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A Note From the Pastor

Rev. Shari Freeman

On August 10, we launched our Fall
sermon series, “Navigating Roads,”
exploring how the roads in the Bible
lead us to the story of God. The
people traveling those Biblical roads
encountered danger and peril, people
in need, and sometimes Jesus himself.
In all the road stories, the people
faced unexpected circumstances and
needed to decide what direction to
take. Do they return home, or do they
continue forward? Do they stop their
journey to help someone in need, or
continue ahead? Do they travel alone
or commit themselves to traveling
with someone else?

This series feels appropriate for us
at this time because Barrett’s
resignation was an unexpected event
on the road we are fraveling as a
congregation. Over the past month,
we faced this unexpected
circumstance the way many of the
people in the Bible did - we
processed the news, held space for
our grief, and looked to God for
direction. We said goodbye to Barrett
in a lovely farewell celebration on
August 10. And like those people in
the Bible, having encountered this
unexpected turn, we move forward
and continue traveling down the
road.
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We did not miss a beat in continuing our
ministry here at Mount Vernon. On August
3, we hosted Emory University’s Goizueta
Brain Health Institute for a workshop on
dementia. This workshop, now in its
second year, is a gift to our community,
offering caring, support, and resources to
families and organizations who care for
those with dementia. We welcomed
children from our congregation and
community to a Yee-Haw themed
Vacation Bible School on August 9. The
Presbyterian Women kicked off their fall
study with a luncheon on August 24. The
Christian education committee started
sign-ups for small groups beginning on
September 14. The CE committee is also
rolling out plans for a Little Blessings Room
that will be available for parents with
small children during the worship service.
Finally, we are looking forward to our
September 14 fall kick-off and Foundation
lunch, the same day we welcome Isaac
back from leave!

All of these events confirm Mount
Vernon's commitment to being the church.
We continue to travel down the road that
God has set forth for us, and to live into
our mission to be a church Reaching Out
To .... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

Peace,
Shari
July 31, 2025 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Member Giving Pledge $347,397 $500,000
Member Giving Non-
$39,550 $60,000
Pledge

Loose Offerings $4,532 $26,000
Total YTD $391,479 $586,000
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VBS 2025




P4BG

Presbyterians for a Better Georgia (P4BG)

Our church's non-partisan advocacy group has joined Presbyterians for a Better Georgia to better support and
advocate for our community. We have had two "learning" meetings this summer to better understand the
issues of our Latino neighbors and partners in Los Ninos Primeros and to hear our partners, Family Promise
and CAC, along with others, talk about poverty, homelessness, and the lack of affordable housing in North
Atlanta. We will attend a fall informational meeting with the other 19 churches in P4BG, continue sharing with
legislative representatives as bills move through committees, and go to the Capitol on Lobby Day in March.
Last year, with guidance from the P4BG paid lobbyist, we advocated for changed sentencing for those with 70
IQ or below, use of the state surplus to increase spending on affordable housing, and tax credits for the

purchase of lockboxes for weapons in Georgia homes.

If more congregational members would like to join us, we would welcome it! Call Pat Bartee for information
to get registered with P4BG.




VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Thank you to all the MVPC members who donate their time
and energy to benefit our community and our world! The
Outreach Ministry Team “spotlights” our members to share their
volunteer experiences and the many opportunities available. If
you know of someone who should be spotlighted, please
contact Kathryn Wade, Mike Havey or Christy Hill.

Mike and Kathy Havey
Neighbors Helping Neighbors at CAC

How long have you worked with the Community Assistance Center (CAC)?
We started volunteering at the South Sandy Springs food pantry in early 2023,
shortly after it opened.

What type of work do you do?

When we get there in the morning, we begin removing items from the shelves that
are out-of-date and restocking items that are in short supply. We also unload, sort,
weigh and shelve new items that come in off the delivery truck.

After the store opens for business, we are usually at the check-out counter - Kathy

ringing people up and Mike bagging their groceries.

How much time each week or how often are you involved with the program?
We are at CAC most Friday mornings for about 2 2 hours.

Why do you like working at CAC?

There are two main reasons that we like working with CAC. First, we believe in

the mission of the agency: providing compassionate assistance to neighbors facing
times of need who have nowhere else to turn for help.

We also enjoy the clients. They are friendly and appreciative of the services

provided.

How can others get involved?

Anyone interested in volunteering can sign up by visiting this web site:
https://ourcac.org/individual-volunteer-opportunities/.

You can also send an email to volunteers@ourcac.org.

Interested volunteers can also drop by either of the food pantries at 8607 Roswell
Rd or 120 Northwood Dr, Suite 150.



OUTREACH

Carol Beckman and Christy Hill recently cleaned out, sorted and delivered all usable left-over Family Promise
supplies to our various outreach partners: International Women's House, Clifton Sanctuary Ministries, CAC, Sandy

Springs Education Force, Stirred Up Ministries, Foster Care Support Foundation.

Vacation Bible School children donated several boxes of cereal (always a popular item) for the Community
Assistance Center. CAC volunteers Mike & Kathy Havey delivered them to the South Sandy Springs food pantry on
August 16.

The Mount Vernon Foundation along with individual Congregational members provided $4500 for improvements
{roof & plumbing} to the newly constructed Manse for the minister of Garden Presbyterian Church in Zambia. Earlier
in 2025 the Foundation provided $10,000 in emergency relief funds for Alliance for Children Everywhere due to the
loss of a significant USAID grant.

On August 12 six congregation members met with representatives of Sandy Springs Together, Family Promise, CAC,
and Bridge Communities for an informational session to learn about the serious problems of a lack of affordable

housing and homeless in the Sandy Springs area.

Opportunities to get involved with our outreach partners continue fo be shared in the weekly Happenings email.

Make sure you are signed up and reach out to a member of the Outreach Team if you have questions.
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We continue to grow as we welcome the
Duncan family!
Chris & Holly Duncan
Eloise, Alice Ann, Graham

Finley Nelson finished in first place for his age group
at the local tournament of the Drive, Chip, Putt
competition at Bobby Jones Golf Course in June. As
well as finishing first overall, he finished first in the
putting portion of the competition by sinking two
putts - a 6 foot putt and a 15 foot putt. Drive, Chip,
Putt is a national junior golf competition. Finley’s
next step in the competition is the sub-region

tournament in Savannah, GA on August 17.

Blessing of the Backpacks

Presbyterian Women

Luncheon






