
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
TRINITY SUNDAY 
JUNE 15, 2025 • 10:30 AM 

Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 

† For those who are able, please stand. 

In her 
reflection on 
the stained 
glass, Pat Davis 
wrote that the 
small red boat 
in the Mount 
Vernon 
transept 
reminds her of 
the various 
stories of Jesus 
and the 
disciples on the 
Sea of Galilee. 
It is one of her 
favorite places 
to get focused.  

   GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC              “Step by Step”           Rev. Jonathan Freeman 

   O God, You are my God 
   And I will ever praise You 
   O God, You are my God 

   And I will ever praise You 
   I will seek You in the morning 

   And I will learn to walk in Your ways 
   And step by step You'll lead me 

   And I will follow You all of my days 
Words & Music:  David Strasser. ©1991 Kid Brothers of St. Frank Publishing 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

OPENING PRAYER 

† CALL TO WORSHIP 
  ONE: Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 
  ALL: Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 

  ONE: Today, let us climb aboard the sailboat, 
  ALL: And welcome the winds of the Holy Spirit to lead us! 

  ONE: The spirit inspires us to ask, “Where is God leading us?” 
  ALL: Let us celebrate the joy found in the journey of discipleship. Let us worship God! 

† OPENING HYMN (#293)            “This is My Father’s World”  

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought. 

This is my Father’s world: Oh, let me ne’er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world: The battle is not done: 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, And earth and heaven be one. 

Text: Maltbie Babcock. Music: John Franklin Sheppard. ©1990 Westminster/John Knox Press. 



†  PRAYER OF REFLECTION ON FATHER’S DAY            Rev. Abernethy 
Holy God, on this day that we celebrate our fathers and father figures, we give thanks for both 
their perfections and imperfections. We rejoice for the figures who supported, coached, grilled, 
played, and sat with us. We acknowledge the Dads who we called teacher, mentor, leader, and 
comforter. We relish (and for some of us, miss) the jokes, the quiet demeanor, or the way in 
which they were the first to rise and the last to bed.  
 
On this day, we also grieve that some never met their dad, never had that figure, or lament that 
he was the one who let them down. While we, the community of faith, cannot replace that void, 
let us also live out the baptismal call to raise one another in the faith. To be Christlike. To pray 
for one another, support one another, cry with one another.  
 
Lead us, Almighty God, to display your fullness. Lead us to show others and one another how 
you are the: 
 
Shepherd 
Carpenter 
Head and Host of the Table 
 
And as we find color, this day, from your boat, how you are the Captain of our ship. Calm the 
waves of our hearts and help us to see that light found through you. For it is from you that we 
see holiness and wholeness … (silent confession) … Amen. 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE                “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and Music: Paul Baloche. ©1997 Integrity’s Hosanna!Music. 

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT              Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer. 
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you; I want to see you; (2x) 

To see you high and lifted up,  
Shining in the light of your glory. 

Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.” 
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. 

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you. 



Reflection on the 
stained glass: 
The colors are so 
vivid, running 
into each other, 
colliding in a 
way that causes 
me to be still. I 
see a boat 
traveling over 
waves of color.  

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT              Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer. Afterwards 
the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

  THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        Rev. Shari Freeman 

    SCRIPTURE              Matthew 4:18-22 

    HOMILY               “Colors of Christ: Red” 

 RESPONSE 

†  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Confession of 1967; Inclusive Language, 9.37 and 9.38) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    OFFERTORY      “The Holy City”    Nathan Abernethy 
Text: F.E. Weatherly. Music: Stephen Adams.   

†  DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Geneva Psalter 

†  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                 Jim Loth 

    THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER             Rev. Abernethy 
 INVITATION TO THE TABLE                    Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                    Rev. Shari Freeman 

     ONE:   The Lord be with you.        ALL:   And also with you. 
     ONE:   Lift up your hearts.        ALL:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
     ONE:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.     ALL:    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The church disperses to serve God wherever its members are, at work or play, in private or in the 
life of society. Their prayer and Bible study are part of the church’s worship and theological 
reflection. Their witness is the church’s evangelism. Their daily action in the world is the church 
in mission to the world. The quality of their relation with other persons is the measure of the 
church’s fidelity.  

Each member is the church in the world, endowed by the Spirit with some gift of ministry and is 
responsible for the integrity of his or her witness in each particular situation. Each member is 
entitled to the guidance and support of the Christian community and is subject to its advice and 
correction. In turn, each member, in her or his own competence, helps to guide the church. 



     PRAYERS OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER         

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, As we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

      BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
(The congregation is invited to come forward to receive communion.  
If you prefer to remain seated, an elder will bring communion to you.) 

     POST COMMUNION PRAYER            

                    SENDING 

†  CLOSING HYMN (see insert)          “The Summons” 

†  BENEDICTION                 Rev. Shari Freeman 

     POSTLUDE              “Voluntary on VRUECHTEN”      

arr. Brenda Portman. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in joining MVP Church, 
go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a little gift. 

This hymn was 
written by John 
Lamberton Bell, a 
Scottish hymn 
writer, Church of 
Scotland minister, 
and member of the 
Iona Community.  

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Shari Freeman, Associate Pastor of Spiritual Care 

Jill Hudson, Music Director 
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician 



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

June 22 Los Niños Primero Sunday, Ezekiel 40:1-2, 43:1-5, Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

June 24 Taizé, 7pm in the Sanctuary 

June 29 “The Colors of Christ: Yellow”, Matthew 8:1-4, 14-17, Rev. Barrett Abernethy 
 
 
 
Stay after church TODAY and join us in Gailey Hall to make sandwiches for Clifton Ministries. 
 
