
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
JUNE 1, 2025 • 10:30 AM 

Reaching Out to … Welcome. Worship. Share. Serve. 

† For those who are able, please stand. 

             GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GATHERING MUSIC            “Revelation Song”           Rev. Jonathan Freeman 
      Holy Holy Holy is the Lord God Almighty 

   Who was and is and is to come 
      With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings 

    You are my everything and I will adore You 
Words & Music: Jennie Lee Riddle 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

OPENING PRAYER 

† CALL TO WORSHIP 
  ONE: The colored light that fills our sanctuary invites us to see the transforming power of God. 
  ALL: The colors shift with the sun, revealing new symbols and shades. 

  ONE: In their variety and diversity, these colors proclaim space and welcome for all. 
  ALL: Every color of the rainbow finds a home here. 

  ONE: That rainbow, seen again and again in the sky, is evidence of God’s covenant with us. 
  ALL: God covenants to support life and work with us through difficult times. 

  ONE: In each color we will find echoes of this covenant. 
  ALL: Let us worship God! 

† OPENING HYMN (#268)   “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”  

In the margins you 
will read some of the 
reflections you and 
your fellow church 
members offered. 

Text: Catherine Cameron. Music: William Moore. ©1967 Hope Publishing Co. 

God, who stretched the spangled heavens infinite in time and place, 
Flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space: 
We, Your children in Your likeness, share inventive powers with You; 

Great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do. 

We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race; 
Known the ecstasy of winging through untraveled realms of space; 

Probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined power, 
Facing us with life’s destruction or our most triumphant hour. 

As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew: 
Children of creative purpose, serving others, honoring You. 

May our dreams prove rich with promise, each endeavor well begun; 
Great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and Yours are one. 

Each and every 
color God has 
created is 
beautiful. Sophie 
thinks of 
rainbows. 

Htet Nyunt 



†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                Shari Freeman 
God of Grace and Forgiveness, our need for confession and forgiveness is apparent in your 
rainbow. From the beginning, there were enough hurtful actions committed by humans for you, 
God, to consider flooding the earth entirely. Noah’s family and the animals on the ark would be 
the righteous restart that the world needed. But, after the flood, humans continued to act 
hurtfully toward one another. There was no truly righteous human. We acknowledge and 
confess our own guilt in acting hurtfully, even when we think we are the most righteous. We are 
thankful that you, God of Grace and Forgiveness, established a new type of covenant with 
those who act hurtfully: a covenant that does not destroy, but builds up; a covenant that does 
not ignore, but invites in; a covenant that does not hold grudges, but confesses and forgives. 
Help us to live into the covenantal life you create with us … (silent confession) … Amen. 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 ONE:  ...In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL:      Thanks be to God. 

†  RESPONSE (see insert)             “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and Music: Paul Baloche. ©1997 Integrity’s Hosanna!Music. 

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT              Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer. 
Afterwards the children are invited to Children’s Church in the Chapel.) 

†  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

           THE WORD 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                          Rev. Abernethy 

    SCRIPTURE                    Genesis 9:7-17 

    HOMILY               “Colors of Christ: Rainbow” 
Cross, rainbow, 
snake & apple, joy, 
peace, Old 
Testament, New 
Testament. God’s 
master plan for 
mankind. 

Anonymous 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you; I want to see you; 

To see you high and lifted up,  
Shining in the light of your glory. 

Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.” 
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. 

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you. 



 RESPONSE 

†    THE NICENE CREED 

      OFFERTORY         “Consecration” 
Cathy Schreiber, soloist 

Music: John Ness Beck. arr. Craig Courtney.  

†   DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Geneva Psalter 

†   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                     Kathy Havey 

     THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER             Rev. Abernethy 
 INVITATION TO THE TABLE                    Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                Shari Freeman 

     ONE:   The Lord be with you.        ALL:   And also with you. 
     ONE:   Lift up your hearts.        ALL:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
     ONE:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.     ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father (and 
the Son), who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
though the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



     PRAYERS OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER         

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, As we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

     BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
(The congregation is invited to come forward to receive communion.  
If you prefer to remain seated, an elder will bring communion to you.) 

     SPECIAL MUSIC                   “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”           Cathy Schreiber, Soloist 
arr. Harry T. Burleigh 

     POST COMMUNION PRAYER            

      SENDING 

†  CLOSING HYMN (see insert)          “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 

†  BENEDICTION                      Rev. Abernethy 

†   FIRE DRILL 

     POSTLUDE    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in joining MVP Church, 

go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a little gift. 

We are located at: 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE 

Sandy Springs, GA  30328 

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

mvpchurch.org | CCLI License #: 2404763 

I see order in 
the windows. It 
speaks to the 
order of 
creation, 
rainbows and 
all of the days 
God gave us - 
earth and life. 
Gloria Gillespie 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 
Shari Freeman, Director of Spiritual Care 

Jill Hudson, Music Director 
Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Contemporary Musician 



Welcome!  We are glad to worship with you today! 

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at 404.255.2211, or 
speak with one of our pastors after the service. Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you 
greet your neighbor.  

