MOUNT YERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
OCTOBER 5, 2025 - 10:30 AM

Reaching Out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

t For those who are able, please stand.

GATHERING

RINGING OF THE BELLS

GATHERING MUSIC “Jesus, Teach Me”
Nichol Jacobs, Soprano
Erica Pirtle, Flute

Daniel Holloway, Cello

Words: Bert Stratton. Music: Vicki Tucker Courtney.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
STORIES OF STEWARDSHIP
OPENING PRAYER

t CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: Here in this place, there are no foreigners,

ALL: For all are welcome in God'’s house.

ONE: Here in this worship, there is only acceptance,
ALL: For love is the language of faith.

ONE: Here in our lives, we are loyal to one another.
ALL: For God dwells in each of us. Let us worship God!

T OPENING HYMN (#543) “Abide with Me”

Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; the darkness deepens; Lord with me abide!
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, help of the helpless, O abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;

Change and decay in all around | see. O Thou who changest not, abide with me.

| need Thy presence every passing hour; what but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.

| fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless: ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? | triumph still, if Thou abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; shine through the gloom and point me to the skies:

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Rev. Shari Freeman

This hymn is
connected to
the story of the
Walk to
Emmaus found
in Luke 24. In
the story, the
resurrected
Jesus was
walking with
two disciples.
As the disciples
came to their
destination,
Jesus continued
to walk on. The
disciples said,
“Stay with us,
because it is
almost evening
and the day is
now nearly
over.” So, Jesus
went in to stay
with them.
(Luke 24:29)

Words: Henry Lyte. Music: William Henry Monk.



T PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

O God, you have been faithful, yet we have not loved you with our whole hearts. You have
shown us how to love our fellow human beings, yet we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. You have invited us to be a unified community, yet we have fueled the fires of
animosity and division. You have called us to accompany others and show loyalty, yet we have
abandoned our brothers and sisters by prioritizing our needs above theirs. Turn our hearts back
to you, O God, so that we may live out your commandment to love others, through Christ our

Lord ... (silent confession) ... Amen.

Tt ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

T RESPONSE “O God, You Are My God”

O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.

O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.
| will seek you in the morning, and | will learn to walk in your ways.
And step by step you'll lead me, and | will follow you all of my days.

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.)

t PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in @ manner comfortable for one another.)

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Shari Freeman

SCRIPTURE Ruth 1:1-9, 16-18, 22

HOMILY “Navigating Roads: The Path of Loyalty”



RESPONSE
Tt AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ  The three-article

his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, structure of this

. . . . . creed, one article for
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into

each person of the
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth  trinity, reflects the
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge most ancient

the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the :s':::::; ::;T::qs
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the . iihew 28:18-20.

life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERTORY “Let This Mind Be In You”

Chancel Choir
Erica Pirtle, Flute

Daniel Holloway, Cello
Words & Music: Ruth Elaine Schram.

T DOXOLOGY (#592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Text: Thomas Ken Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Geneva Psalter

T PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Holly Duncan
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
INVITATION TO THE TABLE Rev. Shari Freeman
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
ONE: The Lord be with you. ALL: And also with you.
ONE: Lift up your hearts. ALL: We lift them up to the Lord.

ONE: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PRAYERS OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, On
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, As we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

COMMUNION MUSIC “I Need Thee Every Hour”
“Great is Thy Faithfulness”

Erica Pirtle, Flute

Daniel Holloway, Cello
arr. Tyler Adams

POST COMMUNION PRAYER



SENDING

t CLOSING HYMN (#386) O For a World”

O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways,
Where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise.

O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved,
Where truth is spoken, children spared, Equality achieved.

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice
That opens us to unity and gives our vision voice.

The poor are rich, the weak are strong, the foolish ones are wise.
Tell all who mourn; Outcasts belong, who perishes will rise.

O for a world preparing for God'’s glorious reign of peace,
Where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.

Sister Miriam
Therese Winter is a
Roman Catholic
Medical Mission
Sister, theologian,
writer and
songwriter. She is a
Professor of
Liturgy, worship,
spirituality and
feminist studies at
Hartford Seminary.

