MOUNT YERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 21, 2025+ 10:30 AM

Reaching Out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

t For those who are able, please stand.

GATHERING

RINGING OF THE BELLS

GATHERING MUSIC “Gather Us In” Rev. Jonathan Freeman
Words & Music: Jay Althouse and Sally Albrecht. ©1999 Alfred Publishing.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER

T CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: The Lord is my Shepherd.

ALL: I shall not want.

ONE: | seek the grace of God,

ALL: My cup runneth over.

ONE: | seek the will of God,

ALL: My cup runneth over.

ONE: | seek the strength of God,

ALL: My cup runneth over.

ONE: The Lord is my Shepherd,

ALL: My cup runneth over and | shall not want. Let us worship God!
T OPENING HYMN (#172) ““My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”

My Shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is His Name:
In pastures fresh He makes me feed, beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back when | forsake His ways,

And leads me, for His mercy’s sake, in paths of tfruth and grace.

When | walk through the shades of death your presence is my stay;
One word of Your supporting breath drives all my fears away.
Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread;

My cup with blessings overflows, your oil anoints my head.

The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days;
O may Your house be my abode, and all my work be praise.
There would | find a settled rest, while others go and come;

No more a stranger, or a guest, but like a child at home.

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

Isaac Watts
penned these
lyrics in 1719 as
apartofa
larger work
that
paraphrased
the Psalms
titled, The
Psalms of David
Imitated.

Words: Isaac Watts. Music: Walker’s Southern Harmony.



t PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Shari Freeman

O Great God, you invite us to your extravagant feast, and yet we do not come. You encourage us
to give thanks for your abundant blessings, yet we fail in our thanksgiving. You have made for us a
wonderful earth, yet we neglect to care for your creation.

Forgive us for what we have done and what we have left undone. Have mercy on us for
abandoning the pathway you desire for us. Guide us once again, and fill our hearts with your
conscience. Turn our feet and hands to your will, so that all we do might bring glory to you

... (silent confession) ... Amen.

T ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL:  Thanks be to God.

T RESPONSE "0 God, You Are My God”

O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.
O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.
| will seek you in the morning, and | will learn to walk in your ways.

And step by step you'll lead me, and | will follow you all of my days.

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing.

CHILDREN'S MOMENT Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.)

Tt PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in @ manner comfortable for one another.)

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
SCRIPTURE Psalm 23 and Isaiah 43:16-21

HOMILY “Navigating Roads: Path to Peace”



RESPONSE

t AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Second Helvetic Confession, 5.135)

And those who are such in the Church have one faith and one spirit; and therefore they

worship but one God, and him alone they worship in spirit and in truth, loving him alone

with all their hearts and with all their strength, praying unto him alone through Jesus

Christ, the only Mediator and Intercessor; and they do not seek righteousness and life

outside Christ and faith in him. Because they acknowledge Christ the only head and

foundation of the Church, and, resting on him, daily renew themselves by repentance,

and patiently bear the cross laid upon them. Moreover, joined together with all the

members of Christ by an unfeigned love, they show that they are Christ’s disciples by

persevering in the bond of peace and holy unity.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Shari Freeman

The Second
Helvetic
Confession is
the longest
confession in
our Book of
Confessions. It
maintains a
pastoral tone
throughout,
with a focus on
everyday, lived
faith. It also
carries some
markers of its
16th century
origin, namely
its exclusively
male-imagery
for God.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

t DOXOLOGY

“It Is a Precious Thing”
Anthony Menardi and Rebecca Shipley, Soloists

arr. Clarence Dickinson

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

t PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter.

Anubhav Tirkey

This hymn,
originally
written by
Johannes
Herbst (1735-
1812), comes
from the
Moravian
Church, one of
the oldest
Protestant
denominations
in Christianity,
which first
settled in
America from
the West Indies
in 1735.



SENDING
T CLOSING HYMN (see insert) “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
T BENEDICTION Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

T POSTLUDE “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”

arr. Phil Lehenbauer

(The primary role of a postlude is to provide a musical transition, connecting the sacred worship experience
to the secular world as people leave the church. Feel free to depart during the postlude, or hang around
and hear the grand Mount Vernon organ!)

/ Navigating Roads \

| find myself hurrying around town using interstate highways whenever possible. Recently, | attended the funeral of
a friend in a rural county and decided to use the old roads to get there. It turned out to be a delightful, less hectic
drive. | was able fo enjoy the fragrance of hay and alfalfa instead of diesel fumes. It occurred to me that we city
folks need to slow down a bit and give God a better chance to be in our lives.

