
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ALL SAINTS’ DAY - OUTDOOR 
OCTOBER 26, 2025 • 10:30 AM 
Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 
 
† For those who are able, please stand. 

GATHERING 
 

PIPE & DRUM PROCESSIONAL  “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 
         John Mohr MacKintosh Pipes & Drums 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

STORY OF STEWARDSHIP                       Mike Havey 

OPENING PRAYER          Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

† CALL TO WORSHIP 
  ONE: How awesome is this place! 
  ALL: This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven! 
  ONE: Jacob saw the angels of God ascending and descending between heaven and earth, 
  ALL: And he knew that he was not alone. 
  ONE: Jacob knew that he, too, was a part of that ascending and descending community. 
  ALL: Jacob made an altar to remember it by and to worship God. Let us worship God! 

† OPENING HYMN (see insert, v. 1-4)    “For All The Saints“             SINE NOMINE 
 

Today, we welcome the John Mohr 
MacKintosh Pipes & Drums to MVPC. 
Together for over 35 years, the 
JMMPD performed at the 1996 
Olympics and continues to perform at 
the Stone Mountain Highland Games. 
They practice each Saturday on our 
campus, and we are grateful for their 
partnership.  



†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION           Rev. Shari Freeman 
God of Grace and Mercy, your promises to be with us are wide and inclusive. You promise us land 
in abundance and offspring more numerous than the dust of the earth and stars in the sky. You 
promise to spread us to the ends of the earth. You promise to never leave us and to guide us back 
to a home of nourishment and rest. We are tempted to claim these promises only for ourselves, 
forgetting how wide and inclusive your love is.  
 
Today we remember the Saints who have come before us and are now in full communion with you. 
May they be our guides back to your promises of presence and abundance. May they be our 
guides back to a home of nourishment and rest. May they be our guides for faithful living, constant 
presence, and eternal love.  
 
Forgive us for claiming your promises as solely our own, and invite us into a full relationship with 
you and the Saints who surround us now … (silent confession) … Amen.  

 
†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE        “O God, You Are My God” 
 
 
 
 
 

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing. 

 

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

 

    CELEBRATION OF THE SAINTS 

 Walter (Walt) Walker  11/13/24 
 Hazel Cofield  12/14/24 
 George Henry  1/17/25 
 Cornelius Fischer (Corny) Laube 2/15/25 
 Dorothy (Dede) Callahan 2/25/25 
 Carolina “Kirby” Simpson Kirby-Smith 4/27/25 
 Truett Lamar (Gene) Elder 6/22/25 
 Channing Snypp  7/9/25 
 Marion Satterfield  9/17/25 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 

I will seek you in the morning, and I will learn to walk in your ways. 
And step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days. 

All Saints’ Day 
has been 
celebrated on 
November 1 (or 
the Sunday 
prior) since the 
year 835. 
Before that it 
was connected 
with the Easter 
season as a 
celebration of 
martyrs. 



    BAGPIPERS LAMENT             “MacPherson’s Lament” 

(Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

 

THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                    Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

    SCRIPTURE          Genesis 28:10-22 

    HOMILY           “Navigating Roads: Stairway to Heaven” 
 

RESPONSE 

†    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Question 38 of the Westminster Shorter Catechism) 

ONE: What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?  

ALL: At the resurrection, believers, being raised up in glory, shall be openly acknowledged 
and  acquitted in the Day of Judgment, and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God  to 
all eternity.  
 

     PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER               Rev. Shari Freeman 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

    OFFERTORY                  “Everlasting Arms”    
  MVPC Ensemble Choir 

Words & Music: Luke Winslow-King 

†  DOXOLOGY (#592)         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter. 

†  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                 James Wolters 



SENDING 

†  CLOSING HYMN (see insert)    “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”                Arican-American Spiritual 
 

†  BENEDICTION                  Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

†  PIPE & DRUM POSTLUDE             “Bells of Dunblane”     
                  John Mohr MacKintosh Pipes & Drums 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763 

Like most 
Scottish tunes, 
the "Bells of 
Dunblane" has 
a tragic history. 
It is a slow aire 
tribute written 
in 1996 by Pipe 
Major Robert 
Mathieson to 
offer healing 
and 
remembrance 
to the families 
of the victims of 
a school 
shooting in 
Dunblane, 
Scotland.  

