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A Note From the Pastor
Rev. Barrett Abernethy

12 Years, 12 Lessons
Final Lesson

The first church | have significant
memories of growing up in was First
Presbyterian, Navasota, TX. We moved
there when | was 7 and lived there for 7
years. During that time, the church had 5
different pastors, 3 installed and 2
interims. | was too young to see or
understand what was going on in the
background but what | do remember
was the faithful who gathered every
Sunday to worship, and the Wednesday
night suppers and youth group. This
continuity amid disruption taught me
early on what it means to be
Presbyterian. That we, the body whose
name literally means to “rule by elder,”
are called to lead whether the pastor or
pastors are present or not.

This truth was ingrained in my parents
long before | ever learned it, but when
we moved away from Navasota prior to
my freshman year of high school, we
entered the sanctuary via an unlocked
door of First Presbyterian, Hereford, TX.
The pastor happened to be in the
sanctuary and my dad walked up to him,
intfroduced our family, and said, “...and
we are here to join the church.” The
pastor quickly replied, “Oh, well | am
about to leave to serve another church.”
This led my dad to respond, “We are not
here to join you. We are here to join the
church.” That pastor, reminded of his
own Presbyterian theology, sheepishly
said, “Oh yes, of course. Welcome!”
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Friends, that's why | am excited for you in
this transition. From the time | entered the
pastorate to now, | have carried with me a
simple goal: leave the church | serveina
better place than | found it. | can say
without a doubt that we have done that!
You have a strong and vibrant staff who
meshes well with the congregation. You are
a church that is growing and asking
questions about how it can welcome young
families with children. You have the ability
to give and serve mission partners that
occupy our campus and serve children
halfway around the world. As the old hymn
declares, “On Christ the solid rock | stand,”
and amid the seemingly endless
construction that often shakes our campus,
is that foundation waiting for the next
pastor to come and serve you as you
discern what is next for Mount Vernon
Presbyterian!

| saw this hope as a child, and | know you
will see this hope again as you begin this
season. As Braegan reminded me long ago,
“Mount Vernon is not a pastor-centric
church.” You understand that the church is
made up of the faithful who gather on

Sundays to worship and gather on the other

days of the week to serve. Draw from that
institutional knowledge and witness the
Holy Spirit move within and through you.
From this place of grace, you will see Isaac
and Shari thrive in ways you have not seen
before, and you will be amazed at others
who will “step up.” And when it is time to
call the next pastor, you will have a great
story to tell. You will tell them about the

community you have played a large
part in creating. You will tell them
about how you can provide their
family access to one of the best
schools in the city. And you will tell
them how excited you are for them to
join you as you prepare to celebrate
75, 80, and even 100 years of ministry
to people in Sandy Springs and
beyond.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you,
people of Mount Vernon Presbyterian.
May you always be a church Reaching
Out To... Welcome. Worship. Share.
Serve.

Grace and Peace,
Barrett

June 30, 2025

Actual YTD

2025 Budget

Member Giving Pledge

$314,759

$500,000

Member Giving Non-
Pledge

$37,297

$60,000

Loose Offerings

$3,976

$26,000

Total YTD

$356,032

$586,000

2025 Session Members &
Ministry Teams

Moderator(s)
Rev. Barrett Abernethy

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

Clerk of Session
David Hill

Christian Education
Carrie Southard

Congregational Care
Barbara Brooks
Htet Nyunt

Fellowship
Keith Bumgarner
Ed Spain

Finance/Administration/
Stewardship

Ben Cumming

Outreach
Braegan Abernethy
Mike Havey

Senior Adults
Mary Lea Woods

Witness

Lois Johnson

Worship
Penny Kiel

Malinda Holmes
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OUTREACH

June and July have been busy months for the Outreach Ministry Team. Our May
Communion Offering was for Stirred Up Ministries’ summer camp supplies, including
snacks, sports equipment, and $300 in gift cards. Darrell Jones picked up donations
on June 1. Our June Communion Offering was for the International Women's House.
Carol Beckman and Dale Morine delivered supplies on July 11. We received a
gracious thank you letter from IWH. Our July offering is for the VA Domiciliary, and
our August offering is for the SSET Teacher’s Closet.

Leftover Family Promise supplies continue to be sorted. Christy Hill delivered a table,
chairs, and a rocking horse to Foster Care Support on June 21. Family Promise also
sent us a thank you letter for our donation of remaining gift cards collected from our
last hosting.

Senior adults and friends made sandwiches for Clifton Sanctuary Ministries on June
15 and sorted books for SSEF on June 22.

Opportunities to get involved with our outreach partners continue to be shared in
the weekly Happenings email. Make sure you are signed up and reach out to a

member of the OMT if you have questions.




GIFT OF WISDOM

VAVIVIVIVIVIVES BAVIVIVIVIVIVIV.
A flicker of blue pierces the sky.

The beloved bluebird in flight through generations of history,

for many reasons why.

VAVAVIVIVAVAV S EAVAVIVIVAVIVIV

In perfec'r timing, you arrive at a time of transition,

to discern and grieve a gifted loss.

Yet we find the joy found in the Bluebird of Happiness, again, a departure, as was the cross.

VAVAVAVIVIVAV S BAVIVIVIVAVIVIAV,
We reflect on our union, forever bound,
sharing a history of the dangers in the valleys we found.
We followed with God's assurance through our fears and now, tears.

Blessed by this young man that led our way, with us in spirit each and every day.