K Anonymous Ref/ecﬁonj

Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care
Jill Hudson, Music Director & Organist
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician
Chancel Choir

We are located at: * Our mailing address is:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE P.O.Box 76051

Sandy Springs, GA 30328 Sandy Springs, GA 30358

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763
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Worship
10:30-11:30am

Welcome! We are glad to worship with you today!

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you

greet your neighbor.

Upcoming Services/Events:

September 23  Taizé, 7pm in the Sanctuary

September 28  Outdoor, “Navigating Roads: Balaam and the Donkey”, Numbers 22:21-38
Blessing of the Animals, Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
October 5 “Navigating Roads: The Road to Jericho”, Luke 1:25:-37,

Church Office will be closed tomorrow, Monday, September 22 for an offsite staff retreat.

Book Sorting: Join us TODAY Sunday, September 21 at 4pm in Gailey Hall.

In September, we are shopping for the Community Assistance Center. CAC provides basic needs
W‘P?D@ assistance for Dunwoody and Sandy Springs neighbors to prevent homelessness and hunger
while promoting self-sufficiency and empowering them to thrive. For more information, please go

to www.ourcac.org.

Pumpkin Palooza: Join us on Sunday, October 19, 4-6pm for pumpkin decorating, a costume

contest, family fun activities, and chili!

G AMIS Atlanta invites you to befriend an international student during the 2025-2026 school year!
Join our Amigo Friendship Program to be matched with an undergraduate or graduate

m international student studying at one of metro Atlanta's colleges or universities. You will broaden
ATLANTA your horizons through cultural exchange and help an international student adjust to living in a

new place. To learn more about their program, visit www.amisatlanta.org/amigovolunteer.

September 21, 2025



http://www.ourcac.org/
http://www.amisatlanta.org/amigovolunteer

Make sure to follow us
on social media to stay
up to date!

NEW! Little Blessings Room: The Little Blessings Room (located in the Session Room) is available for
parents to go with their 0-3 year olds during the worship service. The worship service is live-
streamed into the room and there are chairs for nursing and holding babies and toys for toddlers.

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle will meet on October 14 at 10:30 in the Session Room. Pat
Davis will teach Lesson Two: Mary "of a Certain Village" in the 2025-2026 Bible study guide,
Finding Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in Jesus Christ. The Book Circle will meet on October 10 at
10:00 in the Session Room. Pat Davis will lead a review of My Antonia (Historical fiction) by Willa
Cather. Circle of Grace - for more information contact Lisa Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
= Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old Testament”,
AR N Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30 a.m. Contact

Rev. Shari Freeman for more information.

Stephen Ministry: When we are anxious or in a crisis, our emotions and, often our thoughts, are out

of control. It is a good time to have a grounded, non-judgmental person in our lives who can listen

@ and help us clarify the way forward. If you are experiencing a loss, grief, divorce, a move, a role

R change, a recent health diagnosis, or other events that unbalance your life, you do not have to
%TE?&%&J face it alone. Please call Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a pastor to get connected with our well-

trained Stephen Ministers.

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Bob Addison, Carolyn Bowen, Sarah Chalpan, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Malinda
Holmes, Megan Kendall, Penny Kiel, and the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee, Los Nifios
Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia.

Christian Sympathy to the family and friends of Marion Satterfield who died September 17. A
service at MVPC is TBD.

Attendance 9/14: Sanctuary: 90 Online: 12

Dates for your calendar:

September 23 Taizé
September 28 Outdoor Service, Blessing of the Animals

October 19 Pumpkin Palooza

Financial Update

As of September 18 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving S 401,447 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge  $ 52,302 $ 60,000
Non-Member Giving &
Loose Offering S 5,678 S 26,000
Total $459,427 $ 586,000

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the weekly Happenings email or

monthly Good News newsletter, please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org



CONGREGATIONAL

Meeting

Announcement for Called Congregational Meeting
September 28, 2025

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, September 28, 2025, immediately
following the worship service in the sanctuary for the purpose of conducting the

following business:
¢ Receive the report of the Nominating Committee of new elders to be elected by
the congregation to begin service on Session beginning with ordination and

installation in January 2026, (requires a vote by the congregation)

e Receive changes to the Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church By-Laws

recommended by the Session. The changes requested by the Session are:
0 Replace the old mission statement with the new mission statement

¢ Change the number of Sundays required for notification of a called
congregational meeting from four Sundays to two. (requires a vote by the

congregation)
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