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Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 

† For those who are able, please stand. 

   GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC           “Goodness of God”           Rev. Jonathan Freeman 
All my life You have been faithful 

All my life You have been so, so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 

                                                                                                               Bethel Music & Jenn Johnson. ©2018 Capitol CMG Paragon 

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER                 Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

† CALL TO WORSHIP                       Beppie Lever 

  ONE: We gather together to worship God, who calls us into community, 
  ALL: Who claims us in baptism and equips us for service. 

  ONE: Today we celebrate the Spirit’s movement among us, 
  ALL: Calling forth leaders to guide, teach, and serve in Christ’s name. 

  ONE: God has gifted each of us with talents and purposes for building up the church, 
  ALL: And today we rejoice in the calling of a servant to share in this ministry. 

  ONE: We come to bring glory to God and to celebrate God’s gracious gifts to all of us. 
  ALL: In the spirit of unity and service, let us worship God! 

†   OPENING HYMN (#555)           “Now Thank We All Our God”  

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices; 

Who, from our mothers’ arms hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in God’s grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills in this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven, 
To Father and to Son and Spirit now be given. 

The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
The God who was, and is, and shall be evermore. 

Words: Martin Rinkart. Music: Johann Cruger. ©1990 David G. Mehrtens. 



†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                     Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
Merciful and Loving God, you have called us to be your people and claimed us for the service of 
Jesus Christ. We confess that we have not lived up to our calling to proclaim the Good News in 
word and deed. We are quick to speak when we ought to listen, and we remain silent when it is 
time to speak. We put too much faith in our own actions, and we fail to trust the strength of 
your Spirit. 

O God, forgive our foolish and sinful ways. Strengthen us anew to follow Christ’s way in the 
world. By your Holy Spirit, give us the grace we need to be faithful disciples and fulfill our 
common calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. … (silent confession) … Amen. 

 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

 

†  RESPONSE                                     “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another. 
The children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

 

 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you; I want to see you; (2x) 

To see you high and lifted up,  
Shining in the light of your glory. 

Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.” 
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. 

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you. 

Text and Music: Paul Baloche. ©1997 Integrity’s Hosanna!Music. 



THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION          Susan Shaw 

    FIRST SCRIPTURE READING  1 Corinthians 12:4-13            Vernita Herod 

    SECOND SCRIPTURE READING            Acts 2:1-21          Rev. Dr. Martha Moore-Keish 

    HOMILY  

ORDINATION 

    SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE (from 1 Corinthians 12:4-13)      Rev. Alex Rodgers 
 ONE: There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
 ALL: There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served. 
 ONE: God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that is  
  accomplished. 
 ALL: To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good. 
 ONE: Together we are the body of Christ,  
 ALL: And individually members of it. Amen. 

    STATEMENT OF ORDINATION 

    PROFESSION OF FAITH  

†  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



    THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM         

    CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS               Rev. Rodgers, Beppie Lever 

    PRAYER OF ORDINATION 

(Elders and Ministers of Word and Sacrament come forward to stand behind  
the candidate for the laying on of hands.) 

    DECLARATION OF ORDINATION AND WELCOME              Rev. Rodgers 

    PRESENTATION OF SYMBOLS OF MINISTRY               Rev. Rodgers, Becky Loftis 

    CHARGE TO THE NEWLY ORDAINED                 Rev. Toney-Schmitt 

    CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION                        Rev. Abernethy 

 RESPONSE 

      OFFERTORY       “Use Me For Your Goodness” 
Written for Shari Freeman on the occasion of her ordination as a Minister of Word and Sacrament at  

Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church, Sandy Springs GA, June 8, 2025 
 
 

O Lord You are my shepherd, Your mercy follows me 
my soul is now restored each day, I fear no enemy 

and in green pastures I will lie beside still waters as I try 
to bring such love to others in my call. 

 
So use me for Your goodness 

walk with me through the shadows of my life 
fill my cup until it runneth over 

and let me say “I know you for I love”. 
 

My head is now anointed with oil from thy table 
longing to show love with grace, with Your help I’m able. 

I am born of God and seek to dwell forever with the meek 
to bring such love to others in my call. 

Through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil 
mercy follows me all the days of my life. 

For I know God is love, let us love one another 
God is Love! 

Words and music: Jill Hudson based on Psalm 23 and 1 John 4:7-8. 



 
†   DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Geneva Psalter 

†   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                         Sarah Teja 

     THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                  Rev. Shari Freeman 
 INVITATION TO THE TABLE         Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

     ONE:   The Lord be with you.        ALL:   And also with you. 
     ONE:   Lift up your hearts.        ALL:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
     ONE:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.     ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

     PRAYERS OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER         

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, On 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, As we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

      BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
(The congregation is invited to come forward to receive communion.  
If you prefer to remain seated, an elder will bring communion to you.) 

