MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

AUGUST 24, 2025« 10:30 AM

Reaching Out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

t For those who are able, please stand.

GATHERING
RINGING OF THE BELLS
GATHERING MUSIC “Blessed Be Your Name” Rev. Jonathan Freeman
Words & Music: Matt Redman
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Shari Freeman
MINUTE FOR MISSION Beppie Lever and Dr. Kenya Greer
OPENING PRAYER Dr. Greerisa
teacher at Ison
T CALL TO WORSHIP Springs
Elementary
ONE: Lord, stretch out your hands, School. She
ALL: And grant us a path to seek freedom in you! :;:f:es the
ONE: Lord, stretch out your hands, initiatives at the
ALL: And grant us a path to find peace and assurance. school.
ONE: Lord, stretch out your hands,
ALL: And grant us a path to hope that leads us to see your eternal way. Let us worship God!
T OPENING HYMN (#334) When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land”

When Israel was in Egypt’s land, let my people go!
Oppressed so hard they could not stand, let my people go!

Refrain:

Go down, Moses,
Way down in Egypt’s land,
Tell old Pharaoh,

Let my people go!

"Thus saith the Lord," bold Moses said: let my people go!
"If not I'll smite your first born dead," Let my people go! (refrain)

"No more shall they in bondage toil," Let my people go!
"Let them come out with Egypt’s spoil," let my people go! (refrain)

African-American Spiritual. Arr. Melva Costen



t PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Shari Freeman

God of the Path, as the recent construction has shown us, coming to this place to glorify your holy
name requires more twists and turns than we often expect or desire. Yet these roads often mirror
our lives of faith. Sometimes we know exactly the path and we eagerly follow it, but sometimes we
get sidetracked and pursued by forces that want to control and lead us astray. Dear God, we
come before you humbly, asking you to remove whatever it is that separates us and our neighbors
from your love. Help us, in this season, to not get distracted by the detours or the traffic cones. Let
us witness to how you open up another path to your truth with each turn we take. In your holy

name, we pray ... (silent confession) ... Amen.

T ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

T RESPONSE (see insert) "O God, You Are My God”

O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.

O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.
| will seek you in the morning, and | will learn to walk in your ways.
And step by step you'll lead me, and | will follow you all of my days.

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing.

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICER - Kathryn Wade Rev. Shari Freeman
Tt AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE INSTALLED

T PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in @ manner comfortable for one another.
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.)



THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Jonathan Freeman
SCRIPTURE Exodus 14:19-31
HOMILY “Navigating Roads: The New Road”

RESPONSE

t AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families
of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage.
Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake
her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Shari Freeman

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY “Ride the Chariot” Chancel Choir
Nichol Jacobs and Rebecca Shipley Spiritual. arr. William Henry Smith.
T DOXOLOGY (#592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter.

T PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Carol Beckman



SENDING

T CLOSING HYMN (see insert) “Lead On, O Cloud of Presence”

T BENEDICTION Rev. Jonathan Freeman

T POSTLUDE “Toccata”

Music: Dieterich Buxtehude.

Leading Today's Worship Service

Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care
Jill Hudson, Music Director
Chancel Choir

If you are interested in joining MVP Church,
go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a little gift.

In 1705, a 20-year-
old J.S. Bach set off
on an arduous, 280
-mile journey to
Libeck in northern
Germany to hear
the music of master
organist Dietrich
Buxtehude.
Buxtehude was a
composer so
original that Bach
felt compelled to
walk hundreds of
miles just to hear

him at work.

These are photos of the first roads | see when | am coming home. The first is I-75 coming

back from the airport when | return to Atlanta. The other is a road in my village in Dysart

when | return to Scotland. I's a hard choice between the two places. That's the thing
about roads. Sometimes you have to leave a safe comfortable place to go someplace

different, then what do you know, the different place gets to be safe and comfortable too.

| am thankful that the road between them for me is now also safe and comfortable. As

Bilbo Baggins said to Frodo in The Hobbit’ “I's a dangerous business, Frodo, going out your

door. You step onto the road, and if you don't keep your feet, there is no knowing where

you might be swept off to."

- Moira Speirs
We are located at: Our mailing address is:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE P.O.Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 Sandy Springs, GA 30358

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763
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Worship
10:30-11:30am

Welcome! We are glad to worship with you today!

