MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
JULY 20, 2025 - 10:30 AM

Reaching Out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

t For those who are able, please stand.

GATHERING

“When first visiting MVPC, |
admired the beauty of these
windows, it challenged (my
vision of) the traditional
carpeted sanctuary and dark
wood. | was welcomed into
this church by Malinda
Holmes.”

RINGING OF THE BELLS

GATHERING MUSIC

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER

T CALL TO WORSHIP

“Morning Has Broken”

- Dee Bradford-Smith

Linda Webser, Flute
Music: Traditional Gaelic Melody. arr. Gary Lanier.

Rev. Barrett Abernethy

ONE: The glass carved into fragments,
ALL: Beckons the Spirit to bond us in our brokenness.
ONE: The colors continue to shine,

ALL: Whether it be sunny or cloudy, Christ’s light shines.

ONE: The kingdom of God is present,

ALL: Proclaiming radiance within and beyond these walls. Let us worship God!

T OPENING HYMN (see insert)

“Jesus, Light of Joy”
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t PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Shari Freeman

Still Small Voice, you speak this day through the words and wisdom of Paul, inspiring Lydia to
open her heart to the love of God.

Sing Verse 1 of Open My Eyes ( #324)
Open my eyes, that | may see glimpses of truth Thou hast for me;

Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.

Often, however, we close off our ears, and hear only the noise that idles us into contentment
and complacency. This leads us to reject the wisdom of your Still Small Voice or the
possibilities of new voices. Incline our ears to hear anew. Help us to lean not on our own
understanding and remind us that true faithfulness, true discipleship, and a true kingdom can
only come to fruition when we hear your wisdom and share it with the world.

Sing Verse 2 of Open My Eyes
Open my ears, that | may hear voices of truth Thou sendest clear;
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.

Let your spirit breathe within us like you breathe into the glass light that surrounds us, and
shine your grace, hope, and love into our eyes, ears, and heart, so we may proclaim your Holy
Name ... Amen.

Sing Verse 3 of Open My Eyes
Open my mouth, and let me bear, gladly the warm truth everywhere;
Open my heart and let me prepare love with Thy children thus to share.

Words and Music: Clara Scott
T ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL:  Thanks be to God.

t RESPONSE “Open the Eyes of My Heart”

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart;
| want to see you; | want fo see you; (2x)

To see you high and lifted up,
Shining in the light of your glory.
Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.”
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy, | want to see you.
Text and Music: Paul Baloche. ©1997 Integrity’s Hosanna!Music.

CHILDREN'S MOMENT

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.)



Tt PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.)

THE WORD Lydia was a

dealer in purple

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Barrett Abernethy  cloth which

suggests she

SCRIPTURE Acts 16:9-15 was wealthy for
the time period,

HOMILY “The Colors of Christ: Purple” since only the
rich could
afford purple -

RESPONSE see Luke 16:19.
t AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Confession of 1967, Inclusive Language Version, 9.41)

The church in its mission encounters the religions of men and in that encounter becomes conscious
of its own human character as a religion. God’s revelation to Israel, expressed within Semitic
culture, gave rise to the religion of the Hebrew people. God'’s revelation in Jesus Christ called forth
the response of Jews and Greeks and came to expression within Judaism and Hellenism as the
Christian religion. The Christian religion, as distinct from God'’s revelation of himself, has been
shaped throughout its history by the cultural forms of its environment.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Shari Freeman

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY “Hymn of Promise” Linda Weber, Flute
Music: Natalie Sleeth.

t DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter.

T PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Rev. Jonathan Freeman



SENDING

T CLOSING HYMN “We Sing of Loyal Lydia”

We sing of loyal Lydia who dealt in purple dye,
The author of

these lyrics,
Her heart was warmed when she heard Paul relate God's love for all. Edith Sinclair

a woman Paul and Silas found at prayer in Philippi.

She and her household were baptized. They answered God's clear call. Downing, didn’t
start writing
This widow tested culture's rules by opening her home verse until she
was in her mid-
60's. She wrote

hymns well into

to Paul and those who came to hear how they such faith could own.
When Paul and Silas were in jail, she suffered deep despair.

Yet when the jailer was transformed, she knew God answered prayer. her 80’s before
dying in 2016.
When her friends moved from Philippi, they left believers blessed.

And Lydia helped the church to grow as they their faith confessed.
May we today our witness share that other hearts be stirred.

Let us take courage as we dare to daily live God's Word.

Text: Edith Sinclair Downing. Music: KINGSFOLD. arr. Ralph Williams.

