
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 19, 2025 • 10:30 AM 
Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 
 
† For those who are able, please stand. 

 GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC                 “In the Secret”        Rev. Jonathan Freeman 
 
 
 
 

Words & Music: Andy Park 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS        Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

STORY OF STEWARDSHIP                     Jake Hughes 

OPENING PRAYER          Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

† CALL TO WORSHIP 
  ONE: You teach us your ways, 
  ALL: And we choose the road that leads to life. 
  ONE: You guide our feet, 
  ALL: And we choose the road that leads to life. 
  ONE: You fill our hearts, 
  ALL: And we choose the road that leads to life. Let us Worship God! 

† OPENING HYMN (#276)          “Great is Thy Faithfulness“ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Words: Thomas Chisholm. Music: William Runyan. ©1923 Hope Publishing Company. 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 

As Thou hast been Thou forever will be. 

Refrain: 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. (refrain) 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (refrain) 

“Great is Thy 
Faithfulness” is 
a phrase from 
Lamentations 
3:23, King 
James Version. 
The NRSV 
updated it to 
“great is your 
faithfulness.” 

I want to know you, I want to hear your voice 
I want to know you more, I want to touch you 

I want to see your face, I want to know you more 



†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION           Rev. Shari Freeman 
Merciful God, you teach us to enter by the narrow gate, choosing the path that leads to life. You 
teach us to know your words, follow your lead, and trust your promises. But too often, we choose 
the wide gate and the path that leads to destruction. We choose the path to destruction when we 
trust in the world instead of trusting in you. We choose the path to destruction when we follow our 
desires instead of following you. We choose the path to destruction when we focus on ourselves 
instead of showing your love to others. 
  
Forgive us for our failure to choose the way that leads to life. Open our eyes, guide our feet, and 
fill us with your spirit, so that we may stay on the path that leads to you … (silent confession) … 
Amen.  

 
†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE        “O God, You Are My God” 
 
 
 
 
 

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing. 

 

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer. 
         Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

 

     THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION           Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

    SCRIPTURE              Matthew 7:13-14 

    HOMILY              “Navigating Roads: Gates” 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 

I will seek you in the morning, and I will learn to walk in your ways. 
And step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days. 



   RESPONSE 

†    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Confession of Belhar, 10.7) 
We believe 
• that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring about justice and 

true peace among people;  
• that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the 

destitute, the poor and the wronged 
• that God calls the church to follow God in this; for God brings justice to the 

oppressed and gives bread to the hungry; 
• that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind; 
• that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and 

blocks the path of the ungodly; 
• that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their 

suffering; 
• that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right; 
• that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which 

implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any form 
of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream. 

 

     PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER               Rev. Shari Freeman 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

    OFFERTORY         “Don’t You Let Nobody Turn You ‘Round” 
Nichol Jacobs, Soloist 

Traditional Spiritual Arrangement 
Words: Philip Kern 

†  DOXOLOGY                    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter. 

†  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING           Bob Martin 

The Confession 
of Belhar was 
created in 
response to 
South African 
apartheid 
policies. 



                         SENDING 

†  CLOSING HYMN (see insert)         “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 
 

†  BENEDICTION                Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

†  POSTLUDE              “A Mighty Fortress”     
 arr. Johann Christoph Bach  

 
 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care 
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist 

Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician 
Chancel Choir 

Johann Christoph Bach, an 
uncle of J.S. Bach, was born 
December 8, 1642, in 
Arnstadt, Germany, and 
died March 31, 1703 in 
Eisenach, Germany. He was 
organist of the 
Goergenkirche in Eisenach 
(1665) and in 1700 was 
appointed court musician in 
this city.  

Navigating Roads 
This is the street that runs through the heart of the center of the city of 

Maastricht, in the Netherlands, a place that I have visited frequently since 
1998. I had been granted a sabbatical from my university job in 1998 to write 

a textbook. My university, however, had recently joined a brand-new 
consortium of North American and European schools that would send students 

and faculty to Maastricht. A friend and colleague urged me to apply to be a 
visiting professor. So, instead of writing, I spent a semester teaching in 

Maastricht, which would significantly impact my professional and personal 
lives. My colleague and I enjoyed our time there so much that we developed a 

study abroad course to take students there over summer break.  I spent at 
least a month teaching there each year until 2011, and Kathy and I have 

visited several times since then.  When I think of the streets of Maastricht, I am 
reminded that we need to be open to new experiences because we never 

know where God might lead us.  It might be somewhere truly special. 
 Mike Havey 

(The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred 
worship experience to the secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart 

during the postlude, or hang around and hear the grand Mount Vernon organ!) 



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

October 26     “Navigating Roads: Stairway to Heaven”, ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY, Outdoors  
         with bagpipes, Genesis 28:10-19, Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
October 28       Taizé, 7pm in the Sanctuary 
November 2    “Navigating Roads: Distractions”, Matthew 4:1-11, Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
 
 
 
 
Pumpkin Palooza: Join us TODAY Sunday, October 19, 4-6pm for pumpkin decorating, a 
costume  contest, family fun activities, and chili! The costume contest is for children AND adults, 
so please dress up! We will gather in Fellowship Hall if it rains. 

Emily’s Trick or Treat (to cure Crohn’s & Colitis): Saturday, October 25, 2-4pm on the courtyard. 
There will be 50+ trick or treat stations, bubbles, silent auction, arts & crafts, carnival games, 
music & dance and more! 

Our October Communion Offering is for treats to benefit area schools’ fall festival activities. We 
are also celebrating SOCTOBER by collecting new and gently used socks which will go to various 
outreach partners, including Community Assistance Center, Stirred-Up Ministries, International 
Women’s House, VA Domiciliary, and Clifton Sanctuary. 

Lunch Bunch: Sunday, October 26 after worship at City BBQ 

Men’s Breakfast: Sunday, October 26 at 8:30am in the Kirk Center. 

Interim Pastor Nominating Committee: The IPNC is currently interviewing candidates. 

October 19, 2025 

MVPC Announcements…. 



Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update 
As of October 9   Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 419,344   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   53,805                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     5,867  $    26,000 
     Total    $479,016                 $ 586,000 

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for 
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.  

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on November 11 at 10:30 in the Session Room. 
Shari Freeman will teach Lesson Three: Jesus is Tested in the 2025-2026 Bible study guide, Finding 
Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in Jesus Christ. The Book Circle will meet on November 14 and 
review The Ride of Her Life (Nonfiction biography) by Elizabeth Letts. Circle of Grace - for more 
information contact Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com 

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical 
Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Most of us need some help at some time in our lives. The wisest of us recognize 
we do before things get really bad and we feel totally depleted. At MVPC, no one should feel alone 
with problems, but people hide difficulty well, and it may require asking for help. Stephen Ministers 
are available to meet with you and help you navigate a rough situation and all it takes is making 
contact via text or email or contacting a pastor to help make the connection. If we can help you, 
contact Pat Bartee or a pastor to get connected.  

 Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Carolyn Bowen, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Darrell Jones, Megan Kendall, and the 
Interim Pastor Nominating Committee, Los Niños Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, 
Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy to the family and friends of Marion Satterfield who died September 17. Service 
will be Saturday, November 1 at 11:30am in the Sanctuary with a luncheon to follow in Fellowship 
Hall. 

Attendance 10/12: Sanctuary: 80     Online: 23 

Dates for your calendar: 
October 26 All Saints’ Day, Outdoor Worship 

November 30 Hanging of the Green 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or 
monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 




