
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 17, 2025 • 10:30 AM 
Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 
 
† For those who are able, please stand. 

 GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC                    “It is Well with My Soul”     Asa Pedi, Baritone 
Words: Horatio Spafford. Music: Philip Bliss 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                   Rev. Shari Freeman 

OPENING PRAYER           

† CALL TO WORSHIP 

  ONE: As we navigate the roads in our life, 
  ALL: We trust in God’s guidance and provision. 

  ONE: As we look towards God, 
  ALL: We trust in God’s wisdom and discernment. 

  ONE: As we move into a new season in our congregation, 
  ALL: We trust in God’s faithfulness. Let us worship God! 

† OPENING HYMN (#341)                 “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!”          

Blessed assurance: Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

           Refrain: 
 This is my story, this is my song, 

 Praising my Savior all the day long; 
 This is my story, this is my song, 

 Praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels, descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (refrain) 

    Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
    Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love. (refrain) 

Words: Fanny Crosby. Music: Phoebe Palmer. ©1990 Westminster/John Knox Press. 

"Blessed 
Assurance" is a 
well-known 
Christian hymn. 
The lyrics were 
written in 1873 
by blind hymn 
writer Fanny J. 
Crosby to music 
written by 
Phoebe P. 
Knapp.  Based 
on Hebrews 
10:22.  



†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION           Rev. Shari Freeman 
God of the Journey, we trust that you lead us throughout our lives, forming us into your likeness 
and guiding us into eternity. We understand that moving in your direction often includes leaving 
the past behind. However, we confess that too often we look back longingly, not wanting to leave 
where we have been. Our hesitancy to let go keeps us stuck, creates distance between us and you, 
and dims our light. 
 
Forgive us when we look back instead of looking at you. Assure us that the way towards you 
always leads to the strengthening of your spirit within us. Guide us, great Jehovah, so that we may 
experience the fullness of life in your Kingdom … (silent confession) … Amen.  

 
†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE (see insert)   “O God, You Are My God” 
 
 
 
 
 

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing. 

 

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT    

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

 

     THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION          Rev. Shari Freeman 

    SCRIPTURE             Genesis 19:14-28 

    HOMILY        “Navigating Roads: The Road From Sodom and Gomorrah” 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 

I will seek you in the morning, and I will learn to walk in your ways. 
And step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days. 



                    RESPONSE 

†    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Confession of 1967, Inclusive Language Text) 

The church confesses its faith when it bears a present witness to God’s grace in Jesus 
Christ. In every age, the church has expressed its witness in words and deeds as the need 
of the time required. The earliest examples of confession are found within the Scriptures. 
Confessional statements have taken such varied forms as hymns, liturgical formulas, 
doctrinal definitions, catechisms, theological systems in summary, and declarations of 
purpose against threatening evil. Confessions and declarations are subordinate 
standards in the church, subject to the authority of Jesus Christ, the Word of God, as the 
Scriptures bear witness to him. No one type of confession is exclusively valid, no one 
statement is irreformable. Obedience to Jesus Christ alone identifies the one universal 
church and supplies the continuity of its tradition. This obedience is the ground of the 
church’s duty and freedom to reform itself in life and doctrine as new occasions, in God's 
providence, may demand. 

 

     PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER               Rev. Shari Freeman 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

    OFFERTORY    “Wade in the Water”            Laurie Swann, Soloist 
Spiritual. arr. Randa Kirshbaum 

†  DOXOLOGY                     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter. 

†  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING            Keith Bumgarner 

This preamble 
to the 
Confession of 
1967, written 
during a time of 
change in the 
church, 
reminds us of 
the affirmation 
of the PC(USA) 
that it is “The 
church 
reformed, 
always to be 
reformed 
according to 
the Word of 
God in the 
power of the 
Spirit."  



SENDING 

†  CLOSING HYMN (see insert)   “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”  

Turn your eyes upon Jesus Look full in His wonderful face 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim In the light of His glory and grace 

 Turn your eyes to the hillside Where justice and mercy embraced 
There the Son of God gave His life for us And our measureless debt was erased 

 Turn your eyes to the morning and see Christ the Lion awake 
What a glorious dawn, fear of death is gone for we carry His life in our veins 

 Turn your eyes to the heavens our King will return for His own 
Every knee will bow, every tongue will shout, “all glory to Jesus alone!” 

