light of God. 

 

We are singing in the light of God; we are singing in the light of God. 
We are singing in the light of God; we are singing in the light of, the light of God.  
We are singing, singing, we are singing, singing, we are singing in the light of, the light of God. 
We are singing, singing, we are singing, singing, we are singing in the light of God. 


