MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 30, 2025 + 10:30 AM

Reaching Out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

t For those who are able, please stand.
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GATHERING
RINGING OF THE BELLS
GATHERING MUSIC “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” Rev. Jonathan Freeman

Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella
Bring a torch, come swiftly and run
Christ is born, tell the folk of the village
Jesus is sleeping in His cradle
Ah, ah, beautiful is the mother
Ah, ah beautiful is her Son

Hasten now, good folk of the village
Hasten now, the Christ Child to see
You will find him asleep in the manger
Quietly come, and whisper softly
Hush, hush, peacefully now he slumbers

Hush, hush, peacefully now he sleeps

17th Century French Carol



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes
OPENING PRAYER

t CALL TO WORSHIP/LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Session Members

ONE: In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?
ALL: We see hope when we look to the next generation.
We feel hopeful when we gather together.
We know hope, deep in our bones, when we dream of a better world.

ONE: You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us.
Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of
light help us remember that we have reason to hope.

ALL:  Thanks be to God! Amen.

T OPENING HYMN (see insert) “While We Are Waiting, Come”

t PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your presence in our lives. We long
for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world. However, if we're honest, we
rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst. Forgive our rushing and distractions.
Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space. Remind us that even in the time of
Herod, even on the longest nights, you are always there ... (silent confession) ... Amen.

T ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

T RESPONSE (#9) “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
(v. 1)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

12th Century, ©1990 arr. John Weaver

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.)

T PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in @ manner comfortable for one another.)



THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes
SCRIPTURE Lamentations 3:55-57; Isaiah 43:19-21
Luke 1:5-13
SERMON “We Long for God to Break in and See God at Work”
RESPONSE
T HYMN (#2) “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
t AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Sanctified Art) Rev. Shari Freeman

We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night, and still we believe.
We believe in a with-us God. We believe in the hope of tomorrow.

We believe that good news is louder than fear. We believe this good news is for all people.

So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles,

Even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other. We will look for God in our midst.

We will sing songs of joy. We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born.

We have seen the longest night, and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY “Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn”

Anthony Menardi, Soloist
arr. Marty Haugen. ©1983 GIA Publications, Inc.

t DOXOLOGY (#592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Text: Thomas Ken Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Geneva Psalter

After attending a
carol concert, the
author and
composer of this
hymn was moved
to create a
contemporary,
accessible carol
that drew on the
familiar images in

anew way.

t PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Ben Cumming



SENDING

T CLOSING HYMN (#13) “Prepare the Way"
T BENEDICTION Rev. Colussy-Estes
POSTLUDE “People, Look East”

Jerry Westenkeuhler

(The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred
worship experience to the secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart

during the postlude, or hang around and hear the grand Mount Vernon organ!)

Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes, Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician
Chancel Choir

The artwork we will be using during Advent is
from A Sanctified Art

Liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified
Art LLC |sanctifiedart.org

We are located at: Our mailing address is:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE P.O.Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 Sandy Springs, GA 30358

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763


http://sanctifiedart.org/

MVPC Announcements....
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Worship
10:30-11:30am

Upcoming Services/Events:

December 7 “Even in our Fear, We Are Called Forward”, Jeremiah 1:4-10, Luke 1:26-39
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes
December 14 Lessons & Carols & Children’s Pageant

Hanging of the Greens: Please come back this afternoon at 5pm to help decorate the Sanctuary,
sing some carols, and then enjoy dinner in the Fellowship Hall!

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 9, in the Kirk Center with
a lesson and a potluck luncheon. Sarah Chalpan will teach lesson 4: The Prodigal Child, The
Eldest Child, and the Devoted Parent. We will also be filling gift bags for the International
Women's House. The Book Circle will meet on December 12 for their Christmas meeting and
luncheon at Ann William's home. Ann Young will lead a review of The Time of the Child (Family
Life Fiction) by Niall Williams. Circle of Grace: please email Lisa Cumming at
lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to join our group of women who get together

multiple times a year for fellowship and a devotional.

Lunch Bunch: Join us for lunch at City BBQ with the pastors TODAY, Sunday, November 30 after
worship.

Children’s Christmas Workshop & Pageant: Let’s play games, eat yummy snacks, make crafts,
e and watch Christmas movies together! All children, ages 4-12, are invited to join the Christian
Education team and Isaac in Gailey Hall on Saturday, December 13, 10-1pm for our Children’s
Christmas Workshop. A pizza lunch will be provided, and friends and grandchildren are
welcome! If you are interested, please reach out to Isaac or go to our signup page: https://
forms.gle/p6WMvi2GbE3zmYc3A.

This year we will incorporate our Children’s Christmas Pageant into our Lessons and Carols
worship service on December 14, 10:30am. There will be opportunities to wear costumes, sing
carols, and read scripture for those interested. If you are interested, please reach out to Isaac or
go to our signup page: https://forms.gle/p6WMvi2GbE3zmYc3A

November 30, 2025



mailto:lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com
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Make sure to follow us
G '@l on social media to stay
~ up to date!

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
ADULET Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical
ggﬂgg{ Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m.

Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information.

Stephen Ministry: Mary Oliver, the poet, reminds us that attentiveness can enrich our awareness

and central focus. It is that time of the year to be mindful of our blessings. But, just now in America,

not all have shelter or food in their belly and many are over-worked or unable to find work. We all

. must plan fogether to improve housing, food distribution, and mental health options in our
%TE{’SHIE{w community. Please remember that your church's Stephen Ministry is here, poised to help with
listening, encouragement, companionship, and resources as you or a friend struggle through a

difficult fime. Contact Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a pastor to get connected. .

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Lorry Clark, Bruce Hagenau, Shelly Hines, Megan Kendall, Charlotte Mills, Greg
Morris, Htet Nyunt & family, and ACE, CAC, Los Nifios Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gazaq,
Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia.

Christian Sympathy for friends and family of Cathy Austin who died November 20.
Attendance 11/23: Sanctuary: 96 Online: 18

Dates for your calendar:

December 13  Children’s Christmas Workshop
December 14 Senior Adult Christmas Luncheon

Atlanta Concert Band Christmas Concert, 4pm
December 16 Longest Night Taizé Service
December 24 Live Nativity/Christmas Eve Service

There will be no offering plates passed during the service in the month of November.

Financial Update

As of November 26 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving $ 460,004 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge S 60,715 S 60,000
Non-Member Giving &
Loose Offering S 6,452 S 26,000
Total $527,171 $ 586,000

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or

monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org