     SPECIAL MUSIC               “One Bread, One Body” 
Text and Music: John B. Foley. 

     POST COMMUNION PRAYER                    Rev. Shari Freeman 



SENDING 

†  CLOSING HYMN (#467)          “How Great Thou Art” 

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout the universe displayed; 

Refrain 
Then sings my soul, my savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 

(refrain) 

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, He bled and died to take away my sin;  

(refrain) 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation and take me home, what joy shall fill my 
heart! Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! 

(refrain) 
Words: Carl Boberg. Music: Swedish Folk Melody. ©1953 Stuart Hine. 

†  BENEDICTION           Rev. Shari Freeman 

     POSTLUDE      “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” 
     Music: J.S. Bach. Ed: Diane Bish. 

 



Members of the Ordination Commission 
Rev. Alex Rodgers, Moderator, Presbytery Council 

Rev. Dr. Martha Moore-Keish, J.B. Green Professor of Theology, Columbia Theological Seminary 
Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Pastor, Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church 

Beppie Lever, Elder, Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church 
Sarah Teja, Elder, Northminster Presbyterian Church 

Becky Loftis, Elder, St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church 
 

Guests of the Commission 
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor, Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church 

Vernita Herod, Elder, Bridge to Grace Covenant Church 
Susan Shaw, Elder, Bridge to Grace Covenant Church 

 
Music Leadership 

Jill Hudson, Music Director 
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician 

Chancel Choir 
 
 

Thank you to Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church staff and congregation for your support 
throughout my seminary and ordination journey. Thank you to the members of the Ordination 

Commission for their participation in this service. After the service, please join us in Fellowship Hall 
for a luncheon hosted by the Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church Fellowship Committee.  

 
 
 

The loose offering collected today is dedicated to the scholarship fund for persons under the care 
of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry for the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta. 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763 



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

June 15 “Colors of Christ: Red”, Matthew 4:18-22, Rev. Shari Freeman 
 
June 22 Los Niños Primero Sunday, Ezekiel 40:1-2, 43:1-5, Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
 
June 24 Taizé, 7pm in the Sanctuary 
 
The June Communion Offering is for the International Women’s House, a shelter for victims of 
human trafficking and abused refugee and immigrant women and their children. For more 
information about the shelter, please go to www.internationalwomenshouse.com.  
 
 
Elder Nominations: It’s that time of year again to nominate church members to serve on the 
Session. Please see the enclosed nomination sheet and place it in the offering plate with your 
suggestion(s). 
 
 
 
Inquirers Lunch: Are you new to MVPC? You are invited to the lunch on Sunday, June 29 in the 
Fellowship Hall after worship to find out where you can get plugged in or have questions about 
what we do here. 

 
 
Mail Delivery: We are experiencing delays in receiving mail. If you send anything to the 
church, please update your records to:  P.O. Box 76051, Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

June 8, 2025 

            Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

    June 1      Multi Colored (Rainbow) 
    June 8      Red 
    June 15    Red 
    June 29   Yellow 

MVPC Announcements…. 

Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

   July 6  Orange 
   July 13 Blue 
   July 20 Pink 
   July 27 Purple 
   August 3 Green 

http://www.internationalwomenshouse.com/


Presbyterian Women: We enjoyed our Bible study and book reviews this year, and we look 
forward to next year. Meanwhile, have a wonderful summer! 

 

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old 
Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30 
a.m. Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Please be an ambassador for our Stephen Ministry within our church and in our 
community! If you know someone who needs extra care and support during a hard time, always 
remember us! We have six well-trained in-house "comforters" who listen non-judgmentally, keep 
confidences, and offer encouragement and resources. Losses of all kinds, transitions, new health 
issues, chronic health issues, dying, divorce, and job loss are among the many problems our past 
recipients have shared with us. Together, we are stronger. Contact Pat Bartee. Stephen Leader. 
or ask a pastor to refer you. 

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Keith & Diane Bumgarner, Jeannie Chettleburgh, Lorry Clark, Mike Damron, 
Gene Elder, Dick Freeman, Sherri Galloway, Malinda Holmes, Melody Minton, Karen Morine, and 
the people of Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy to the family of Carolina Kirby-Smith who died on April 27. Her memorial 
service will be June 28 at St. James Methodist Church. 

Attendance 6/1: 95, Online:   45 

Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update  

 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the Happenings or Good News, 
please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 

As of June 5   Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 290,783   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   29,812                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     2,925  $    26,000 
     Total    $323,520                 $ 586,000 

Dates for your calendar: 

Summer Sermon Series:  June 1 - August 3: Colors of Christ: Exploring Faith in the  
     Stained Glass 

August 3    Healthy Aging Conference “Dementia in the Community  
     Health/Faith and  Inviting Places,” 1:30-4pm 

August 9    Vacation Bible School, “Yee Haw! Celebrating God’s Greatest  
     Gift”, 9am-1pm 


