MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

JULY 13,2025+ 10:30 AM

Reaching Out to ... Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve.

“The stained glass windows

1 For those who are able, please stand. remind me of the beautiful and
powerful aspects that God
created such as the oceans and
winds. | am thankful to enjoy
God’s beauty, but | also marvel
at how powerful the ocean, wind,
and fire can be.”

GATHERING -Stacia Minton
RINGING OF THE BELLS
GATHERING MUSIC “Breathe” Rev. Jonathan Freeman
Words & Music: Michael W. Smith.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Barrett Abernethy
MINUTE FOR MISSION Rose Nelson

OPENING PRAYER

T CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: We enter this sanctuary,

ALL: And we remember God'’s promises to us.

ONE: We sing holy songs,

ALL: And we remember God’s commandments to us.

ONE: We listen to the Word of God,

ALL: And we respond to God'’s call on our hearts and lives. Let us worship God!

T OPENING HYMN (see insert) “Here in This Place”




t PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Jonathan Freeman

God of the Covenant, you are the God who makes extravagant promises. We relish .. ,
is prayer is

your great promises of fidelity, presence, and solidarity, and we immerse ourselves in  adapted from
them. Only to find out, always too late, that your promise comes amid a hard, deep ~ one titled “A
Hard, Deep Call

call to obedience. But even with our half-hearted attempts at obedience, you still call .
to Obedience,

people like us, and the long list of mothers and fathers before us, to trust your written by
promises enough to keep the call. Walter
Brueggemann

. . . and published in
So, we give you thanks that you are a calling God, who calls always to challenging his book Awed

new places. We pray you shower us with enough of your grace and mercy so that we o Heaven,

may be among those who believe your promises enough to respond to your call ... Reofedin Earth.

(silent confession) ... Amen.

T ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL:  Thanks be to God.

t RESPONSE “Open the Eyes of My Heart”

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart;

| want to see you; | want to see you; (2x)

To see you high and lifted up,
Shining in the light of your glory.
Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.”
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy, | want o see you.
Text and Music: Paul Baloche. ©1997 Integrity’s Hosanna!Music.

CHILDREN'S MOMENT Rev. Abernethy

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.)

T PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in @ manner comfortable for one another.)

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Abernethy
SCRIPTURE Numbers 15:37-41

HOMILY "The Colors of Christ: Blue”



RESPONSE
t AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Second Helvetic Confession, 5.085)

The law of God is abrogated to the extent that it no longer condemns us, nor works wrath in us.
For we are under grace and not under the law. Moreover, Christ has fulfilled all the figures of the
law. Hence, with the coming of the body, the shadows ceased, so that in Christ we now have the
truth and all fullness. But yet we do not on that account contemptuously reject the law. For we
remember the words of the Lord when he said: “I have not come to abolish the law and the
prophets but to fulfill them.” We know that in the law is delivered to us the patterns of virtues and
vices. We know that the written law when explained by the Gospel is useful to the Church, and
that therefore its reading is not to be banished from the Church. For although Moses’ face was
covered with a veil, yet the apostle says that the veil has been taken away and abolished by
Christ.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Barrett Abernethy

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY “If You Search” Evie Abernethy
Words & Music: Ruth Elaine Schram

t DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter.

t PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING David Barclift
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SENDING
T CLOSING HYMN ( #334) “When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land”

When Israel was in Egypt’s land, let my people go!
Oppressed so hard they could not stand,
Let my people go!

Refrain:
Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land,
Tell old Pharaoh, let my people go!

"Thus saith the Lord," bold Moses said: Let my people go!
"If not I'll smite your first-born dead,"

Let my people go! (refrain)

"No more shall they in bondage toil," Let my people go!
"Let them come out with Egypt’s spoil,”
Let my people go! (refrain)

T BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “Voluntary in C major”

Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor
Jill Hudson, Music Director
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician/Liturgist

If you are interested in joining MVP Church,

go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a little gift.

“l see nature. |
see movement;
people walking
towards
something. |
see a landscape
with no
distractions. |
think it is
heaven.”
-Anonymous

Rev. Abernethy

Phil Lehenbauer

We are located at: + Our mailing address is:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE P.O.Box 76051

Sandy Springs, GA 30328 Sandy Springs, GA 30358

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763



MVPC Announcements....
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q:30" s '25an, Colors of Christ
Wear these colors each Sunday:
Colors of Christ

Wear these colors each Sunday:
June 1  Mulii Colored (Rainbow) July 13 Blue
June8 Red Worship July 20 Pink
June 15 Red 10:30-11:30am July 27 Purple
June 29 Yellow August 3 Green

Welcome! We are glad to worship with you today!

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you

greet your neighbor.

