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but before you can get there, you have to
be comfortable with who we are as a
community. If you are not then those
young families with kids that come
“church shopping” will be turned off by
the gray hair they see, but by the
inauthentic way we are trying to reach
them.

That's why this lesson is: Be the
congregation you are. When MVPC, or
any church for that matter, is at its best -
meaning it is spiritually aligned as a
community - it knows who it is and how
God has called it to proclaim and serve. At
one point in our church’s life we were the
church “Blessed to be a blessing.” Clearly
that resonated with several of you. | still
hear that mantra in prayers of
thanksgiving and how some of you
identify our church. Now we are the
church “Reaching Out To... Welcome.
Worship. Share. Serve.” We embody this
mantra in so many ways. Whenever | talk
to people - whether they be visitors or
Presbytery guests - the first thing they
often say is how welcoming we are.
Because you are comfortable with who
you are, you draw people in, and that
leads them to want to worship, share, and
serve right alongside you! They want to
know more about God and how God
moves through you as a community of
faith. You give them that opportunity by
the hopefulness you exude.

Here is an example of that
hopefulness at work: This past
December we held a children’s
Christmas pageant during worship.
The genesis of this pageant began
about a year ago when my daughter
yelled from the backseat, “Let’s do a
Christmas pageant, Daddy!” As |
drove, it dawned on me how perfect
her idea was - we now have the critical
mass of children at the right age to
pull off a pageant. And we did it!
Friends, we didn’t have the children a
few years ago to put together
something like that. My daughter’s
idea became reality because you have
embraced who you are and by doing
that, you have invited others in, and
that hope transcends generational
divides because everyone, no matter
their age or life experience, is looking
for belonging.

| know some of you worry about the
future of the church. That we are
dying out. | worry about that too, but |
worry more about the church not
being who it is called to be. | believe to
be that hopeful church that reaches
out to people in the heart of Sandy
Springs, on Tuesday evenings this
month you can find me doing my job
at Mount Vernon Towers. | will be
there, because, like you, | want to see
more children’s Christmas pageants.

Keep being you, MVPC. God’s
working through you.

Barrett
Jan - December 2024 Actual YTD 2024 Budget
Member Giving Pledge $539,080 $509,000
Member Giving Non-
$60,738 $60,000
Pledge
Loose Offerings $23,050 $9,000
Total YTD $622,868 $578,000
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