
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 12, 2025 • 10:30 AM 
Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 
 
† For those who are able, please stand. 

 GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC                  “Amazing Grace (Our Chains Are Gone)”      Liam Jacobs, Saxophone 
By John Newton, Christ Tomlin & Louie Giglio 

arr. Anthony Giamanco 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS        Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

STORY OF STEWARDSHIP 

OPENING PRAYER           

† CALL TO WORSHIP 
  ONE: The law-minded person stood up and asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
  ALL: Our neighbor is the person who lives next to us and the person who lives across the world. 
  ONE: Our neighbor is the person we agree with and the person we disagree with. 
  ALL: Our neighbor is the person we speak with everyday and the person we’ve never met. 
  ONE: Our neighbor is the one who sees us, recognizes us, and helps us. 
  ALL: We are called to see, recognize, and help one another too. Let us worship God! 

† OPENING HYMN (see insert)         “We Are One in the Spirit“ 

 



†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION           Rev. Shari Freeman 
Gracious God, we are called to love the Lord our God with all our heart, and with all our soul, and 
with all our strength, and with all our mind; and our neighbor as ourself. Are we capable of this 
radical love all of the time? We confess how difficult this is for us. We want to know definitions 
first, who is a ‘neighbor’ and who is not? We want to know time limits and requirements. We want 
to know the end result, whether this leads to eternal life or even a worthy life. We confess that we 
want to think it all through first, before we see our neighbor in need, recognize that need, and act 
with radical love. Forgive us, God of Grace. Fill us with the compassion of Jesus Christ so that we 
may overcome our thinking and move on to acting for and with our neighbors. Fill our heart, our 
soul, our strength, and our mind with your boundless love … (silent confession) … Amen.  

 
†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE        “O God, You Are My God” 
 
 
 
 
 

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing. 

 

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT     Rev. Shari Freeman 

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer. 
         Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another. Passing the peace is 

bigger than a simple hello! When we share the peace of Christ we extend to others the love and forgiveness 
Christ extends to us.) 

 
     THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION           Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

    SCRIPTURE                Luke 10:25-37 

    HOMILY             “Navigating Roads: The Road to Jericho” 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 

I will seek you in the morning, and I will learn to walk in your ways. 
And step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days. 



   RESPONSE 

†    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Confession of 1967, 9.55) 
With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and strives for a 
better world. It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it 
despair in the face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all 
partial achievement to the final triumph of God. 
 

     PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER               Rev. Shari Freeman 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

    OFFERTORY            “There Has to Be a Song” 
Words: Bob Benson. Music: Andrea Ramsey. 

 

†  DOXOLOGY                     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter. 

 

†  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                Ed Spain 

 

                                    SENDING 
†  CLOSING HYMN (#369)            “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: Arrangement ©by the estate of Wendell Whalum. 

I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

This joyful African 
American spiritual was 
passed down by oral 
tradition for centuries. The 
arrangement in our 
hymnal was written by 
Wendell Whalen (1931-
1987), a professor at 
Morehouse College and 
the director of the 
Morehouse College Glee 
Club for 34 years.    



†  BENEDICTION                  Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

†  POSTLUDE           “Rejoice The Lord is King”      
 arr. Marvin Gaspard 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are still accepting 
“Navigating Roads” 
reflections! 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care 
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist 

Chancel Choir 

Navigating Roads 

Our family went to Hawaii in 2022 and one of the activities on our itinerary was to drive “The 
Road to Hana”.  We were looking forward to driving the 64.4 mile beautiful scenic highway and 
all of its twists and turns and overlooks and waterfalls. We did enjoy a few of the stops along the 
way but did not find them breathtaking or worth the harrowing experience of the VERY narrow 
windy cliff side road.  When we got to the end after hours of driving, we never figured out if we 
actually saw Hana.  One beach was only opened to those with overnight reservations.  The other 
black sand beach was interesting, but not a highlight.   
We were still determined to see something really cool on this road and decided to stop at “The 
Garden of Eden” (that’s the real name) on the way back- way back at mile 10.  It turned out that 
the Garden of Eden was absolutely beautiful!  If only we had just turned down that entry road 
hours earlier ….      - Carrie Southard 

(The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred worship experience to the 
secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart during the postlude, or hang around and hear the 

grand Mount Vernon organ!) 



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

 

October 19       “Navigating Roads: Gates”, Matthew 7:13-14, Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
       Joint Sunday School at 9:30 in the Chapel to hear from Jake Hughes about  
       his work in Zambia. 

October 26       “Navigating Roads: Stairway to Heaven”, ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY, Outdoors  
         with bagpipes, Genesis 28:10-19, Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
 
 
Our October Communion Offering is for treats to benefit area schools’ fall festival activities. We 
are also celebrating SOCTOBER by collecting new and gently used socks which will go to various 
outreach partners, including Community Assistance Center, Stirred-Up Ministries, International 
Women’s House, VA Domiciliary, and Clifton Sanctuary. 

Pumpkin Palooza: Join us on Sunday, October 19, 4-6pm for pumpkin decorating, a costume  
contest, family fun activities, and chili! The costume contest is for children AND adults, so please 
dress up! 

AMIS Atlanta invites you to befriend an international student during the 2025-2026 school year! 
Join our Amigo Friendship Program to be matched with an undergraduate or graduate 
international student studying at one of metro Atlanta's colleges or universities. You will 
broaden your horizons through cultural exchange and help an international student adjust to 
living in a new place. To learn more about their program, visit www.amisatlanta.org/
amigovolunteer. 

Join us for a tour of the BAPS Shri Swanimarayan Mindir (Hindu Temple), Wednesday, October 
15. Carpool from the parking lot behind The Village at 10:30. For more info, contact Mary Lea 
Woods. 

Interim Pastor Nominating Committee: The IPNC is currently interviewing candidates. 

October 12, 2025 

MVPC Announcements…. 

http://www.amisatlanta.org/amigovolunteer
http://www.amisatlanta.org/amigovolunteer


Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update 
As of October 9   Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 419,344   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   53,805                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     5,867  $    26,000 
     Total    $479,016                 $ 586,000 

Dates for your calendar: 
October 19 Pumpkin Palooza 

October 26 All Saints’ Day, Outdoor Worship 

November 30 Hanging of the Green 

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for 
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.  

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on October 14 at 10:30 in the Session Room. Pat 
Davis will teach Lesson Two: Mary "of a Certain Village" in the 2025-2026 Bible study guide, 
Finding Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in Jesus Christ. The Book Circle will meet on November 10 
and review The Ride of Her Life (Nonfiction biography) by Elizabeth Letts. Circle of Grace - for more 
information contact Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com 

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is using a video curriculum about “The Historical 
Jesus”, led by Prof. Bart Ehrman, North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Four Stephen Ministers traveled to Fort Mill, S.C. last weekend to attend one of 
the many planned celebrations for 50 years of Stephen Ministry. We attended training (caregiver 
stress, cancer diagnosis, new resources for teaching congregations basic mental health skills) with 
500 other Stephen Ministers and learned of the past motivations for starting Stephen Ministry and 
future visions for helping others. We are so happy our church is involved and can offer such quality 
help to members and our community in times of trouble. If we can help you, contact Pat Bartee or 
a pastor to get connected.  

 Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Carolyn Bowen, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Mr. J., Darrell Jones, Megan Kendall, 
and the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee, Los Niños Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, 
Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy to the family and friends of Marion Satterfield who died September 17, service 
will be Saturday, November 1 at 11:30am in the Sanctuary. 

Attendance 10/5: Sanctuary: 90     Online: 16 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or 
monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 