QOOOOOV~ 4~ QOOOOOQO

Our journeys ahead, a bittersweet departure, we are strengthened by our union of this shared history,

our faith steadily assures us through the Bluebird's mystery.

VAVAVIVIVIVAV L EAVAVIVIVIVIVIV
Oh, Bluebird, God's gift in perfect timing, we celebrate your Christian symbolism, to embody in this rhyming.

MAVAVIVAVIVAV L EAVAVIVIVAVIVAV
Listening closely to your song,
to embrace your greatness in the Realm of Divinity, in verse and in psalm.

To achieve our purpose, the path is welcoming as we follow along.

AVAVAVIVIVAVEY EAVAVAVAVAVIVAV,

God, gifting the Bluebird as our companion, through another life changing message,

our hope and focus remains strong.

MVAVAVIVIVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV.

Barrett, thank you for your leadership, compassion, knowledge and friendship. You have been our steady shepherd. We
have flourished in your care.

Our blessings are with you always, as you will remain within our grateful hearts forever.

An homage to our 7th Senior Pastor, Barrett Abernethy. A beloved leader of Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church.

Poem: Dee Bradford-Smith
Artwork: Donna Martin



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Mini Library




A.C.E. MID-YEAR UPDATE

Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church College Scholarship Fund

Over 20 years ago, the Mount Yernon Presbyterian Church College Scholarship fund was established to help deserving
students in Zambia obtain a college education. In that time, over 30 young adults have been educated - helping to break
existing cycles of extreme poverty and restoring hope to students and families alike. This year, three new students have
been added to the fund making a total of 13 students currently being educated through this program. Join us in
welcoming these three new deserving students! Kennan Simukonda sfudying Information Technology, Felistus Mwanza

studying Finance, and Helisha Manda studying Banking and Finance - her story is featured below.

Helisha Manda, an 18 year old former student at Jana Christian School (formerly HDCS) and the
eldest of two children in her family, has experienced hardship throughout her life, but it has also
been characterized by hope, fortitude, and divine providence. Despite having few resources, her
mother has been a stronghold of their family. In order to make ends meet, Helisha's mother
works as a street vendor and runs a variety of side small businesses to make ends meet.
Although her tenacity has kept her family afloat, it has never been sufficient to pay for

necessities, much less university tuition. Helisha'’s life was difficult, and the future was uncertain.

After enrolling at Jana Christian School in 2019, her path took a more psoitive turn, and it was
there that her life started to transform. The school evolved into a haven that was more than just
a place to study. It met many students’ basic necessities, which they could not afford, in addition

to offering a top-notch education. According to Halisha, “The compassion and unwavering

support of the school staff and organization at large carried me though to my final exams in

2023, where | performed exceptionally well.”

An ambitious young woman, her heart was broken since, after finishing grade 12, she was unsure of how she could
continue her education because of financial limitations. Motivated by optimism, Helisha went back to Jana Christian
School for counsel and direction since she firmly believed in the school’s goal and knew that it had previously been a
lighthouse in her life. Everything changed after that visit. When she learned of the new opportunity that would enable
her to pursue further education, she was ecstatic, and shocked that it had happened so quickly.

“Today, | am deeply honored and truly grateful to have been chosen for this incredible opportunity. It is more than just
financial aid - it is a chance to transform my life and the lives of those around me. It is a second chance at a dream |
once thought was fading away. Because of this support, | can now work hard to build a better future not only for myself

by also for my family and the community at large.”

Helisha extends her heartfelt thanks to the Mount Vernon Presbyterian Scholarship Fund and Alliance for Children

Everywhere for this amazing opportunity.

For more information, please email Stan Williams at aswilliams@bellsouth.net or call him at
404.245.6749.
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A message from Isaac:
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you from Christina
and me! We felt so loved and supported on
Sunday, and we are always grateful for the ways
MVPC celebrates our family. We are excited for
the connectional, community-oriented, church-y
life that our little one will grow up in.

Thank you!

Isaac

Quinn Marie Toney-Schmitt
July 1, 2025

Baptism of
Travis Block

Our Newest Members:
Travis & Sam Block, Cathy Burroughs,
Gail Hakim, Anubhav Tirkey

- —
H m -

George Brian Mearns Baptism
Parents: Andrew & Ali Mearns
Proud Grandparents: Brian & Allison Eustis



Mailing Address: +

This & That

MVPC
P.O.Box 76051 CHURCH OFFICE
Sandy Springs, GA 30358 HOURS
404.255.2211
MONDAY-THURSDAY
mvpchurch.org BAM-4PM

FRIDAY 8AM - 2PM

AUGUST EVENTS

HEALTH, FAITH & INVITING PLACES

DEMENTIA
COMMUNIT

Join us as we discuss dementia
and how we all can help
patients and their caregivers
feel welcome in our faith
communities

Dementia in the

Community

Emory Event
8/3
1:30-4:00pm

4 MOUNTVERNON EMORY | Goizueta Brain

471 Mount Vernon Hwy NE, Sandy Springs, GA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH UxiversiTy | Health Institute

Senior Planning Meeting
8/7
10:30am

Presbyterian Women
Luncheon
8/24

Taize
8/26
7pm

Lunch Bunch

SDAY 7
a ANCTUARY
8/31

Photos courtesy of: Barrett Abernethy, Braegan Abernethy, Shari

Freeman, Christie Hill, Donna Martin, Htet Nyunt

(Please send any pictures of your events to debbie@mvpchurch.org)






