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CARES FUR Yoy

A Letter From
The Pastor

BY REV. BARRETT ABERNETHY
The Future of Ministry

First off, I want to extend thanks to
all of you for the new stole you
presented me during the August 20
worship service. It was a most
unexpected acknowledgment of my
10 years of ordained ministry and
was a wonderful reminder of how
much I enjoy being a pastor. We
believe in the priesthood of all
believers, and while it is often said
that the pastor is the leader of the
church, what is true is that the
pastor must listen to the people.
Hence, we are disciples to one
another. Just as I serve you, you
serve me.

During that same service, I also
mentioned that unfortunately there
are very few in our denomination
answering the call to serve the
church. In fact, within the incoming
class of my alma mater, Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary,
not one PCUSA student is planning
to enter parish ministry. Recently,
Isaac and I had a long talk about why
that is, and we think there are many
many reasons for this: the
secularization of society, the mistrust
of institutions (church included), the
fact that many professions make
more money than pastors, the
difficulty to maintain work/life
balance, and perhaps the fact that
weekend trips are often difficult
since we work on Sundays.
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As we got past the “Why?” however,
we began to ask, “What can we do
about it?” Which brings us back to
discipleship. We must make space for
people to wonder about ministry, and
this is not just for young people, this is
for all people. Our staff, from Isaac to
Shari, is living proof that discipleship
can help people discern a call to
seminary and church ministry at any
point in their lives. For the church is
where this sense of call is cultivated.
The work to get someone to seminary
and the subsequent call to serve in the
parish begins in the parish itself. We
are a priesthood because you shape
the pastors (or lack thereof) of
tOMOITrow.

To give someone the space, we must
empower them to see how ministry is
carried out. This is important not just
for the church, but society. One of the
things Isaac and I discussed is how
people are neglecting the spiritual side
of their lives and how they lack the
language to confront this void. A
recent Washington Post piece
illustrated this point when the author
confessed that though he has drifted
from the church and considers
himself a “none,” he sees that many
people have a “church sized hole” in
their life.[1]

We can welcome the Holy Spirit

into that hole. The work of the

church is about more than eternal

salvation. Let God handle that.
The work of the church is about
cultivating community in the
name of Christ so we can

celebrate and share the work that

God has done, is doing, and will

do. Be the priesthood, church, and

the church will reward you with
the gift of devoted priests who
love the church.

Peace,
Barrett

[1] Perry Bacon, Jr. “I Left the
Church-and Now Long For a
Church for the Nones,”

Washington Post (August 21, 2023).

January1- July 31, Actual YTD 2023 Budget
2023

Member Giving

Pledge $302,941 $421,275
Member Giving

Non- Pledge $41,710 $60,000

Non member giving
& Loose offering $4,470 $9,000
Total Received $349,121 $540,275

2023 Session Members
&

Ministry Teams

Moderator(s)
Rev. Barrett Abernethy
Rev. [saac Toney-Schmitt

Clerk of Session
David Hill

Christian Education
Mary McClurg
Meg Christian

Congregational Care
Pat Bartee
Htet Nyunt

Fellowship
David Barclift

Finance/Administration/
Stewardship

Charlie Gray

John Hibbard

Outreach
Beppie Lever
Braegan Abernethy

Senior Adults
Dee Bradford-Smith

Witness
We are all witnesses to the
love of Jesus Christ.

Worship

Gloria Gillespie
Malinda Holmes
Amy Kiley




o0
N
=,
N
-
()
O
a5
O
7!
a3
-
=
a®
Z.
O
=
<
=
>

-
1]
an
79
<
L3
—]
Z
-
9.
[—i
[x]
a¥




OUTREACH

Our August Communion
Offering was School
Supplies for Sandy
Springs Education
Force and Stirred Up
Ministries.

At VBS, our “Project with
a Purpose” was bagging
dog and cat food for the

CAC Food Pantry and
making pet toys out of
socks.
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Sandy Springs Education
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