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you
greet your neighbor.

Upcoming Services/Events:

August 26 Taizé, 7pm

August 31 “Navigating Roads: Hymn Sing”

September 7  “Navigating Roads: The Miraculous Road”, Matthew 14:22-33,

Rev. Shari Freeman

groulps Small Groups: Get ready to sign up for one of our Fall Small Group Sessions! Small Groups begin
on Sunday, Sept. 14. Sign-up begins TODAY!

Book Sorting: Join us TODAY at 4:00pm in Gailey Hall!

Presbyterian Women: Our Kickoff Salad Luncheon is TODAY, Sunday, August 24, in the Kirk
Center, right after the service. Bring a salad and a serving utensil and join the fun! The 2025-2026
Bible study guide, finding Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in Jesus Christ, will be available to

\
/ \ purchase for $10. We are looking forward to another year of Bible study and fellowship.
\
\\ ) Circle of Grace women will be gathering for devotional and fellowship the following dates this fall
e’

from 5:00-6:30pm: September 7, October 26, and November 16. Gatherings take place in
nearby members' homes. All women of the church are invited to join us. Please email Lisa

Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to receive more information and email

invitations.

Sandy Springs Our August Communion Offering is new school supplies for the Sandy Springs Education Force
EDUCATION FORCE , - .
wacar-nre-rre - 1€@acher's Closet. SSEF creates targeted programs that educate, inspire and prepare public school

students in Sandy Springs for a competitive world.

August 24, 2025



mailto:lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com

Make sure to follow us
0 @ on social media to stay

up to date!

v, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: This is an ongoing fund that helps with any disaster. To find out

p PRESBYTERIAN ) ) )

'J DISASTER ASSISTANCE all that they support, go to their website at https://pcusa.org/search?query=presbyterian%
20disaster%20assistance&page=1. You can also donate on this site.

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30
a.m. Contact Rev. Shari Freeman for more information.

Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministers are here to assist you and accompany you on your most
difficult journeys. We listen attentively and non-judgmentally and help you clarify your position

and goals. We offer resources that will strengthen and comfort you. Our goal is to help you get

back onto your feet and gird you with a productive path forward. Please contact Pat Bartee,

Stephen Leader, or a pastor, to get connected.

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Carolyn Bowen, Diane Bumgarner, Allison Eustis, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark,
Malinda Holmes, Penny Kiel, Megan Kendall, Marion Satterfield, and the Interim Pastor
Nominating Committee, Los Nifios Primero, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar,

and Zambia.

Christian Sympathy for the family of Barbara Murphy, mother-in-law of Sharon Murphy, who died
August 14.

Attendance 8/17: Sanctuary: 77 Online: 28

Dates for your calendar:

September 14 Small Groups begin
September 14 Foundation Fall Kick-Off, Fox Bros. BBQ
September 28 Outdoor Service, Blessing of the Animals

October 19 Pumpkin Palooza

Financial Update

As of August 21 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving $ 363,891 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge  $ 50,599 S 60,000
Non-Member Giving &
Loose Offering S 5074 S 26,000
Total $419,564 $ 586,000

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the Happenings or Good News,

please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org
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CALLED T 0015 MISSION

Lead On, O Cloud of Presence 2234
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1. Lead on, O cloud of Pres - ence, the ex - 0- dus is come,
2 Lead on, O fier-y Pil - lar, we fol-low yet with fears,
3.Lead on, O God of free - dom, and guide us on our way,
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in wil-der-ness and des - et our tribe shall make its home.

but we shall come re - joic - ing though joy be bom of tears.
and help us trust the prom - ise through strug-gle ‘and de - lay.
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Our slav-ery left  be - hind us, new hopes with -in  us grow.
We are not lost, though wan-dering, for by your light we come,

We pray our sons

and daugh-ters may jour - ney

to that
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We seek the land of prom - ise where milk and hon- ey flow.

and we are still God's peo - ple. The jour-ney is our home.
where jus-tice dwells with mer - cy, and love ie law’s de - mand.
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WORDS: Buth Duck (Exod. 1321-22) LAMCASHIRE
MUSIC:  Henry T. St 75,760 D
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