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A Note From the Pastor

Rev. Barrett Abernethy

12 Years, 12 Lessons
It’s All About the Music

When | arrived at my first call fresh out
of seminary, | found a church mourning
the loss of their beloved music director.
He was known throughout the rural
Alabama county for his larger-than-life
personality and was a source of pride for
that small Presbyterian congregation.
There were verbal cues of this lament:
hardly a week went by those first couple
of years where | didn’t hear the
expressions of loss from members and
non-members alike. But it was the non-
verbal cues that will forever be etched in
my mind. When | first walked into the
small choir room just above where the
choir kept their music binders was a
shrine to the late music director. His
organ shoes sat neatly next to a photo of

him and his dog. Off to the side his choral
robe was draped on a hanger, never to
be worn again.

This loss, which happened eight months
before | arrived as pastor defined my first
six years of ministry. Because of his death
the following transpired:

¢ | spent the first couple of months

leading my first ever search
committee. We ultimately hired
someone, but she did not have the
connection to the community and
after she left a few years later, we
were left with a revolving door of
musicians. Many weeks during my
tenure were spent calling people
from Meridian, Mississippi to
Birmingham, Alabama. If anything, |
learned that finding musicians,
particularly organists, is extremely
difficult.
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¢ The first office administrator | had was
a star pupil of the late music director.
They had a very close relationship and
while she was an incredibly talented
singer, the want to sing evaporated.
This put a significant dent in our small
choir, one that never fully healed. After
a few years, she and her husband
moved away and we found another
office administrator, but the grief she
held was a microcosm of how his death
affected the entire church.

¢ Inan attempt to resuscitate the choir, |

tried everything. We started a choral
scholarship program (naming it in
honor of the late director), begging
local college students to come sing and
make a little money on Sunday
morning. Some of them were
committed, but some preferred to
sleep in Sunday.

Admittedly, this turnover and strain has
been a constant in my ministerial journey.
Our church has experienced somewhat of a
revolving door of musicians since | arrived,
and | have seen some of the same ripples
within the larger church body. Yet at the
same time these fissures have also
presented us with opportunities to think
deeply about who we are and how we
want to express God through music. A
combination of Covid, joint outdoor
worship, and the loss of some
contemporary musicians led us to create
the current worship service we have now: a
modern service that celebrates God by
organ, piano, and guitar. In a way, this
movement has galvanized who we are and
bonded us together.

| believe it was this stability that paved
the way for someone like Jill Hudson. In
my 12 years, (and this is not a knock on
all the previous musicians | have worked
with). Jill is the best musician | have ever
worked with. | have commented in
previous articles of this series that over
the past few years the worship planning
staff has come up with great sermon
series and there is a synergy between us
that was not previously there. | believe
Jill, and her commitment to the culture
of worship we aim to create, is one of
the key reasons these sermon series feel
fresh, worship is spirit-filled, and the
community feels connected. That begins
with good music. That begins with a
choir who feels supported. That begins
with a congregation who raises their
voices in unison.

Every Sunday at MVPC begins and
ends the exact same way: not with a
pastor’s voice, but with the music from
the multitude echoing throughout the
sanctuary. That means that we, both
you and |, are lost without the music,
and that's why | believe it's more
important than anything | can say.
Because music transcends the human
experience and its notes travel with us
long after we forget the words of the
sermon. So keep singing, church, and
keep supporting your musicians, for it is
my experience that they are getting
harder and harder to find.

Grace and Peace,

Barrett

April 30, 2025 Actual YTD 2025 Budget
Member Giving Pledge $217,810 $500,000
Member Giving Non-
$16,962 $60,000
Pledge
Loose Offerings $2,456 $26,000
Total YTD $237,228 $586,000
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Moderator(s)
Rev. Barrett Abernethy

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

Clerk of Session
David Hill

Christian Education
Carrie Southard

Congregational Care
Barbara Brooks
Htet Nyunt

Fellowship
Keith Bumgarner
Ed Spain

Finance/Administration/
Stewardship

Ben Cumming

Outreach
Braegan Abernethy
Mike Havey

Senior Adults
Mary Lea Woods

Witness

Lois Johnson

Worship
Penny Kiel

Malinda Holmes



GRADUATION

Left to Right
Mia Neumann
Anna Barber
Sage Allen

High School Seniors

Sage Allen Atlanta International School University of Georgia

Anna Barber St. Pius X Georgia College & State University
Mia Neumann Walton High School Ringling College of Art & Design
Nathan Peji IMG Academy Aurora University

Jack Riordan Chamblee High School University of Georgia

College Seniors
Bryce Cumming
Gill Christian
Charlie Hale
Will Hudson
Megan Murphy
Emma Plumly
Grace Sawyer
Sammy Sawyer
Jack Sims

Zack Van Putten
Devin Wade

University of Georgia

Appalachian State

High Point University

Emory University

University of Georgia (Dec. ‘24)
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of California, Los Angeles
Duke Law (J.D.)

