MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

AUGUST 10, 2025 + 10:30 AM

Reaching Out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

To the Congregation of
t For those who are able, please stand. MVPC:
Thank you for letting me
“navigate the road” with
you. Peace to you as you
continue your walk with

GATHERING Christ.
RINGING OF THE BELLS - Barrett
GATHERING MUSIC “Here | Am, O Lord, Send Me” Mike & Kathy Havey
Words & Music: Mississippi John Hurt
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Barrett Abernethy
OPENING PRAYER
T CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: The Lord came to Ananias in a vision and called him.
ALL: “Here | am, Lord!”
ONE: The Lord said, “Get up and go to the street and look for a man named Saul.”
ALL: Ananias found Saul, laid hands on him, and said, “The Lord Jesus sent me so you may
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
ONE: Let us follow the path of Ananias and navigate these roads by answering God’s call
boldly.
ALL: May we begin this season with renewed vision. Let us worship God!
T OPENING HYMN (#281) “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land;
| am weak, but Thou art mighty; hold me with Thy powerful hand;
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me fill | want no more,

Feed me till | want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through;
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be Thou still my strength and shield,
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

When | tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side;
Songs of praises, songs of praises, | will ever give to Thee,

| will ever give to Thee.
Words: Wiliam Williams. Music: John Hughes.



t PRAYER OF CONFESSION

MVPC Children

Loving God, whether we are young or old, we all sometimes do things that are wrong.

ONE: Sometimes we say things that are unkind to our friends.

ALL: Thank you for forgiving us.

ONE: Sometimes we don't listen to others.

ALL: Thank you for forgiving us.

ONE: Sometimes we don't help clean or do other chores when asked.
ALL: Thank you for forgiving us.

ONE: Sometimes we are late for things and people are waiting for us.
ALL: Thank you for forgiving us.

ONE: Sometimes we talk instead of listening to God.

This was the
4th year of the
“Back to
School”
Vacation Bible
School. Done
on the last
Saturday of
the summer, it
welcomes
children from

the church,
school, and

ALL: Thank you for forgiving us.
ONE: Sometimes we forget the things you have taught us. currounding

ALL: Thank you for forgiving us. We are grateful. neighborhoods.

T ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL:  Thanks be to God.

T RESPONSE (see insert) “O God, You Are My God”

O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.
O God, you are my God, and | will ever praise you.
I will seek you in the morning, and | will learn to walk in your ways.

And step by step you'll lead me, and | will follow you all of my days.

Words and Music: David Strasser. ©1991 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS Rev. Abernethy

t PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in @ manner comfortable for one another.)

“Pinehurst Place
was the road of

THE WORD
my childhood.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Abernethy  First
Presbyterian at
SCRIPTURE Acts 9:1-19 one end, the
pastor’s manse
HOMILY “Navigating Roads: The Road to Damascus” (house) at the

other. It was a
haven my first
22 years of life.”
-Carol Beckman



RESPONSE
t AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)

We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by
grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. In a broken and fearful world the
Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and
Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and
to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks, and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for
God'’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and
place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Shari Freeman

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” Mike & Kathy Havey

t DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter.

T PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Steve Whisenant



SENDING

T CLOSING HYMN (#525) “Here | Am, Lord”
T BENEDICTION Rev. Abernethy
T CHORAL BENEDICTION Chancel Choir

Written for Rev. Barrett Abernethy on the occasion of his farewell service at Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Church on August 10, 2025.

Through Him who gives you strength
you have done all things.
With a plan for us to prosper
came fruit the Spirit brings.
You've done all the love and wisdom,
with grace until the end.
Oh it's hard to say goodbye to such a friend.

Go out in peace, hold fast to what is true.
Support the weak
and strengthen the faint-hearted.
Help the suffering, honor all,

and love and serve the Lord.