 
The June Communion Offering is for the International Women’s House, a shelter for victims of 
human trafficking and abused refugee and immigrant women and their children. For more 
information about the shelter, please go to www.internationalwomenshouse.com.  
 
 
Elder Nominations: It’s that time of year again to nominate church members to serve on the 
Session. Please see the enclosed nomination sheet and place it in the offering plate with your 
suggestion(s). 
 
Inquirers Lunch: Are you new to MVPC? You are invited to a lunch on Sunday, June 29 in the 
Fellowship Hall after worship to ask questions about what we do here or to find out where you 
can get plugged in. 

 

Mail Delivery: We are experiencing delays in receiving mail. If you send anything to the church, 
please update your records to:  P.O. Box 76051, Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

June 15, 2025 

            Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

    June 1      Multi Colored (Rainbow) 
    June 8      Red 
    June 15    Red 
    June 29   Yellow 

MVPC Announcements…. 

Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

   July 6  Orange 
   July 13 Blue 
   July 20 Pink 
   July 27 Purple 
   August 3 Green 

http://www.internationalwomenshouse.com/


Presbyterian Women: We enjoyed our Bible study and book reviews this year, and we look 
forward to next year. Meanwhile, have a wonderful summer! 

 

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old 
Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30 
a.m. Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: Please be an ambassador for our Stephen Ministry within our church and in our 
community! If you know someone who needs extra care and support during a hard time, always 
remember us! We have six well-trained in-house "comforters" who listen non-judgmentally, keep 
confidences, and offer encouragement and resources. Losses of all kinds, transitions, new health 
issues, chronic health issues, dying, divorce, and job loss are among the many problems our past 
recipients have shared with us. Together, we are stronger. Contact Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, 
or ask a pastor to refer you. 

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Keith & Diane Bumgarner, Jeannie Chettleburgh, Lorry Clark, Mike Damron, 
Gene Elder, Dick Freeman, Sherri Galloway, Malinda Holmes, Melody Minton, Karen Morine, and 
the people of Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy to the family of Carolina Kirby-Smith who died on April 27. Her memorial 
service will be June 28 at St. James Methodist Church. 

Attendance 6/8: Sanctuary: 124  Online: 17 

Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update  

 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the Happenings or Good News, 
please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 

As of June 12   Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 300,606   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   30,565                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     2,925  $    26,000 
     Total    $334,096                 $ 586,000 

Dates for your calendar: 

Summer Sermon Series:  June 1 - August 3: Colors of Christ: Exploring Faith in the  
     Stained Glass 

August 3    Healthy Aging Conference “Dementia in the Community  
     Health/Faith and Inviting Places,” 1:30-4pm 

August 9    Vacation Bible School, “Yee Haw! Celebrating God’s Greatest  
     Gift”, 9am-1pm 



Ken Mead reflects on the  

Beginnings and Success of  

Los Niños Primero 

As Los Niños Primero gears up for a 25th year of our summer program for 
Latino kids, Ken looks back with pride and to the future with hope. Ken’s 
late wife, Martha Barrios Mead, and Maritza Morelli is the dynamic duo 
who conceived, structured, and developed this organization. Maritza 
continues to build and drive this program forward. Through its delivered 
promise, LNP has helped change the lives of many kids, families, and 
community sponsors. 

How long have you worked with Los Niños Primero? 
Back in 1999, when the church was looking for a mission that would help the growing Latino Community in 
Sandy Springs, Martha was also looking for a way to engage with this community – especially the children (she 
was a Spanish Speaking Speech/Language specialist with elementary school kids in Cobb County Schools).  
Maritza Morelli was working as the Latino liaison for Fulton County Schools.  Serendipity (or divine intervention) 
brought Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church, Maritza Morelli, and Martha together to see what might be done.  
Martha and I were married in 1974, and I became aware of – and a supporter of – this vision as it was conceived. 

How have you been involved in LNP? 
I am retired now, but I’ve served as Los Niños Primero’s Treasurer, served on the Board as a Board Member and 
Board Chair. I’ve had the privilege of serving on the strategic planning committee in the past.  Now, I work with 
Los Niños Primero on their Advisory Council and am a member of the Martha Barrios Mead Scholarship 
Committee, which is in its 5th year. 

Every year, I am a sponsor of the annual Los Niños Primero Gala. 

My time with Los Niños Primero is focused on the activities, strategies, and objectives of the committees on which 
I serve.  Frankly, it doesn’t require a lot of time.  The Scholarship Committee is busy from January through June.  
Advisory Council is a year-round focus on strategy and fundraising but only meets twice or three times a year. 

Why do you like working with LNP? 
Oh, my.  Can I say “everyone”?  Maritza Morelli is a Godsend to this mission.  Her vision, energy, commitment, and 
unmatched management style exceed anything I experienced in my commercial career.  Her staff is justifiably 
dedicated and mission focused.  Our Summer program teachers come back year after year to be a part of this 
amazing teaching/learning/celebrating experience.  Donors understand where their contributions go, and the 
quarterly reports about progress, financials, and successes are confirming.   

How can others get involved?  
There are so many ways to get involved.  My recommendation would be to visit our summer program in action.  
Take a tour.  Feel the energy.  Talk to the teachers and soak in the vibe that is carrying generations of our Latino 
families forward. 

Connect with Maritza Morelli (Executive Director), Ashley Lewman (Development Director), Lizbeth Zamora 
(Youth Director).  If you need contact information for any of these people – or any others – I am happy and 
anxious to share. 