University of Georgia

University of Georgia

Georgia Tech



CONFIRMATION

On May 4 we celebrated Confirmation Sunday and confirmed Samantha Fifield into our worshipping
community. At MVPC, Confirmation is a seven-month program (usually October-May) that matches our 8th
grade confirmands with a mentor in the congregation, leads them through a dozen Bible lessons, supports

them in an outreach project, and, ultimately, encourages them to make a public profession of their faith.

The confirmand’s public profession of faith occurs within a worship service and centers on their responses to

four “BIG” questions:

* Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power
in the world?

® Who is your Lord and Savior?

* Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?

* Will you devote yourself to the church's teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the

prayers?

A confirmand’s responses to these questions are their first public profession of faith but not their last! Each
transition moment in life offers an opportunity to listen to God and discern the grounding beliefs of our faith.

Sometimes those beliefs change; even so, we trust that our community of faith and God’s love will continue

to support us.




GIFT OF WISDOM

"Moored by Grace"

The stillness of the water,
soft lapping at the shore,
the calling of the purpose
found in the waiting harbor on the moor.

The sail meets the wind
in the sunset's glow,
the knowing faith of how the rest will go.
The testing of this faith on water, a lesson long ago.

We are weary in the storms of life,
as the years come and go,
but the waiting moorings at the shoreline
confirm and calm our mind.

The harbor has waited, lovingly and kind.
Wrapped in the breeze of Grace,
we secure the moorings, intermingling as lace.

The warmth of the sun caresses our face.

We have found our place.

Poem: Dee Bradford-Smith
Artwork: Donna Martin



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Ken Mead reflects on the Beginnings and Success of

Los Nifios Primero

As Los Nifios Primero gears up for a 25th year of our summer program for Latino kids, Ken looks back with pride and to the
future with hope. Ken’s late wife, Martha Barrios Mead, and Maritza Morelli is the dynamic duo who conceived, structured,
and developed this organization. Maritza continues to build and drive this program forward. Through its delivered promise,

LNP has helped change the lives of many kids, families, and community sponsors.

How long have you worked with Los Nifos Primero?
Back in 1999, when the church was looking for a mission that would help the growing Latino Community in Sandy Springs,
Martha was also looking for a way to engage with this community — especially the children (she was a Spanish Speaking
Speech/Language specialist with elementary school kids in Cobb County Schools). Maritza Morelli was working as the
Latino liaison for Fulton County Schools. Serendipity (or divine intervention) brought Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church,
Maritza Morelli, and Martha together to see what might be done. Martha and | were married in 1974, and | became aware

of — and a supporter of - this vision as it was conceived.

How have you been involved in LNP?
| am retired now, but I've served as Los Nifios Primero’s Treasurer, served on the Board as a Board Member and Board Chair.
I've had the privilege of serving on the strategic planning committee in the past. Now, | work with Los Nifios Primero on
their Advisory Council and am a member of the Martha Barrios Mead Scholarship Committee, which is in its 5th year.

Every year, | am a sponsor of the annual Los Nifios Primero Gala.

My time with Los Nifos Primero is focused on the activities, strategies, and objectives of the committees on which | serve.
Frankly, it doesn't require a lot of time. The Scholarship Committee is busy from January through June. Advisory Council is a

year-round focus on strategy and fundraising but only meets twice or three times a year.

Why do you like working with LNP?
Oh, my. Can | say “everyone”? Maritza Morelli is a Godsend to this mission. Her vision, energy, commitment, and unmatched
management style exceed anything | experienced in my commercial career. Her staff is justifiably dedicated and mission
focused. Our Summer program teachers come back year after year to be a part of this amazing
teaching/learning/celebrating experience. Donors understand where their contributions go, and the quarterly reports

about progress, financials, and successes are confirming.