Upcoming Services/Events:

% L 7
Fromihe vising of the sun

:2;%?{"]%:;%:{% July 20 “The Colors of Christ: Pink”, Psalm 113, 2 Samuel 23:1-7, Rev. Barrett Abernethy

w 133 & &
July 27 “The Colors of Christ: Purple”, Acts 16:9-15, Rev. Shari Freeman

J Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: to support flood victims in Texas you can use this link or go to

?'\ PRESBYTERIAN

DISASTER ASSISTANCE the PCUSA website: pcusa.org/donate/dr000191-disaster-reliefe-us-flooding

Our July Communion Offering is for the Atlanta VA Domiciliary. The Domiciliary provides
residential rehabilitative programming for Veterans facing homelessness, mental health and/or
substance use disorders. They facilitate community reintegration by promoting autonomy and
V DS hartment self-sufficiency through assessments, treatment, education, referrals and linkages that improve

ofiveterans Affairs veterans' quality of life. For more information about the VA Domiciliary program, please visit
Domiciliary Care for Homeless Veterans Program - VA Homeless Programs

VBS 2025: YeeHaw! Please sign up your children, grandchildren, neighbors, and
friends. They will roundup on Saturday, August 9 from 9:30am-1:00pm. For easy

registration, scan this QR code!

Dementia in the Community: This event is being put on by Emory University here at
MVPC on Saturday, August 3 from 1:30-4pm. For more information and to register, please scan

the QR code on the insert or go to our website mvpchurch.org.

Seniors and Non-Seniors: Please join us on Tuesday, July 15 for a tour of Spruill Gallery and Shop.
We will meet at the lower church parking lot at 10:45am to carpool or meet us there. Lunch
afterwards at Snooze features delicious breakfast/brunch options until 2:30pm. Sign up in the
Narthex or call/text Mary Lea Woods at 404.668.0151.

July 13, 2025



https://www.va.gov/homeless/dchv.asp

Make sure to follow us
on social media to stay
up to date!

Presbyterian Women: We enjoyed our Bible study and book reviews this year, and we look

forward to next year. Meanwhile, have a wonderful summer!

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old
SUNDAY SCHOOL Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30

a.m. Contact Rev. Shari Freeman for more information.

Stephen Ministry: Please utilize our trained team of Stephen Ministers when you are in

temporary, emotional or spiritual distress. These members are committed fo supporting you,

: listening fo you, encouraging you as you experience a rough time. Contact Pat Bartee, Stephen
STEPHEN

MINISTRY Leader, or a pastor to get connected.

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175.

Prayer Concerns: Diane Bumgarner, Dan Chettlebergh, Gerald Fudge, Lorry Clark, Sherri
Galloway, Malinda Holmes, Megan Kendall, Melody Minton, Karen Morine, and the people of
Texas Flood Victims, Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia.

Christian Sympathy for the family of Gene Elder who died on June 22. His service will be
Saturday, August 23 in the Sanctuary.

Christian Sympathy for Charlie Gray and his family on the death of his brother, Don Travis. The
service will be Friday, July 25 at 1pm in the Sanctuary.

The rose is in honor of the birth of Quinn Marie Toney-Schmitt born July 1.

Attendance 7/6:  Sanctuary: 81 Online: 25

Dates for your calendar:

Summer Sermon Series: June 1 - August 3: Colors of Christ: Exploring Faith in the
Stained Glass

August 3 Healthy Aging Conference “Dementia in the Community
Health/Faith and Inviting Places,” 1:30-3:30pm

August 9 Vacation Bible School, “Yee Haw! Celebrating God’s Greatest
Gift”, 9am-1pm

Financial Update

As of July 10 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Pledge Member Giving $323,579 $500,000
Member Giving Non-Pledge S 37,697 S 60,000
Non-Member Giving &
Loose Offering S 4,037 S 26,000
Total $365,313 $ 586,000

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the Happenings or Good News,

please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org
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Here in This Place

ATHERING
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Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place

2 We

the new light is stream-ing; now is the dark-ness

are the young our lives are

a mys-tery. We are the

old who

3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter; here we will take the

4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van-ished a - way;, see in this space our fears and our dream-ings

vearn for vour face.

We have been sung through-out all

of

his - tory,

bread of new birth. Herevou shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,

light years a - way: here in this place

the new light is shin - ing;
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brought here to  you in the light of this day
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now  is  the king-dom, and now is the day
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en; gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty; gath-er us in,  the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion; give us to eat the
Gath-er us in  and hold us for - ev - er; gath-er us in  and
D o A o A Z i
1y 1 — | ] % } - il _illl:'
1 | I R — — —
o s F < 7

blind and the lame;
proud and the strong;
bread that iz  you

r
call %o us now,
Elve us

a heart,

and we shall a-wak-en;
meek and so low - ly;
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nour-ish wus well, and teach wus

to fash-ion

make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to-geth-er
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we shall a-rise at the sound of our name.

give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.

lives that are ho - Iy and hearts that are true.

fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

The “vou [/ your” mentioned in every stanza is never identified, but this 1979 hymn is clearly a corporate
prayer to God on behalf of the diverse congregation who have assembled for worship, longing o be

trangformed and used 23 God's witnesses and for God's purposes,

TEXT and aILUSIC: Marty Haugen, 19749
Tewt and Ausks & 1982 Ci4 Poblicathoss, ne.

GATHER LIS IN
10.8.10.70,0