Words: Miriam Winter. Music: Lowell Mason. ©1990 Medical Mission Sisters.

t BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Hispanic Praise (Plaza Las Glorias)

Rev. Shari Freeman

arr. Dennis Janzer

/ Navigating Roads

.

A radio broadcaster once stated that Lower Wacker Drive was voted “The 8th Wonder of the World.” Lower
Wacker is an ingenious matrix of tunnel-like roads easing savvy drivers into and out of the Chicago Loop. |
often reflected on how Lower Wacker made me fearful with its dark, winding twists and turns, and local
wandering street people. At the same time, | enjoyed its amazing views of the Chicago River, bridge archi-

tecture, and underbelly of Chicago’s “L System.” Lower Wacker Drive represents the paradox of big city life.

_ JoAnn Fiﬁey

~

Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist
Chancel Choir

We are located at:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763

Our mailing address is:
P.O.Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA 30358
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Worship
10:30-11:30am

Welcome! We are glad to worship with you today!

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you
greet your neighbor.

Upcoming Services/Events:

" October 12 “Navigating Roads: The Road to Jericho”, Luke 10:25-37
- Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
g October 19 “Navigating Roads: Gates”, Matthew 7:13-14, Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

Join Shari for lunch at City BBQ after worship TODAY.

Our October Communion Offering is for treats to benefit area schools’ fall festival activities. We
are also celebrating SOCTOBER by collecting new and gently used socks which will go to various
outreach partners, including Community Assistance Center, Stirred-Up  Ministries,
InternationalWomen's House, VA Domiciliary, and Clifton Sanctuary.

Pumpkin Palooza: Join us on Sunday, October 19, 4-6pm for pumpkin decorating, a costume
contest, family fun activities, and chili!

4 Pumpkin"

Palooza!
Hes

AMIS Atlanta invites you to befriend an international student during the 2025-2026 school year!
Join our Amigo Friendship Program to be matched with an undergraduate or graduate
international student studying at one of metro Atlanta's colleges or universities. You will
broaden your horizons through cultural exchange and help an international student adjust to
living in a new place. To learn more about their program, visit www.amisatlanta.org/

amigovolunteer.

Interim Pastor Nominating Committee: The IPNC is currently interviewing candidates.

October 5, 2025



http://www.amisatlanta.org/amigovolunteer
http://www.amisatlanta.org/amigovolunteer

Make sure to follow us
on social media to stay
up to date!

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on October 14 at 10:30 in the Session Room. Pat
Davis will teach Lesson Two: Mary "of a Certain Village" in the 2025-2026 Bible study guide,
Finding Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in Jesus Christ. The Book Circle will meet on October 10 at
10:00 in the Session Room. Pat Davis will lead a review of My Antonia (Historical fiction) by Willa
Cather. Circle of Grace - for more information contact Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
= Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical
SUNDAY SCHOOL ; , ,
S e Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m.

Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information.

Stephen Ministry: The angels who appeared to biblical characters always began with "Fear not."
And the messages they brought were life-changing and peace-giving. Our Stephen Ministers are
not angels, but well-trained church members who see themselves as vessels to be filled by God to
spread his love and grace. They listen and hear. They encourage. They offer strategies that bring

peace and relieve anxiety. They ask questions that help foster clarity so you can move forward. No
one in our church should ever feel alone and anxious with these "helpers" available. Please call or
email Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or contact Shari or Isaac to get connected.

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Carolyn Bowen, Sarah Chalpan, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Megan Kendall,
Penny Kiel, and the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee, Los Nifios Primero, Cliffon Sanctuary,

Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia.

Christian Sympathy to the family and friends of Marion Satterfield who died September 17, service
will be Saturday, November 1 at 11:30 in the Sanctuary.

Attendance 9/28: Sanctuary: 64  Online: 14

Dates for your calendar:

October 19 Pumpkin Palooza

October 26  All Saints’ Day, Outdoor Worship

November 30 Hanging of the Green

Financial Update

As of October 2 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving S 412,534 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge  $ 53,705 $ 60,000
Non-Member Giving &
Loose Offering S 5842 S 26,000
Total $472,081 $ 586,000

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or

monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org



