MOUNT YERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
NOVEMBER 16, 2025« 10:30 AM

Reaching Out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

t For those who are able, please stand.

GATHERING

RINGING OF THE BELLS

GATHERING MUSIC My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout” Rev. Jonathan Freeman
Canticle of the Turning (v. 1 & 2)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes
MINUTE FOR MISSION Jennifer Neal Clark

Executive Director, International Women'’s House
OPENING PRAYER

Tt CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: Sing to the Lord a new song, a song of thanksgiving and praise!
ALL:  Sing with joy for God's steadfast love and faithfulness.

ONE: From Mount Vernon to Johnson Ferry, make a joyful noise with music and voice!
ALL:  Everywhere in between, seek out the signs of God’s presence among us.

ONE: Spruill Lane will roar, the Village parking lot will clap its hands, and the trees will shout,
ALL:  For all will recognize the coming of the Lord. Sing a new song, let us worship God!

T OPENING HYMN (see insert) “Earth and All Stars!”

t PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

God of Grace and Forgiveness, you have walked alongside us for generations. No matter the
road we travel, your presence joins us. Your presence offers guidance and comfort, encourages
us on the challenging roads, and sings aloud with us in celebration. We confess this morning that
we do not always attend to your presence or listen to your guidance. We assume that we know
the road, that we've been there before. We hold to certain well worn paths, and we are
suspicious of new paths. We prefer to stay where we are rather than explore where you lead us.
Hear our confession, and remind us of your constant presence in our lives, in our church, and in
our world. Invite us into your steadfast love, your forgiveness, and your guidance on the road
ahead ... (silent confession) ... Amen.



Tt ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

T RESPONSE “O God, You Are My God”

O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.

O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.
| will seek you in the morning, and | will learn to walk in your ways.
And step by step you'll lead me, and | will follow you all of my days.

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.)

t PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in @ manner comfortable for one another.)

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes

SCRIPTURE Psalm 98, Luke 21:5-19

HOMILY “Navigating Roads: Leaving Jerusalem”



RESPONSE

t AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Confession of 1967, 9.54-9.55) Rev. Shari Freeman

Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city, the household of God,
a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, and an unending day culminate in the image of the
kingdom. The kingdom represents God’s triumph over all that resists the divine will and
disrupts God'’s creation. Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, stirring hope
in all people and preparing the world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. With
an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and strives for a better
world. It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it
despair in the face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond
all partial achievement to the final triumph of God.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Th uv-
OFFERTORY “Via Dol ” Nichol Jacobs. S e song “Via
1a Lolorosa ICNOl JACOoDs, oOprano  polorosa” reflects
Liam Jacobs, Guitar on the suffering and
crucifixion of Jesus
Christ. It refers

Words & Music: Billy Sprague and Niles Borop

DOXOLOGY (#592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” specifically to the
path Jesus walked
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; on the way to His
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. crucifixion in

Text: Thomas Ken Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Geneva Psalter Jerusalem. The song
was made popular

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Children of MYPC by singer Sandi Patti
in 1984.
SENDING
CLOSING HYMN (see insert) “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout” Rev. Jonathan Freeman

Canticle of the Turning (v. 3 & 4)

BENEDICTION Rev. Colussy-Estes

POSTLUDE “Prelude and Fugue in C Major” J.S. Bach

(The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred
worship experience to the secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart

during the postlude, or hang around and hear the grand Mount Vernon organ!)
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When | thought about roads that lead to the story of God, | thought
about the Via Dolorosa. The Via Dolorosa, often translated as 'Sorrowful
Way' or 'Way of Suffering', is also known as the Via Crucis, or 'Way of the
Cross." It is a processional route in the Old City of Jerusalem. It represents
the path that Jesus took, forced by the Roman soldiers, on the way to his
crucifixion. Everyone has their own Via Dolorosa to walk sometimes in
their life.

Navigating Roads \

Htet Nyuy

Welcome! We are glad to worship with you today!

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our
church office at 404.255.2211, or speak with one of our pastors after the service.
Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you greet your

neighbor.

Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes, Interim Pastor
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician
Chancel Choir

We are located at: Our mailing address is:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE P.O.Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 Sandy Springs, GA 30358

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763
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Worship
10:30-11:30am

Upcoming Services/Events:

November 23  “Navigating Roads: The Road to Emmaus”, Luke 13:13-35,
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes

November 30 "We Long for God to Break In”, Lamentations 3:55-57, Luke 1:5-13
Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes

The flowers in the Sanctuary today are in honor of Rev. Kate Colussy-Estes.

