
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 23, 2025 • 10:30 AM 

Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 

† For those who are able, please stand. 

GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC   “You Are My King (Amazing Love)”        Asa Pedi, Soloist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Music & Words: Billy J. Foote 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS            Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                  Stan Williams 

OPENING PRAYER              Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 

† CALL TO WORSHIP 
  ONE: God created the world. 
  ALL: God’s reign shall never end. 

  ONE: God is with us as we navigate the roads in our lives. 
  ALL: God’s presence is continual. 

  ONE: God delivered us in freedom and truth. 
  ALL: God’s love for us is everlasting. Let us worship God! 

† OPENING HYMN (see insert)          “Day of Arising” 

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken 
I'm accepted, you were condemned 

I'm alive and well, your Spirit is within me 
Because You died and rose again 

Chorus 
Amazing love, how can it be  

That You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it's true 
And it's my joy to honor You  

In all I do, I honor You 



†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                   Rev. Shari Freeman 
Holy God, we confess that we have ignored Christ’s leading role in our lives. We have been 
quick to call on others to follow your ways, yet slow to do the same ourselves. We have been 
bold in demanding generosity, mercy, and forgiveness for ourselves, yet quiet when it comes to 
offering welcome, love, and compassion to others.  
 
Forgive us, O God. Continue to walk with us as we navigate the roads in our lives. Give us 
boldness to profess our faith and courage to follow you. Restore in us, yet again, the 
commitment to be more Christlike in word, in deed, and in spirit … (silent confession) … Amen.  
 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE                “O God, You Are My God” 

 
 
 
 

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing. 

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT              Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer. 
         Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

 

THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION         Rev. Colussy-Estes 

    SCRIPTURE                      Luke 24:13-35 

    SERMON        “Navigating Roads: The Road to Emmaus” 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 

I will seek you in the morning, and I will learn to walk in your ways. 
And step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days. 



RESPONSE 

†    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed)      Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

     OFFERTORY              “The Road Not Taken” 
        Words: Robert Frost. Music: Randall Thompson 

†   DOXOLOGY (#592)   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

                   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                   Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Geneva Psalter 

†   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                     Moira Speirs 

     THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER          Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 
 INVITATION TO THE TABLE        Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                   Rev. Shari Freeman 
     ONE:   The Lord be with you.        ALL:   And also with you. 
     ONE:   Lift up your hearts.        ALL:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
     ONE:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.     ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

    PRAYERS OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER         

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, On 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, As we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

     BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

     COMMUNION MUSIC           “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus”            Keenan Kade, Soloist 
arr. Mark Hayes 

     PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

For the last 20 
years of his life, 
poet Robert Frost, 
would visit the 
Agnes Scott 
campus every 
spring on his way 
to Florida, staying 
for a week or so on 
campus to give 
readings, meet 
with students and 
faculty, and enjoy 
spring in Decatur.   



   SENDING 

†   CLOSING HYMN (#151)  “Crown Him with Many Crowns“ 

†   BENEDICTION                 Rev. Colussy-Estes 

     CHORAL BENEDICTION            “A Parting Blessing”             Jerome Williams 

     POSTLUDE               “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 
arr. Marvin Gaspard 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes, Interim Pastor 
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist 

Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician 
Chancel Choir 

Navigating Roads 

In 2002, I participated in the Road to Emmaus weekend retreat at a lovely 
convent in Northern Kentucky which was life-changing for my faith journey. It 
has become my repeating reference point that was, & still is so key to my 
life.  Some of the memories of the retreat are meditation time, group talks, 
meals together, music & thoughtful, confirming letters from my sponsor and 
dear friends.    In my mind’s eye I see myself on that road with the stranger 
friend, Jesus.        Gloria Gillespie  

(The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred 
worship experience to the secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart 

during the postlude, or hang around and hear the grand Mount Vernon organ!) 



Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

November 30      “We Long for God to Break In”, Lamentations 3:55-57, Luke 1:5-13 
         Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 
December 7      “What Do You Fear? Even in our Fear, We are Called Forward“,  
         Isaiah 43:19-21, Matthew 11:1-11, Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMINDER: The church office will be closed this week but you can reach the staff via email. 

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 9, in the Kirk Center with 
a lesson and a potluck luncheon. Sarah Chalpan will teach lesson 4: The Prodigal Child, The 
Eldest Child, and the Devoted Parent. We will also be filling gift bags for the International 
Women's House. The Book Circle will meet on December 12 for their Christmas meeting and 
luncheon at Ann William's home. Ann Young will lead a review of The Time of the Child (Family 
Life Fiction) by Niall Williams. Circle of Grace: please email Lisa Cumming at 
lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to join our group of women who get together 
multiple times a year for fellowship and a devotional.  

Lunch Bunch:  Join us for lunch at City BBQ with the pastors on Sunday, November 30 

Children’s Christmas Workshop & Pageant: Let’s play games, eat yummy snacks, make crafts, 
and watch Christmas movies together! All children, ages 4-12, are invited to join the Christian 
Education team and Isaac in Gailey Hall on Saturday, December 13, 10-1pm for our Children’s 
Christmas Workshop. A pizza lunch will be provided, and friends and grandchildren are 
welcome! If you are interested, please reach out to Isaac or go to our signup page: https://
forms.gle/p6WMvi2GbE3zmYc3A. Check our weekly Happenings for details about our Christmas 
Pageant!! 

November 23, 2025 

MVPC Announcements…. 

 

mailto:lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/p6WMvi2GbE3zmYc3A
https://forms.gle/p6WMvi2GbE3zmYc3A


Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update 
As of November 20  Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 457,989   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   60,715                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     6,317  $    26,000 
     Total    $525,021                 $ 586,000 

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for 
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.  

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical 
Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Mary Oliver, the poet, reminds us that attentiveness can enrich our awareness 
and central focus. It is that time of the year to be mindful of our blessings. But, just now in America, 
not all have shelter or food in their belly and many are over-worked or unable to find work. We all 
must plan together to improve housing, food distribution, and mental health options in our 
community. Please remember that your church's Stephen Ministry is here, poised to help with 
listening, encouragement, companionship, and resources as you or a friend struggle through a 
difficult time. Contact Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a pastor to get connected. . 

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Carolyn Bowen, Lorry Clark, Bruce Hagenau, Shelly Hines, Megan Kendall, 
Charlotte Mills, Melody Minton, Anna Morine, Greg Morris, Htet Nyunt, Elizabeth Small, and ACE, 
CAC, Los Niños Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Attendance 11/16: Sanctuary: 113     Online: 22 

Dates for your calendar: 
November 30 Hanging of the Greens 

December 13 Children’s Christmas Workshop 

December 16 Longest Night, Taizé Service 

December 24 Live Nativity/Christmas Eve Service 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or 
monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 

There will be no offering plates passed during the service in the month of November. 


