MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

OCTOBER 2023

A Letter From
The Pastor

BY REV. BARRETT ABERNETHY
& CHARLIE GRAY

Dear Mount Vernon Family,

Recently, the Session approved a
new tagline for the church. Over
the past month you have seen it at
the top of the church bulletin in
bold red letters.

Reaching Out To ... Welcome.

Worship. Share. Serve.

As we come to you this
Stewardship Season, we come with
gladness and excitement in our
heart. Looking back, we cannot
help but express our gratitude to
you. Next year, 2024, will mark the
70th anniversary of Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Church. Through the
foundation we find in Christ Jesus,
we still witness the work that has

been done by the saints who came
before, the saints currently present,
and through God’s work we look
forward to welcoming the saints who
will come.

In the Bible, the number 70 is
often associated with fulfillment.
Psalm 90 refers to 70 years as the
extent of a human life. Jesus,
meanwhile, tells us to forgive “not
just seven times, but seventy times
seven.” Hence, 70 years can come
with a feeling of completeness, but
we write to you in the spirit of
resurrection, a spirit of newness. A
spirit ready to begin the story of the
next 70 years.

That’s why we wholeheartedly
support the new tagline above. It
embraces the ways in which we see
God at work as we begin what we
believe is a new chapter at Mount
Vernon Presbyterian Church.
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OOD NEWS

s 7

IN THIS ISSUE

Stewardship 2024
Fall Kick-Off
Senior Adults
Connections Tea
Outreach

MVPC Takes a Hike

This & That/
Celebrations

Getting to Know...
Book of Order Changes

Calendar/Birthdays
Session Summary

Prayer Vine




Right now, you are Welcoming an
intergenerational community from
our immediate surroundings and
beyond. This has led to a thriving
Senior Adult ministry and continues

For 70 years, you, Mount
Vernon, have done church the

right way. You have celebrated the

creation of new ministries. You
have cared for one another in

2023 Session Members
&
Ministry Teams

Moderator(s)
Rev. Barrett Abernethy
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

to forge bonds with families and
children in our midst.

Right now, you are Worshipping in
a communally focused fashion,
celebrating the rituals of tradition and
the comforts of casual in a way that
gives a sense of belonging to all who
walk through our doors.

Right now, you are Sharing the love
of Christ in an abundant way. By our
rudimentary math, we estimate more
than 3,000 people consistently utilize
our campus in some way each week.
They come to glorify God so that
relationships can grow, and
communities can thrive.

Right now, you are Serving in ways
large and small. This past year, you
partnered with the Sandy Springs
Education Force on a book sorting
project that ensures public-school

times of sadness. You have grown
together through peaks and
valleys. You continue to love God
and love neighbor. That’s why
reaching out to welcome, worship,
share, and serve is more than just
a tagline. It’s a theology that
embodies who we are as a people
of Christ.

We hope you will be prayerfully
moved to join us for Stewardship
Sunday, October 22 at 10:30am as
we come together to glorify God
in the heart of north Atlanta.

Clerk of Session
David Hill

Christian Education
Mary McClurg
Meg Christian

Congregational Care
Pat Bartee
Htet Nyunt

Peace,

Barrett & Charlie Fellowship

David Barclift

children will have books to call their
own. This has allowed our
intergenerational body a chance to

“Please contact the church office for a
2024 pledge card or pick one up in the

Finance/Administration/
Stewardship
Charlie Gray

serve together no matter age or Narthex. John Hibbard
ability.
Outreach
Beppie Lever
Braegan Abernethy
1A a1 Senior Adults
January2623UguSt ’ Actual YTD 2023 Budget Dee Bradford-Smith
Member Giving Witness
338,699 491,275 :
Pledge $ ¥ We are all witnesses to the
love of Jesus Christ.
Member Giving
$52,152 $60,000
Non- Pledge WOI‘Ship
N ber givi Gloria Gillespie
on member giving .
& Loose offering $4,994 $9,000 Mahnd.a. Holmes
Amy Kiley
Total Received $395,845 $540,275
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SENIOR ADULTS

Movie Matinee
“The Way”
Saturday, September 16

These are just a few Birthday
Cards sent out to 65+ members.
They are created by Donna
Martin with a message inside
by Dee Bradford-Smith.
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Saturday, October 14

Alpharetta
o
Duluth

B fotta
l\}ﬂ e Z
< Y #E4- Lawrences
-

1hr 26 min (87 mi)



CONNECTIONS TEA

‘Thank you to all that brought
Connection Snacks
throughout the year!




OUTREACH

Irene Wong
Ministry & Mission
AMIS

Dep ftment of
Veterans Affairs

—) BUILDING 130 D
SUD DOMICILIARY (SUD Dom)

% BUILDING 131 E
DOMICILIARY CARE FOR
VETERANS (DCHV)




MVPC TAKES A HIKE

An easy hike for all ages!
HIKING WITH THE SAINTS
Monday, October 23 @ 8:30AM

Meet at the church at 8:15am to carpool or join us at Big Trees.

Join us as we walk the trails of Big Trees Forest Preserve at:
7645 Roswell Rd., NE | Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Always in the big woods when you leave familiar ground and step into a new
place there will be ... a little nagging of dread. It is the ancient fear of the
Unknown, and it is your first bond with the wilderness you are going into.

What you are doing is exploring. You are undertaking the first experience, not

of the place but of yourself in that place.
Wendell Berry

We had a great hike at Lost
Corner!




Player Baptism

A note from
long time

member Jack
Bobeng!

Thanks for our
lovely
Connection
Snack
volunteers!
Be sure to sign

up!

We celebrate the baptism

Elaine Frances Player
September 17

“Dear Barrett,

I'm reading over the Good News
that keeps me informed. I
noticed the restaurant ‘La
Madeleine’ which brought back
Jfond memories. I have enclosed a
picture of Barbara and me
having dinner one evening a
very long time ago. I'm doing
OK. I turn 95 on the 30th. I still
wish I was in Dunwoody and
attending church. Say ‘hi’ to all
my old friends.

God Speed Barrett, Jack”
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World
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Church Bulletin Blooper:
"Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7-
8:30pm. Please use the back door.”

Stewardship
Sunday

Oct. 22
Photos courtesy of: Dee Bradford-Smith, Donna Martin,
Beppie Lever, Barrett Abernethy , Isaac Toney-Schmitt

The Fall Issue of
THE MVPC MEMBERS' GIFT OF WISDOM
1s available in the Narthex.