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care 
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist 

Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician 
MVPC Choir Ensemble 

Navigating Roads 

I am a former home health RN who visited patients in their homes. Occasionally, 
my assignment would include visiting a low-income apartment complex known 
as "the projects." When I entered the street into the complex, a few groups of 
unemployed people would be standing or sitting on the side of the street. 
Several would see my car and start waving and trying to give instructions as to 
which apartment they thought was my destination. I was always so impressed 
that these people living in less-than-ideal conditions were so welcoming and 
trying to be helpful.  

Barbara Williams  



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

October 28       Taizé, 7pm in the Sanctuary 

November 2    “Navigating Roads: Distractions”, Dedication Sunday, Matthew 4:1-11 
       Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

November 9    “Navigating Roads: Breaking the Speed Limit”, Mark 1:21-39 
      Guest Preacher:  Rev. Patrick Day 
 
 
 
Lunch Bunch: TODAY October 26 after worship at City BBQ. 

 
The Elegant Elf Marketplace: Join us on Saturday, Nov. 9 as we kick off the holiday shopping 
season with 100+ vendors. $8/person in advance, or $10 at the door. For more info, contact 
Mary Lea Woods. 
 
 
Our October Communion Offering is for treats to benefit area schools’ fall festival activities. We 
are also celebrating SOCTOBER by collecting new and gently used socks which will go to various 
outreach partners, including Community Assistance Center, Stirred-Up Ministries, International 
Women’s House, VA Domiciliary, and Clifton Sanctuary. 

Interim Pastor Nominating Committee: The IPNC is currently interviewing candidates. 

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available 
for parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for 

October 26, 2025 

MVPC Announcements…. 



Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update 
As of October 23  Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 432,649   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   53,855                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     6,015  $    26,000 
     Total    $492,519                 $ 586,000 

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on November 11 at 10:30 in the Session Room. 
Shari Freeman will teach Lesson Three: Jesus is Tested in the 2025-2026 Bible study guide, Finding 
Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in Jesus Christ. The Book Circle will meet on November 14 and 
review The Ride of Her Life (Nonfiction biography) by Elizabeth Letts. Circle of Grace - for more 
information contact Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com 

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical 
Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Recurring grief, a new, difficult diagnosis, an empty nest which hit harder than 
expected, a job change or loss, a move from familiar turf to a new place, a pending divorce, or 
anything that really causes upset in your life are reasons to make contact with our Stephen Ministry 
team. Since our basic 55 hours of training, we have trained in dementia assistance, cancer 
caregiver encouragement, more mild depression help and a refresher on suicide intervention. We 
are keeping our skills up to always be ready to serve our members and community. Contact Pat 
Bartee or a pastor to get connected. 

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Carolyn Bowen, Dick Freeman, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Megan Kendall, and 
the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee, ACE, Los Niños Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, 
Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy to the family and friends of Marion Satterfield who died September 17. Service 
will be Saturday, November 1 at 11:30am in the Sanctuary with a luncheon to follow in Fellowship 
Hall. 

Attendance 10/19: Sanctuary: 91     Online: 21 

Dates for your calendar: 
November 30 Hanging of the Green 

December 16 Longest Night, Taizé Service 

December 24 Live Nativity/Christmas Eve Service 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or 
monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 





Genesis 28:10-22 

 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the 

night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay 

down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it 

reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood 

beside him and said, ‘I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land 

on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the 

earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and 

all the families of the earth shall be blessed  in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and 

will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have 

done what I have promised you.’ Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the LORD is in this 

place—and I did not know it!’ And he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none 

other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ 

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up 

for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was 

Luz at the first. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on this 

journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my 

father’s household, then the Lord will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be 

God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.” 