How can others get involved?
There are so many ways to get involved. My recommendation would be to visit our summer program in action. Take a tour.
Feel the energy. Talk to the teachers and soak in the vibe that is carrying generations of our Latino families forward.
Connect with Maritza Morelli (Executive Director), Ashley Lewman (Development Director), Lizbeth Zamora (Youth

Director). If you need contact information for any of these people - or any others - | am happy and anxious to share.



OUTREACH

Our April Communion Offering was for the Community Assistance Center. Anna Morine helped deliver the
diaper donations while Mike & Kathy Havey delivered the food and other supplies.

On May 18, Graham
Duncan gave the Minute
for Mission for Sandy
Springs Education Force,
and the children of the
church made lunch for
Clifton Sanctuary
Ministries.

BV, %
MY
We have received many letters of thanks, including from Family Promise, SSEF, & Columbia Seminary. Dr. Kenya Greer the
CTAE Teacher at Ison Springs Elementary School who we supported with a $150 Walmart Gift Card to help with organizing
a school wide STEM Day wrote: All | can say is that | am absolutely speechless... AND | am in tears by the generosity of

partners in this community that | have never met. Just when | feel overwhelmed, exhausted and alone trying to make

miracles happen for our beautiful students, you have been busy making blessings happen for so many! | am so GRATEFUL
for you! Thank you for all that you do!

Thank you for your generous donations to the PCUSA One Great Hour of Sharing offering. We collected $828.00. The

Special Offerings supplement budget line was also utilized and an additional $1,250 was sent for this offering.

Our May Communion Offering was summer camp supplies for Stirred-Up Ministries. June is International Women's House,
July is the VA Domiciliary, and August is the SSEF Teacher’s Supply Closed & Stirred-Up Ministries.
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We celebrated the baptism of
Mackenzie Elizabeth Hagenau
on May 11.

Beppie Lever

received an award for

25 years with CAC.

Barrett earned his certificate
for his 12-week course on
Generation Next: A Ranch

Management Course.

"We are grateful to all of you for supporting
and cheering Sophie when she received the
Yes | Can! Award. Our church family at MYPC
has been a great blessing given to us, and we
are grateful. More importantly, we are
grateful to MVPC for the love you have all
shown and continue to show for Sophie.

Htet and Sujay

Shari Freeman was approved

for ordination!
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Photos courtesy of: Barrett Abernethy, Braegan Abernethy, Beppie Lever,
Shari Freeman, Dee Bradford-Smith, Christie Hill, Donna Martin

(Please send any pictures of your events fo debbie@mvpchurch.org)



GETTING TO KNOW ...

PAT DAVIS

What is your favorite book to read?

| have been a reader all of my life and have loved many books, but an enduring
favorite would have to be To Kill @ Mockingbird. | first read this book in the 1960's.
My pastor at that time at Hunter Presbyterian Church in Lexington, KY had grown
up with Harper Lee (or Nell Harper as he called her) and was able to give the real-
life bios of the fictitious characters in the book which made it that much more

interesting.

If you could choose to do anything for a day, what would it be?

It would be wonderful to spend one more day in my beloved Smokies hiking to a

waterfall, maybe the Abrams Creek Trail. Or, if time would allow, the trail up
Thunderhead Mountain.

What is your favorite game or sport to watch or play?
Well at my age, it's all about watching, not playing! These are the top choices: College Foothall, College Basketball,
College Baseball, MLB baseball and PGA Golf.

Have you ever had a nickname? What is it?
When | was young my nickname was Daddy Long Legs which eventually morphed into Spider. | despised the name
and begged people not to use it. Now much time has passed, and it would be thrilling if the original reason for the

nickname still existed!

Who would you want to be stranded with on a deserted island?

A personal chef or a good swim coach.
What is your favorite zoo animal?

It has to be the elephant. Even though they are mammoth in size, there is a certain grace in their movement. In the

wild, | love how they help each other and grieve for the loss of members in their family group.

"Asking for help creates space for connection and care."

Unknown
AR It is truly an act of courage for some of us to ask for help. We Presbyterians, especially, see
w w ourselves as fiercely independent and self-reliant folk who are used to solving our own
problems. But, there are times when an extra support person could be highly helpful in our
STE PHEN grief, iliness, loneliness, recovery, or transition period. There are things one thinks but cannot
MINISTRY share with relatives or close friends. Those feelings can be shared with a Stephen Minister

who keeps information confidential and helps you clarify your thoughts and identify your
strengths moving forward. Please connect with us by contacting Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader,
or a pastor, who will connect us.






