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Learning your story — both individually
and collectively — has been one of the
overarching themes of my tenure. The
collective story was told during Covid as
the church sat and patiently waited. We
had to look to the past to find hope
during a present filled with uncertainty.
Once we returned to the sanctuary, we
retold this story to one another and it
helped us define and redefine our mission
statement and how our call to be a
church Reaching Out To... Welcome.
Worship. Share. Serve. connects us with
who we have been and whom we are
called to be. We relived it as we
chronicled our story of faith turning 70
this past year. Learning the collective
story inspires hope because not only does
it celebrate all the ways God has moved
through a church it also celebrates how
God can still move through a church.
When you know your story, you do not
have to reinvent the wheel, because the
story invites you to see what is possible
through the gifts present within the body
of Christ at that particular time. It leads us
to orient the wheel toward resurrectional
hope!

The more pastoral side is learning the
individual story. This truth moves like the
Holy Spirit in the form of visits to one’s

moments, no matter how light or
serious, reveal who you are and how
your story weaves itself into the larger
church story. This is critical for a pastor
to learn as we are like people who
start reading a book in the middle of
the story. We come into a church’s life
and learning your story prior to our
arrival helps us understand how to
guide, preach, and lead the church
with grace and hope while living out
our theological convictions. It also
helps us know who is related to who!

As we continue this journey, | look
forward to learning more of that story.
You may think after nearly six full
years what is there left for me to learn,
but that is just it, the story of a church,
like the story of our faith, is always
unfolding. | look forward to further
lessons from you that will collectively
inspire us to live out our mission and to
share the love of Christ both within
and beyond the church walls. For so
often what | have found is where God
is in the past can inspire us to see
where God will be in the future.

Grace and Peace,

Barrett
home, Session retreats, coffee dates, and
walking with you in times when mortality
and vulnerability are present. These
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OUTREACH

Our March Communion Offering was for the Columbia Theological Seminary Student Food Pantry. Shari and Beppie
delivered the offering and worked with students and faculty/staff to unload and restock the pantry.

We received a thank you from Dr. Kathryn Threadgill, VP and Dean of Student Formation and Campus Culture:
Greetings and good morning to you. | pray you are doing well as you prepare for Holy Week upon us. | am grateful to
Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church for your generosity and care for the Columbia Seminary community. Your efforts to
embrace and help students in this important season of their lives means more than you all will know. | am so grateful
for my time together with you all in worship the other month, and look forward to our ongoing partnership and
ministry together. Please know that we stand ready to greet you next Tuesday and help in whatever ways we can. |
am grateful for your ministry among us, and look forward to celebrating your installment into your role there. |
continue to pray for you and all of the wonderful people of Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church. Please give them all our
deepest gratitude and thanks for this incredible gift they are sharing with our CTS students. It means more than you
all will ever know, and we are delighted to meet you next week.

Three families (four adults and seven children) were served March 9-16 for our final hosting of Family Promise. Carol
and Christy organized and sorted supplies and identified outreach partners for acceptance (Clifton, CAC, Stirred Up,
International Women's House, and Georgia Foster Care). Items to be donated include bedding, kitchen & home
supplies. Leftover gift cards will be given to Family Promise. Christy and Carol delivered IWH donations on April 14.
Carol reported they had two SUV loads and the staff at IWH was thrilled beyond words. Specific items donated to
IWH included sheets, comforters, blankets, towels, kitchen supplies, lamps, a microwave, toaster, ironing board and

iron.



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Thank you to all the MVYPC members who donate their time
and energy to benefit our community and our world! The
Outreach Ministry Team “spotlights” our members to share
their volunteer experiences and the many opportunities
available. If you know of someone who should be
spotlighted, please contact Braegan, Mike or Christy.

Tim and Carrie Southard
Stirred Up Ministries

Carrie and | have been involved in Stirred Up Ministries for nearly as long as we've been members of MVPC (we
joined in 1993). What started as a weekend church volunteering opportunity helping build a home in south Atlanta
(now Stirred Up's home office) turned into a lifelong friendship with Darrell Jones, the founder of Stirred Up. Carrie
and | started to support Stirred Up as part of our annual giving, and then | convinced my mother to help support the
organization as well. Before long, Darrell met my parents, and now they are life-long friends as well. To say that

Darrell has an infectious personality is an understatement!

Darrell is first and foremost a believer in God and a disciple of Jesus Christ. He has translated his love of Christ into a
spirit-filled purpose to help underpriviliged children, primarily those living in the East Lake areq, but truly anywhere
he sees a need. He is fearless in the Lord on behalf of “his” children. Whether those children need food or shelter, or

whether their parents or the school system is failing them, Darrell and Stirred Up Ministries find a way to help.

A basketball player and all-around athlete growing up, Darrell has incorporated sports
into many of Stirred Up's ministries, including a summer camp that MVPC helps to
support. He also provides Thanksgiving meals to dozens of families that MVPC also
supports with a “Stuff the Bus” food drive. Darrell understands that education is one of
the keys to escaping poverty, and he strives to provide area children with educational
opportunities, including college counseling. He has many success stories that he is

happy to share.

My family is blessed to know Darrell. He is an inspiration to all of us fortunate enough to

know him.




GIFT OF WISDOM

Perfection in Peace

You fly thru the clouds,
on a wing and a prayer,
the symbol of faith,
each feather precisely piercing the air.

Each color of the rainbow
Bow below your climb,
with reverence to your appearance at the most
significant of times,

In search of land for creation to survive.

Attending your son’s baptism, the joy found in His

choice, stating your pride.

To His freeing the captured doves from the cruelty and

greed of cages.

You now represent peace thru the ages.

The promise of the resurrection has fulfilled the wing

and the prayer, as you
glide thru the floral Spring, piercing the air.

Poem: Dee Bradford-Smith
Artwork: Donna Martin



PRESBYTERIANS FOR A BETTER GA

Presbyterians for a Better Georgia
2025 Lobby Day on March 11, 2025

Please speak up today to oppose HB 61 which proposes
summary ejectment of people living in extended stay
hotels utilizing law enforcement, with no notice or due
process, and removes the protections provided in the

Georgia Supreme Court Neason v. Efficiency Lodge case.

The new version also seeks to change the carefully

negotiated squatters bill from 2024, that became law in

July, and eliminates any due process to a person who is a
victim of a squatting scam and has been paying rent to
someone who has defrauded them.

David Hill, Penny Kiel, Mary Lea Woods, and Pat Bartee

went to downtown Atlanta to participate.

On April 28, MVPC members joined with
Los Ninos Primero Executive Director,
Maritza Morelli and State Representative,
District 52, Shea Roberts (front row,
second from right) to discuss ways to
support the Latino community in Sandy

Springs.




Easter is the only holiday ¥
where putting all your eggs
in one basket is
encouraged.

Senior Adults
at Arabia Mountain

Columbia Seminary Food Pantry

Before & After
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MAY EVENTS
Outdoor Service
5/11

Men'’s Breakfast
5/18

Lunch Bunch
MEN'S

BREAKFAST 5/4 & 5/25

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
5/26

BANCTUARY

What do you call ten rabbits

Photos courtesy of: Barrett Abernethy, Braegan Abernethy, Beppie Lever, marching backwards?

Shari Freeman, Dee Bradford-Smith, Christie Hill, Donna Martin A receding hare-line

(Please send any pictures of your events to debbie@mvpchurch.org)