T BENEDICTION Rev. Abernethy

POSTLUDE “Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation”

arr. Marvin Gaspard.

Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care
Jill Hudson, Music Director
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician

If you are interested in joining MVP Church,
go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a little gift.

We are located at: + Our mailing address is:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE P.O.Box 76051

Sandy Springs, GA 30328 Sandy Springs, GA 30358

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763



MVPC Announcements....
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Wear these colors each Sunday:
Colors of Christ

Wear these colors each Sunday:
June 1  Mulii Colored (Rainbow) July 13 Blue
June8 Red Worship July 20 Purple
June 15 Red 10:30-11:30am July 27 Pink
June 29 Yellow August 3 Green

Welcome! We are glad to worship with you today!

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you

greet your neighbor.

Upcoming Services/Events:

b g offesn July 22 Taizé, 7pm in the Sanctuary
oiits Setting, the name of ~*

‘"fmn}:z'mmi“‘k July 27 “The Colors of Christ: Pink”, Psalm 113, 2 Samuel 23:1-7, Rev. Shari Freeman

August 3 “The Colors of Christ: Green”, Deuteronomy 34:1-6, Rev. Barrett Abernethy

m PRESBYTERIAN Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: to support flood victims in Texas you can use this link or go to
@4 pisasTer AssisTanc the PCUSA website: pcusa.org/donate/dr000191-disaster-reliefe-us-flooding

Our July Communion Offering is for the Atlanta VA Domiciliary. The Domiciliary provides
residential rehabilitative programming for Veterans facing homelessness, mental health and/or
substance use disorders. They facilitate community reintegration by promoting autonomy and
self-sufficiency through assessments, treatment, education, referrals and linkages that improve
veterans' quality of life. For more information about the VA Domiciliary program, please visit
Domiciliary Care for Homeless Veterans Program - VA Homeless Programs

VBS 2025: YeeHaw! Please sign up your children, grandchildren, neighbors, and a
friends. They will roundup on Saturday, August 9 from 9:30am-1:00pm. For easy E I

registration, scan this QR code!

Dementia in the Community: This event is being put on by Emory University here at
MVPC on Saturday, August 3 from 1:30-3:30pm, doors open at lpm. For more
information and to register, please scan the QR code on the insert or go to our website
mvpchurch.org.

Book Sorting: anyone can join in the fun on July 27 at 4pm in Gailey Hall!

July 20, 2025



https://www.va.gov/homeless/dchv.asp
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Make sure to follow us
on social media to stay
up to date!

BREAKFAST

SUNDAY SCHOOL

@

STEPHEN

MINISTRY

Men’s Breakfast: Join us on Sunday, July 27 at 8:30am in the Kirk Center

Presbyterian Women: We enjoyed our Bible study and book reviews this year, and we look

forward to next year. Meanwhile, have a wonderful summer!

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old
Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30

a.m. Contact Rev. Shari Freeman for more information.

Stephen Ministry: You don't need to be mired in tfurmoil to ask for a Stephen Minister. But, if you
could use a dependable, non-judgmental, non-family, encouraging companion who listens well
and helps you clarify your way forward, please call the Stephen Leader, Pat Bartee, or a pastor to
get started. Comments from people involved in our ministry mention how the dependable
support, listening and allowing unburdening, clarification of goals, and sharing spiritual and
secular resources helped them redirect their lives.

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Diane Bumgarner, Dan Chettlebergh, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Sherri
Galloway, Malinda Holmes, Megan Kendall, Melody Minton, Karen Morine, and the people of
Texas Flood Victims, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia.

Christian Sympathy for the family of Gene Elder who died on June 22. His service will be
Saturday, August 23 in the Sanctuary, time TBD.

Christian Sympathy for Charlie Gray and his family on the death of his brother, Don Travis. The
service will be Friday, July 25 at 1pm in the Sanctuary.

Attendance 7/13: Sanctuary: 97 Online: 12

Dates for your calendar:

Summer Sermon Series: June 1 - August 3: Colors of Christ: Exploring Faith in the

August 3 Healthy Aging Conference “Dementia in the Community
Health/Faith and Inviting Places,” 1:30-3:30pm

August 9 Vacation Bible School, “Yee Haw! Celebrating God’s Greatest
Gift”, 9am-1pm

Stained Glass

Financial Update

As of July 16 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving $331,049 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge  $ 38,297 S 60,000
Non-Member Giving &

Loose Offering S 4,115 S 26,000

Total $373,461 $ 586,000



CELEBRATING TIME

6/3 Jesus, Light of Joy
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