
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 3, 2025 • 10:30 AM 

Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 

† For those who are able, please stand. 

GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC            “In Christ Alone”           Rev. Jonathan Freeman 
Words & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                Ishaan Raj, Eagle Scout Project 

OPENING PRAYER 

† CALL TO WORSHIP 
  ONE: You lead us through the valleys and the mountains. 
  ALL: Our hope is built on you. 
  ONE: You give us glimpses of the promised land. 
  ALL: Our hope is built on you. 
  ONE: You set before us life and death. 
  ALL: Our hope is built on you. Let us worship God! 

† OPENING HYMN (#379)                   “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

Words: Edward Mote. Music: William Bradbury.  

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid Rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. (refrain) 

His oath, His covenant, His blood support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay. (refrain) 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. (refrain) 

The “glue” that holds the stained 
glass does not have a pattern, yet it 
holds the various shapes and colors 
together, and the beauty comes 
through. 



†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                   Rev. Shari Freeman 
Holy One, you have provided all we have needed. You have walked alongside us as we have 
journeyed through wilderness and valley and climbed to the heights of the mountain. We 
have glimpsed the promised land, both now and yet to come. 
 
Yet we do not live as those worthy to be entrusted with the good news of your grace. Too 
often, we forget your promises and live as though life is a competition. We forget our reasons 
for hope and fixate too much on the problems in our lives. We forget that you are the Lord of 
All, and we fall into despair at the state of the world. 
 
Fill our hearts afresh with your spirit, and renew our hope, so we can confidently stand on 
your promises and proclaim your good news to this hurting world … (silent confession) … 
Amen. 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE                “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and Music: Paul Baloche. ©1997 Integrity’s Hosanna!Music. 

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT             Rev. Shari Freeman 

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer. 
         (Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you; I want to see you; (2x) 

To see you high and lifted up,  
Shining in the light of your glory. 

Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.” 
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. 

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you. 

“I see the abundant 
beauty that God 
provides for us; all 
good things come 
from him.” 
   -Penny Kiel 



 THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                Rev. Abernethy 

    SCRIPTURE           Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

    HOMILY             “Colors of Christ: Green” 

                    RESPONSE 

†    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Confession of 1967, Inclusive Language Version, 9.54-9.55) 

Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city, the household of God, 
a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, and an unending day culminate in the image of the 
kingdom. The kingdom represents God’s triumph over all that resists the divine will and disrupts 
God’s creation. Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, stirring hope in all 
people and preparing the world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. With an 
urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and strives for a better 
world. It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it 
despair in the face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond 
all partial achievement to the final triumph of God. 

 
     OFFERTORY                “Be Thou My Vision”      Donna Neumann, Piano 

Music: Irish Ballad. Harm. David Evans. 
 

†   DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Geneva Psalter 

†   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING              Steve Ray 

     THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER             Rev. Abernethy 
 INVITATION TO THE TABLE                   Rev. Shari Freeman 
 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         

     ONE:   The Lord be with you.        ALL:   And also with you. 
     ONE:   Lift up your hearts.        ALL:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
     ONE:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.     ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

“Green (means) 
growth in our 
faith.” 
   -Pat Bartee 



     PRAYERS OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER         

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, As we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

     BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
(The congregation is invited to come forward to receive communion.  
If you prefer to remain seated, an elder will bring communion to you.) 

     POST COMMUNION PRAYER            

      SENDING 

†  CLOSING HYMN (see insert)        “Come! Live in the Light!” 

†  BENEDICTION                      Rev. Abernethy 

    CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

     POSTLUDE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in joining MVP Church, 

go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a little gift. 

“The flowing, merging colors evoke creation. The blues of the water leading to 
the greens of growth and the yellow of the sun.” 
   - Kathy Havey 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care 
Jill Hudson, Music Director 

Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician & Liturgist 



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

August 10 “Navigating Roads: The Road to Damascus”, Acts 9:1-19,  
   Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

August 17 “Navigating Roads: The (Wrong ) Turn Toward Sodom and Gomorrah”, 
   Genesis19:14-28, Rev. Shari Freeman 

 
Today’s Event: 

Dementia in the Community: This event is being put on by Emory University here at MVPC TODAY, 
August 3 from 1:30-4:00pm, doors open at 1pm. For more information and to register, please 
scan the QR code on the insert or go to our website mvpchurch.org. 

 
Our August Communion Offering is new school supplies for the Sandy Springs Education Force 
Teacher's Closet. SSEF creates targeted programs that educate, inspire and prepare public school 
students in Sandy Springs for a competitive world. 

VBS 2025: YeeHaw! Have you signed up? We have a few spots left! They will roundup 
THIS Saturday, August 9 from 9:30am-1:00pm. For easy registration, scan this QR 
code!  

Blessing of the Backpacks: On August 10, we will once again bless the backpacks as the youth in 
our congregation return to school. So, be sure to bring your school-age children and their 
backpacks to so they can start the school year with a prayer and a blessing.  

Seniors Planning Meeting: Thursday, August 7 at 10:30am in the Session Room. 

August 3, 2025 

            Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

    June 1      Multi Colored (Rainbow) 
    June 8      Red 
    June 15    Red 
    June 29   Yellow 

MVPC Announcements…. 

Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

   July 6  Orange 
   July 13 Blue 
   July 20 Purple 
   July 27 Pink 
   August 3 Green 



Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: to support flood victims in Texas you can use this link or go to 
the PCUSA website: pcusa.org/donate/dr000191-disaster-reliefe-us-flooding 

Presbyterian Women: We will begin our new year with a salad luncheon on Sunday, August 24 
after worship in the Kirk Center. 

 

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old 
Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30 
a.m. Contact Rev. Shari Freeman for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Do you know someone who is far from family and has few friends but is facing 
grief, a new health diagnosis, a divorce, job loss, a recent move, or other concerns? Do you know 
someone who cannot communicate well to family and friends their fears and would benefit from 
a non-judgmental companion to bounce ideas and feelings off of? Some in our congregation do 
not realize that our church's Stephen Ministry is open to community members. We offer both 
spiritual and secular care. Please utilize us and suggest us to your friends. Leave a message for 
Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a pastor to get connected. 

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Diane Bumgarner, Dan Chettleburgh, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Malinda 
Holmes, Megan Kendall, Karen Morine, Gail Williams, and the people of Texas Flood Victims, 
Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy for the family of Gene Elder who died on June 22. His service will be 
Saturday, August 23 in the Sanctuary at 3:00pm. 

Attendance 7/27: Sanctuary: 113 Online: 24 

Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update  
As of July 30   Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 347,396   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   39,549                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     4,532  $    26,000 
     Total    $391,477                 $ 586,000 

Dates for your calendar: 

August 9    Vacation Bible School, “Yee Haw! Celebrating God’s Greatest  
     Gift”, 9am-1pm 

September 14    Fall Kick-off/MVP Foundation Sunday, Fox Bros. BBQ Lunch 




