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A Letter From
The Pastor

BY REV. BARRETT ABERNETHY

Summer Worship Plans

The old cliché, “The church is
not the building but the people.”
will truly apply to Mount Vernon
Presbyterian this summer. No
matter if you read this in June or
even July we will likely be
worshipping somewhere besides
our sanctuary. Our long-awaited
HVAC replacement project will
happen this summer in the
sanctuary, and we will draw closer
to God in places like the
Fellowship Hall, the Gym, and (if
the weather is mild) outside on
the courtyard. Though we will not
be in the thin place - a place

where heaven and earth seem ever so
close - that is the sanctuary, I do
hope that this summer you will see
the beauty of other thin places on
our campus. Here is what you can
expect this summer:

June 4

We will begin our worship odyssey
in the Fellowship Hall. This summer,
our sermon series will appropriately
follow the Sermon on the Mount, a
time of worship in a non-sanctuary
setting. For this Sunday, we will read
Matthew 5: 1-12, the Beatitudes. We
will also commission church
members as they serve the mission
field in various ways this summer.
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Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5: 21- July 30 and August 6
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our July Sundays in the Activities 7: 24-29.
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GRADUATING SENIORS

Jack Allen
£ o The Mount Vernon School
b University of North Georgia

Ben Barber
The Marist School
University of North Carolina

Kyle Cumming
The Mount Vernon School
Appalachian State University

Marily Minton
Dunwoody High School
Georgia Tech University

Jack Nelson
Pope High School
Auburn University

Aidan Ray

The Mount Vernon School

University of Georgia

Luke Van Putten
The Mount Vernon School
University of Georgia

Taylor Wade
Whitefield Academy
Georgia Tech University



OUTREACH

The Spring Cleaning Drive-Through Drop-Off Event on April 23 was a huge success!
Isaac coordinated the Young Adults to help with unloading cars and sorting items. We
got items for CAC, Clifton Night Shelter, SSEF, and Stirred-Up Ministries. We had to
request that CAC bring their truck instead of their van because we had so many
donations for them.

Our April Communion Drive resulted in 280 pounds of food and
toiletries for CAC - they were thrilled that we donated exactly what
was on their wish list. Our May Communion Offering is Snacks and
New and Gently Used Sports Equipment for Stirred-Up Ministries,

and June will be for the International Women’s House.

Barrett and Evie attended the ceremony where the CAC Business
Office and Education Center at 1130 Hightower Trail was named the
Tamara Carrera Center, in honor of the Executive Director from
1997-2021 who began that role when CAC was located in our Gailey
Hall.

Isaac, Anna Morine, and David Hill were among the MVPC Members who
attended the Sandy Springs Education Force Volunteer Breakfast. Isaac
also helped out at the Lake Forest ES End of Year Celebration for the SSEF
Reading Buddies Program. All Students at SSEF End of Year Celebrations received books to
read over the summer from the Mini Libraries Program stored in Gailey Hall.




SENIOR ADULTS

Lunch at Tupelo
Honey Restaurant

April 30

10n

Force

Book Sorting for Sandy
Springs Educat




LEARNING ALONG WITH
SHARI FREEMAN

Officially an Inquirer!

On May 25, I met with the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta's Committee on Preparation for
Ministry and was accepted as an inquirer for ordination in the PCUSA. The inquiry phase
is the first step of Presbyterian ordination. It is a time for the Presbytery and myself to
get to know each other and explore my call to serve as a Minister of Word and Sacrament
in the PCUSA. The committee members are ordained pastors and chaplains who are all
members of the Presbytery. The interview went great! First, they asked me to describe
my journey to this point. They asked me about my experience at Mount Vernon and
what I liked about working in congregational ministry. They wanted to know about my
classes at Columbia and which ones I had enjoyed the most. We talked about my
experience as a Chaplain at the Atlanta VA Medical Center last summer and the work I
will do at Presbyterian Village in Austell this summer. The committee was supportive and
encouraging, and I look forward to continuing this ordination journey. [ am very
thankful for all of you at Mount Vernon, as I would not be on this journey without your
support and encouragement.

SEUEE s

Congratulations to the Honorable Wendy Hagenau for
receiving the Pollard Award. This is a lifetime
achievement award from the Bankruptcy Section of the
Atlanta Bar Association! Wendy stepped down recently as
the Chief Judge of the Northern District of Georgia
Bankruptcy Court of the 11th Circuit. She is looking
forward to a well earned retirement next year. Way to go
Wendy!!!




WORSHIP

Summer at MVPC

Join us for casual worship in the air
conditioned Fellowship Hall and
Gym in June and July!

Come climb the mountain (hint,
hint) with the pastors this summer!

Taize

This service takes place every fourth Wednesday at
8:15pm.

What is Taize? This is a service of songs, silence, and
scripture. It began in 1940 amid the violence of World
War Il in France. In line with these beginnings, Taize
prayer is intended to suspend time for the parishioner.
The simplistic songs are meant to be a chant that become
prayers, while the silence invites one to talk to God, or
more importantly, for God to speak to you.

Next service: Wednesday, July 26 at 8pm
Outdoor at the Labyrinth at the Library.




We continue to grow with our
newest member!
Joey Noszek

New Member!

Farewell lunch for
Barbara Bruce before her
move to NC.

Farewell Lunch

Hazel Cofield,
our oldest church
member (101 in
September!) hosted
Barrett at her home in
May. Wonderful
fellowship!

Hazel Cofield

Family from
Ukraine

Julie and John Chesnutt welcomed the Minnieve Family from

Ukraine on Sunday who they are sponsoring to Atlanta for two

years. The mother, father and two sons will be staying with the
Chesnutts until they find an apartment and get settled.




Mailing address:

MVPC
P.0. Box 76051 CHURCH OFFICE

Sandy Springs, GA 30358 HOURS

MONDAY-THURSDAY

Church Office 8AM-4PM
404.955.9911 FRIDAY 8AM - 2PM

Church Office will be
closed Monday &
Tuesday, ,July 3 & 4

IF MARY IS THE MOTHER
OF JESUS, AND JESUS IS
THE LAMB OF GOD, DOES
THAT MEAN MARY HAD

LITTLE LAMB?

Church Bulletin Blooper:
"Pastor is on vacation. Massages can be given to church
secretary."

Photos courtesy of: Dee Bradford-Smith, Donna Martin,
Beppie Lever, Barrett Abernethy , Isaac Toney-Schmitt

The Spring/Summer Issue of
THE MVPC MEMBERS' GIFT OF WISDOM
is available in the Narthex.

4th of July
Holiday

Lost & Found

"Here's Your
Sign"