In the name of the creator,
the redeemer
and the sustainer,

the one living triune God. Amen

Words & Music: Jill Hudson

Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor this staff and
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care navigate the road
. . . ith them. T
Jill Hudson, Music Director winhem. 1o
those who are
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician listed and those

It has been a joy to
serve alongside

who are not, | am

If you are interested in joining MVP Church,
go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a lit-

alongside you.

grateful to have
taken the journey

- Barrett

We are located at: + Our mailing address is:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE P.O.Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 Sandy Springs, GA 30358

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763



MVPC Announcements....
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Worship
10:30-11:30am

Welcome! We are glad to worship with you today!

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you
greet your neighbor.

Upcoming Services/Events:

August 17 “Navigating Roads: The (Wrong) Turn Toward Sodom and Gomorrah”,
Genesis 19:14-28, Rev. Shari Freeman

August 24 “Navigating Roads: The New Road”, Exodus 14:19-31, Rev. Jonathan Freeman

,..J Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: to support flood victims in Texas you can use this link or go to

(i PRESBYTERIAN

DISASTER ASSISTANCE the PCUSA website: pcusa.org/donate/dr000191-disaster-reliefe-us-flooding

Our August Communion Offering is new school supplies for the Sandy Springs Education Force
Sandy Springs

EDUCATIONTORCE  Teacher's Closet. SSEF creates targeted programs that educate, inspire and prepare public school
s students in Sandy Springs for a competitive world.

N Presbyterian Women: Save the date! Our Kickoff Salad Luncheon will be on Sunday, August 24, in
\/ N\ the Kirk Center, right after the service. The 2025-2026 Bible study guide, finding Resilience, Joy,
\ ) and our Identity in Jesus Christ, will be available to purchase for $10. We are looking forward to
\\,/ another year of Bible study and fellowship!

Circle of Grace women will be gathering for devotional and fellowship the following dates this fall
from 5:00-6:30pm: August 17, September 7, October 26, and November 16. Gatherings take
place in nearby members' homes. All women of the church are invited to join us. Please email Lisa

Cumming at lisa.j.cumming@gmail.com if you would like to receive more information and email

invitations.

Seniors and Friends: Please join us for a four of the Michael C. Carlos Museum on Wednesday,
August 20, 2025. We will meet in the lower church parking lot at 1:00 p.m. to carpool. The price is

$8/ticket for seniors.

August 10, 2025
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Make sure to follow us
on social media to stay
up to date!

SUNDAY SCHOOL

STEPHEN

MINISTRY

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old
Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30
a.m. Contact Rev. Shari Freeman for more information.

Stephen Ministry: Could you use a dependable Christian "ear" as you deal with a problem that is
overwhelming? Stephen Ministers have had 55 hours of training, plus continuing education to
stay refreshed, to help those in our congregation and community who face loss and grief,
changing roles, moving, divorce, death and dying, new diagnoses, job changes, mid-life goal
setting, caregiving stress, and other life-impacting events. Having a non-biased, knowledgeable
partner with you during a temporary, hard time can make that journey shorter and more
bearable. We are here. Please utilize us. Call Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a pastor to get

connected.

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Diane Bumgarner, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Malinda Holmes, Megan Kendall,
Karen Morine, and the people of Texas Flood Victims, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine,

Myanmar, and Zambia.

Christian Sympathy for the family of Gene Elder who died on June 22. His service will be
Saturday, August 23 in the Sanctuary, 3:00pm.

Christian Sympathy for former MVPC Pastor, Dr. Thomas “Tom” Jefferson Ballard, Jr. 89, passed
away peacefully and surrounded by family on July 19, 2025 in Indianapolis. He lived a long and
full life dedicated to family and service to God and the many congregants at churches he served

for over half a century.

Christian Sympathy for the family of Karen Morine, sister-in-law of Bruce Morine who died in New
Zealand after a long battler with cancer.

Attendance 8/3: Sanctuary: 93 Online: 27

Dates for your calendar:

Small Groups begin soon

September 14 Foundation Fall Kick-Off, Fox Bros. BBQ
September 28 Outdoor Service, Blessing of the Animals

October 19 Pumpkin Palooza

Financial Update

As of August 7 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving $351,738 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge  $ 40,249 $ 60,000
Non-Member Giving &

Loose Offering S 4,696 S 26,000

Total $396,683 $ 586,000



