
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JUNE 29, 2025 • 10:30 AM 
Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. 
Serve. 
 

                       GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 
GATHERING MUSIC          “Sarabande from Cello Suite #2 in D Minor for Viola”         Elias Kim, Viola 

Music: J.S. Bach 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS            Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

 
OPENING PRAYER           

 
† CALL TO WORSHIP 

  ONE: Sing praises to our Lord: 
  ALL: Who heals us and makes us whole. 
  ONE: Sing praises to our Lord, faithful children of God: 
  ALL: Who brings joy to our lives each and every day. 
  ONE: Sing praises to our Lord, faithful children of God; 
  ALL: God’s peace resides in our hearts. Let us worship God! 

 

† OPENING HYMN (see insert)     “I Surrender All”    

“The shell reminds 
me of the Koru, a 
Maori symbol that 
signifies new life. 
It is based on the 
fiddlehead of the 
silver fern (a New 
Zealand 
emblem).” 
Dale Morine 



† PRAYER OF CONFESSION                  Rev. Shari Freeman 
God of Grace and Goodness, your mercy comes to us in ways that continually surprise us. You 
choose us over and over again, healing our woundedness, cleansing our sin, and making us 
whole in you. Such acts of abundant grace cause us to examine our own hearts. Unlike you, we 
often place conditions on the love and care we extend to others. We too often turn our backs on 
people who are not like us, choosing to only help those whom we deem worthy.  
 
Forgive us, O God, when we deprive others of the love we owe them as people unconditionally 
loved by you. Help us to see people with Jesus' eyes and to be moved by his compassion so that 
we become active and fearless bearers of healing and mercy. Empower us with your Spirit and 
remind us that nothing can separate us, or others, from your love as we experience it in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and our Savior … (silent confession) … Amen. 

 
† ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE            “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 

    RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS             Rev. Shari Freeman 

(Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one 

another.) 

 

                                    THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                       Rev. Abernethy 

    SCRIPTURE                     Matthew 8:1-4, 14-17 

    HOMILY           “The Colors of Christ: Yellow” 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you; I want to see you; (2x) 

To see you high and lifted up,  
Shining in the light of your glory. 

Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.” 
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. 

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you. 
Text and Music: Paul Baloche. ©1997 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. 

A little history:  
On May 1, 1972, 
the Willet 
Stained Glass 
Studios of 
Philadelphia, PA 
was chosen to 
design and make 
our windows. 
Their symbol can 
be found by the 
Mount Vernon  
far entrance into 
the Sanctuary. 



 

RESPONSE 

†    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
     SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM           Travis Block 

 
     PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER               Rev. Shari Freeman 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

    OFFERTORY     “Waltz in E Major”          Elias Kim, Piano 
      Op. posthumous (1829)       Music: Frederic Chopin 

†  DOXOLOGY                    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken. Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter. 

†  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                     Joey Noszek 



 

SENDING 

†  CLOSING HYMN (see insert)  “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” 

†  BENEDICTION            Rev. Abernethy 

    POSTLUDE              “O Worship the King“    
arr. Marvin Gaspard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in joining MVP Church, 

go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a little gift. 

See the two yellow pieces below all of the blue. “For me it 
feels like peace from all the other colors … a small shining 

light in the calming water”. 
Carrie Southard 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #2404763 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care 
Jill Hudson, Music Director 

Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician 



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

July 6 “The Colors of Christ: Orange”, Matthew 5:14-16, Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

July 13 “The Colors of Christ: Blue”, Numbers 15:37-41, Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

Church Office will be closed Friday, July 4 and Monday, July 7. 
 
 
Inquirers Lunch: Are you new to MVPC? You are invited to a lunch TODAY Sunday, June 29 in the 
Session Room after worship to ask questions about what we do here or to find out where you can 
get plugged in. 

VBS 2025: YeeHaw! Please sign up your children, grandchildren, neighbors, and 
friends. They will roundup on Saturday, August 9 from 9:30am-1:00pm. For easy 
registration, scan this QR code! 
 
The June Communion Offering is for the International Women’s House, a shelter for victims of 
human trafficking and abused refugee and immigrant women and their children. For more 
information about the shelter, please go to www.internationalwomenshouse.com.  
 
 

Elder Nominations: Today is the last day to submit your Elder recommendations. Please place 
them in the offering plate. 
 
 

Flowers today are in honor of Keith & Diane Bumgarner’s 50th wedding 
anniversary! 

June 29, 2025 

            Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

    June 1      Multi Colored (Rainbow) 
    June 8      Red 
    June 15    Red 
    June 29   Yellow 

MVPC Announcements…. 

Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

   July 6  Orange 
   July 13 Blue 
   July 20 Pink 
   July 27 Purple 
   August 3 Green 

http://www.internationalwomenshouse.com/


Presbyterian Women: We enjoyed our Bible study and book reviews this year, and we look 
forward to next year. Meanwhile, have a wonderful summer! 

 

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old 
Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30 
a.m. Contact Rev. Shari Freeman for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministers are light bearers. We see that as our mission, to "lighten" 
your burden of sorrow, loneliness, dismay, or depression by giving you the opportunity to freely 
speak about the issue without judgment, to help you clarify your issues, to offer spiritual comfort 
and pray with you, and to educate you about resources of which you are unaware. Contact Pat 
Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a pastor to get connected. 

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Lorry Clark, Mike Damron, Sherri Galloway, Jeanne Gilliland, Malinda Holmes, 
Megan Kendall, Melody Minton, Karen Morine, Ed & Carolyn Spain, Don Travis, and the people of 
Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy for the family of Gene Elder who died on June 22. A service is pending. 
Christian Sympathy for the family of Jeannie Chettleburgh who died on June 25. Service will be 
next week in South Bend, IN. 

Attendance 6/22: Sanctuary: 294  Online: 23 

Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update  
As of June 26   Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 307,360   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   31,665                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     3,629  $    26,000 
     Total    $342,654                 $ 586,000 
 

Special Offerings: 
Los Niños Sunday  $   1,169 
Pentecost   $      266 
Shari’s Ordination  $574.50 

Dates for your calendar: 

Summer Sermon Series:  June 1 - August 3: Colors of Christ: Exploring Faith in the  
     Stained Glass 

August 3    Healthy Aging Conference “Dementia in the Community  
     Health/Faith and Inviting Places,” 1:30-4pm 

August 9    Vacation Bible School, “Yee Haw! Celebrating God’s Greatest  
     Gift”, 9am-1pm 