G&g‘g}?‘ Senior Lunch & Games: Join us this Wednesday, November 19 at 11:30am in Gailey Hall!
Our November Communion Offering will confinue one of our congregation’s longest outreach
traditions by collecting non-perishable food items for Stirred-Up Ministries to distribute in

Thanksgiving baskets for vulnerable families in the East Lake area of Atlanta. Stirred-Up
Ministries is a year-round enrichment program for at-risk youth providing summer sports camps,
tutoring, mentoring, and family counseling designed to help the kids succeed in school and
embrace God's vision and purpose for their lives.

~ Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 9 in the Kirk Center, with
\\\ a lesson and a potluck luncheon. Sarah Chalpan will teach lesson 4: The Prodigal Child, The

Eldest Child, and the Devoted Parent. We will also be filling gift bags for the International
: ) Women's House. The Book Circle will meet on December 12. Ann Young will lead a review of The
Time of the Child (Family Life Fiction) by Niall Williams. Circle of Grace women will meet from
5:00pm-6:30pm TODAY November 16 at Shelly Ray's home for our annual College Care
Package gathering, where we make care packages for our youth members in college. Please

email Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to join our group of women

who get together multiple times a year for fellowship and a devotional.

Our annual Stuff the Bus for Stirred Up Ministries will be next Sunday, Nov 23. Please bring your
Thanksgiving food donations to the church no later than 10:30 am.

November 16, 2025



mailto:lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com

Make sure to follow us
G '@l on social media to stay
~ up to date!

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
ADULET Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical
ggﬂgg{ Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m.

Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information.

Stephen Ministry: Mary Oliver, the poet, reminds us that attentiveness can enrich our awareness
and central focus. It is that time of the year to be mindful of our blessings. But, just now in America,
not all have shelter or food in their belly and many are over-worked or unable to find work. We all
g must plan fogether to improve housing, food distribution, and mental health options in our
%Tl\f?ﬂ%’:{] community. Please remember that your church's Stephen Ministry is here, poised to help with
listening, encouragement, companionship, and resources as you or a friend struggle through a

difficult fime. Contact Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a pastor to get connected. .

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Carolyn Bowen, Lorry Clark, Gerald Fudge, Bruce Hagenau, Megan Kendall,
Melody Minton, Maria Nyunt, Elizabeth Small, and ACE, Los Nifios Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/

Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia.

Attendance 11/9: Sanctuary: 99 Online: 17

Dates for your calendar:

November 18 Taizé, 7pm in the Sanctuary
November 30 Hanging of the Green
December 16 Longest Night, Taizé Service

December 24 Live Nativity/Christmas Eve Service

There will be no offering plates passed during the service in the month of November.

Financial Update

As of November 13 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving $ 455,877 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge S 59,705 S 60,000
Non-Member Giving &
Loose Offering S 6,210 S 26,000
Total $521,792 $ 586,000

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or

monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org



CREATIOMN AMD FROVIDEMNCE

26 Farth and All Stars!

| | | . -
1 i : i | : 1 I'lI 1
| ) ¥
(ST s =
Y e § 3 ° &= & o
S
1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
| 2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals! Sing to the
3 En - gines and steell Loud pound-ing ham - mers!
4 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound -ing wis - dom!
T P — it
—— =
] r [ | |
P I I B L
[ | ] . | - | q I+ 4 | I
‘ | —o—" - —
TJ |"" e —Lg o=t ——
— Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing
) Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum-ming
1
Lord @ MEW SUNE ime-stone and beams! Loud build - ing
Daugh-ter and son! Loud pray -in
Foe o o i
eSS s e e =
NS I —
P S T MM NS
b gt e
EE i =TT
L ‘\""--___'___.-""'J
aniow - storm!
work - erdl Sing to the Lord a new song! God has done
mem - bers!
Rt
L | | |
- 1 I. | F. .| 1 1 | 1 1 | ] 1 | |
I 1 F | I""\--._l__:.--""'-‘rl ] ] 1 ] ]
g |!1 i/’r-_r‘\ | | - L™ | i
o) - m—-ﬁ—_—g:ﬁr—pl =]
mar - vel-pus things. We too sing prais-es witha new  song!
= IPPYE  aY
| i I J: ] I = J|'
S e 2 . —

1 I — =N

This lively text was wrillen for the 90th anniversary of 5. Olaf College in Morthfiald, Minnesota. Echaing
Psalm 28, it s a priree example of 8 20h-century hymn 5!#& biaged on phrases cather than complete
sentences, The exuberant tune was created expressly for these wosds,

TEXT: Hedsent Froderck Brokedng, 1064
MALISKC: David M. Johnsom, 15968

Tt amed Muesic €1 1968 Asigebiveg PubBishing Howse (aosin, Augstang Forlrecs)
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