Upcoming Services/Events:  

Worship 
10:30-11:30am 

June 8 Ordination of Shari Freeman, 10:30am; Luncheon to follow in Fellowship Hall 
 
June 15 “Colors of Christ: Red”, Matthew 4:18-22, Rev. Shari Freeman 
 
 
 
The June Communion Offering is for the International Women’s House, a shelter for victims of 
human trafficking and abused refugee and immigrant women and their children. For more 
information about the shelter, please go to www.internationalwomenshouse.com.  
 
Baby Shower: Presbyterian Women and Circle of Grace invite all church members to join us for 
lunch after church on June 1 at 11:45 in the Kirk Center to celebrate Christina and Isaac, who are 
having a baby girl this summer. Their friends and families have already provided everything on 
their registry, but a gift card to Amazon, Target, Publix or a casserole for their freezer would be 
most welcome. Please RSVP by May 28 to debbie@mvpchurch.org or at https://evite.me/
Y5Se4aHT1y  
 
Elder Nominations: It’s that time of year again to nominate church members to serve on the 
Session. Please see the enclosed nomination sheet and place it in the offering plate with your 
suggestion(s). 
 
 
Mail Delivery: We are experiencing delays in receiving mail. If you send anything to the 
church, please update your records to:  P.O. Box 76051, Sandy Springs, GA  30358 

June 1, 2025 

            Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

    June 1      Multi Colored (Rainbow) 
    June 8      Red 
    June 15    Red 
    June 29   Yellow 

MVPC Announcements…. 

Colors of Christ 
Wear these colors each Sunday: 

   July 6  Orange 
   July 13 Blue 
   July 20 Pink 
   July 27 Purple 
   August 3 Green 

http://www.internationalwomenshouse.com/
mailto:debbie@mvpchurch.org
https://evite.me/Y5Se4aHT1y
https://evite.me/Y5Se4aHT1y


 
Presbyterian Women: We enjoyed our Bible study and book reviews this year, and we look 
forward to next year. Meanwhile, have a wonderful summer! 

 

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the curriculum “The Present 
Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Understanding the Old 
Testament”, Prof. Robert D. Miller, The Catholic University of America. Both classes meet at 9:30 
a.m. Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information. 

Stephen Ministry: There are six well-trained, compassionate, and knowledgeable Stephen 
Ministers available to listen, comfort, and encourage you and to help you clarify goals moving 
forward. They are involved in continuing education to be able to meet needs. Please utilize them 
for times of lengthy illness, new diagnoses, grief, losses and life changes of any kind, transitions, 
and whatever keeps you awake at night in turmoil. Contact Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, or a 
pastor to get started. 

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your requests to 
barbara@babrooks.com or call her at 404.422.5175. 

Prayer Concerns: Bob Addison, Keith & Diane Bumgarner, Jeannie Chettleburgh, Lorry Clark, 
Mike Damron, Gene Elder, Dick Freeman, Sherri Galloway, Malinda Holmes, Melody Minton, 
Karen Morine, and the people of Clifton Sanctuary, Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Zambia. 

Christian Sympathy to the family of Carolina Kirby-Smith who died on April 27. Her memorial 
service will be June 28 at St. James Methodist Church. 

Attendance 5/25: 73, Online:   46 

Giving 
Make sure to follow us 
on social media to stay 

up to date! 

Financial Update  

 

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the Happenings or Good News, 
please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org 

As of May 29   Actual YTD             2025 Budget 
Pledge Member Giving   $ 287,073   $500,000 
Member Giving Non-Pledge $   29,612                 $   60,000 
Non-Member Giving &  
 Loose Offering  $     2,826  $    26,000 
     Total    $319,511                 $ 586,000 

Dates for your calendar: 

Summer Sermon Series:  June 1 - August 3: Colors of Christ: Exploring Faith in the 
     Stained Glass 

June 22     Los Niños Primero Sunday, 10:30am 







 
Fire Emergency 

 
• In the event of a fire emergency, an usher or staff member will coordinate with the security 

officer to call 911. There are additional systems in place that will automatically alert the near-
est fire department if a fire alarm is activated on the church grounds  

 
• If the fire alarm sounds or, if you see flames or smoke, locate the nearest exit (or follow lead-

ership instructions) and leave immediately. Never use the elevator during a fire emergency.  
(Note: Exit maps are posted throughout the building.) 

 
• Take note of those near you who may need assistance (those with walkers, canes, or wheel-

chairs or someone who may need medical assistance). 
 
• During a fire emergency, it is important to account for everyone. To do this please move to the 

front of Gailey Hall and look for people who were seated near you in church. Inform an usher 
or staff member if you are missing someone. Under no circumstances should anyone re-enter 
the building. 

 
• If smoke becomes a problem at Gailey Hall, you will be directed by church staff or leadership 

to move to a new location. 
 
• Do not attempt to leave the premises or move your vehicle since this could interfere with arri-

val and placement of emergency equipment. 
 
• Church staff or leadership will keep you informed as to next steps.    

 