 Turn your eyes upon Jesus look full in His wonderful face 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace 

 

Music: Helen Lemmel. Words: Helen Lemmel, George Romanacce, Nathan Stiff, Nic Trout, and Kevin Winebarger.  
©2019 Sovereign Grace Worship. 

†  BENEDICTION                 Rev. Shari Freeman 

†  POSTLUDE           “Jubilation”         Chancel Choir 
            arr. Franklin D. Ashdown 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in joining MVP Church, 

go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a little gift. 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care 

Jill Hudson, Music Director 
Chancel Choir 

Deb Galloway provided this picture, which was sent to her by her 
sponsored "son," Lloyd, in Zambia. Lloyd told her that this picture 
reminded him of Deb, as she made his path easier and helped him 
overcome challenges. As we continue down our "Navigating Roads" 
series, how can we make the path easier for others?  



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

August 24 “Navigating Roads: The New Road”, Exodus 14:19-31, Rev. Jonathan Freeman 

August 26 Taizé, 7pm 

August 31 Navigating Roads: Hymn Sing 
 
 
 
Our August Communion Offering is new school supplies for the Sandy Springs Education Force 
Teacher's Closet. SSEF creates targeted programs that educate, inspire and prepare public school 
students in Sandy Springs for a competitive world. 

Presbyterian Women: Our Kickoff Salad Luncheon will be on Sunday, August 24, in the Kirk 
Center, right after the service. Bring a salad and a serving utensil and join the fun! The 2025-2026 
Bible study guide, Finding Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in Jesus Christ, will be available to 
purchase for $10. We are looking forward to another year of Bible study and fellowship.  

Circle of Grace women will be gathering for devotional and fellowship the following dates this fall 
from 5:00-6:30pm: August 17, September 7, October 26, and November 16. Gatherings take 
place in nearby members' homes. All women of the church are invited to join us. Please email Lisa 
Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to receive more information and email 
invitations.  

Seniors and Friends: Please join us for a tour of the Michael C. Carlos Museum this Wednesday, 
August 20, 2025. We will meet in the lower church parking lot at 1:00 p.m. to carpool. The price is 
$8/ticket for seniors. 

Small Groups: Get ready to sign up for one of our Fall Small Group Sessions! Small Groups begin 
on Sunday, Sept. 14. Sign-up beginning Aug. 24. Watch for more details next week!  

August 17, 2025 

MVPC Announcements…. 

mailto:lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com


Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update  
As of August 14   Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 360,332   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   50,499                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     5,029  $    26,000 
     Total    $419,860                 $ 586,000 

Dates for your calendar: 
September 14 Small Groups begin 

September 14 Foundation Fall Kick-Off, Fox Bros. BBQ 

September 28 Outdoor Service, Blessing of the Animals 

October 19 Pumpkin Palooza 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: This is an ongoing fund that helps with any disaster. To find out 
all that they support, go to their website at https://pcusa.org/search?query=presbyterian%
20disaster%20assistance&page=1. You can also donate on this site. 

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old 
Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30 
a.m. Contact Rev. Shari Freeman for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Mary Oliver has a poem about going out into the world with "empty" thoughts 
so that one can hear and absorb things around them well. Stephen Ministers are trained to listen 
that way, with no preconceptions or judgment. It is a gift to be truly heard. If you need listening, 
hearing ears, for a problem in your life, please contact Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or Isaac or 
Shari, to get connected. 

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Diane Bumgarner, Allison Eustis, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Malinda Holmes, 
Megan Kendall, Stacie Williams, and the people of Texas Flood Victims, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/
Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy for the family of Gene Elder who died on June 22. His service will be 
Saturday, August 23 in the Sanctuary, 3:00pm. 

Christian Sympathy for former MVPC Pastor, Dr. Thomas “Tom” Jefferson Ballard, Jr. 89, passed 
away peacefully and surrounded by family on July 19, 2025 in Indianapolis. He lived a long and 
full life dedicated to family and service to God and the many congregants at churches he served 
for over half a century. 

Christian Sympathy for the family of Karen Morine, sister-in-law of Bruce Morine who died in New 
Zealand after a long battler with cancer. 

Attendance 8/10: Sanctuary: 149     Online: 13 






