A Letter From
The Pastor

BY REV. BARRETT ABERNETHY

Leaving a Legacy

On Sunday, May 7 MVPC will
celebrate Legacy Sunday. Legacy
Sunday is an opportunity for the
church as a whole and individuals
like you to prayerfully consider
how the Saints that follow you can
serve God and live out God’s
mission here at Mount Vernon. In
my relatively short tenure as your
pastor, I can tell you these gifts
have proven to be critical to
sustaining the mission of the
church. Here are some examples:
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Sustains the Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Foundation

Gifts that have been given at the time
of death to the Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Foundation have been
critical to the mission mindset that
shapes the core of the MVPC
identity. Through gifts from people
that you have shared the pews with,
the Foundation Board has been able
to fund priorities within the church
(Youth mission trips in the past and
more recently the Seminary Intern
position held by Shari Freeman), as
well as priorities for our mission
partners (CAC, Los Ninos Primero,
Alliance for Children Everywhere,
The Mount Vernon School, and
others). To date, your gifts have
allowed more than $500,000 to be
given to various mission partners.
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Enables MVPC to Meet
Infrastructure Needs

Last year with the church needing
sufficient funds to meet their share
of costs to replace an aging HVAC
unit in the sanctuary, MVPC was
blessed with an anonymous gift.
This gift had been planned by the
donor to be received upon their
death, but seeing the great need in
the present, this person was kind
enough to go ahead and bequeath
the funds. This allowed us to do
two important things: (1) We were
able to meet our financial
obligations and (2) do so without
further dipping into our reserve
funds. As you know, our church
plant is significant and the need to
meet these important needs will
only grow over time. Giving a gift
of this kind will be essential to the
church sustaining its mission.

Endow a Particular Ministry
Leaving a Legacy can also be a gift
to a particular ministry. Each
Sunday, our church benefits from
having paid staff singers bolster

This is partially due to a fund
left in the name of Polly
Russell. Polly and her husband,
Gadson (Gad), were longtime
church members and lived,
coincidentally, in the Mount
Vernon Woods home now
owned by Steve and Shelley
Ray. Because of this Legacy gift,
we are able to enjoy a more
fulfilling worship experience.
There are many ministries you
can endow- from children to
music, personnel to mission-
we encourage you to speak with
some of our church leaders and
share with them what you want
to help sustain.

We hope you will join us May 7.
Whether you are ready to leave
a legacy or want to simply learn
more at our Fox Brothers BBQ
luncheon afterward, we hope
you will be present so together
we can envision a sustainable
future.

Grace and Peace,

the joyful noise we ring in God’s Barrett
name.
January 1 - March 31, Actual YTD 2023 Budget
2023
Member Giving
Pledge $155,323 $421,275
Member Giving
Noor. Plodgs $13,128 $60,000
Non member giving
& Loose offering $1,934 $9,000
Total Received $170,385 $540,275

2023 Session Members
&

Ministry Teams

Moderator(s),
Rev. Barrett Abernethy
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

Clerk of Session
David Hill

Christian Education
Mary McClurg
Meg Christian

Congregational Care
Pat Bartee
Htet Nyunt

Fellowship
David Barclift

Finance/Administration/
Stewardship

Charlie Gray

John Hibbard

Outreach
Beppie Lever
Braegan Abernethy

Senior Adults
Dee Bradford-Smith

Witness
TBD

Worship

Gloria Gillespie
Malinda Holmes
Amy Kiley




HOLY WEEK & EASTER




OUTREACH

The March Communion Offering for the Food Pantry at Columbia Theological
Seminary enabled us to completely fill their Food Pantry with nonperishable food and
toiletries. The representatives for Student Formation were thrilled, and we shared
with them pictures of our blue bags, shopping list, and Happenings articles so they
could have that as a resource for other congregations

Beppie Lever, an amazing volunteer and friend
to CAC, was awarded the prestigious Mitzi O’
Connell Care & Compassion Award. This award
recognizes a volunteer that not only goes above
and beyond in contributing to CAC’s mission,
but also someone that exemplifies the personal
empathy and geniality that helps CAC connect
to our neighbors in need with trust and
understanding.
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LEARNING ALONG WITH
Shari Freeman

On April 20, 12 MVPC members attended the “Come See Columbia” event at Columbia
Theological Seminary. We started our morning with an inspiring worship service led by
two Columbia students who are scholarship recipients from the Columbia Friendship
Circle (and are both friends of mine!). We then attended a lecture led by one of
Columbia’s professors. Dr. William Brown’s lecture was on ecological themes in the Bible.
Dr. Brennan Breed talked about the different images of God that we see throughout the
Old and New Testaments. A few of us chose to sit in a Theology class lecture led by Dr.
Tim Hartman and Dr. Martha Moore-Keish. After the lecture, we had a delicious lunch in
the Columbia dining room and learned more about the work of the Columbia Friendship
Circle. Several of us ended our visit with a tour of Mission Haven, a ministry of the
Presbyterian Women, which provides housing for missionaries transitioning between
different field assignments. I was thankful to have so many Mount Vernon members on
campus with me, sharing a bit of my Seminary journey. Thank you to the Senior Adult
Ministry Team for coordinating this event!
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Spring Cleaning
for our Outreach

Youth Sunday

Partners!

The Choir enjoyed
some of Barrett's
homemade bread
pudding!




WORSHIP

Taize

This service takes place every fourth Wednesday at
8:15pm.

What is Taize? This is a service of songs, silence, and
scripture. It began in 1940 amid the violence of World
War Il in France. In line with these beginnings, Taize

prayer is intended to suspend time for the parishioner.
The simplistic songs are meant to be a chant that become

prayers, while the silence invites one to talk to God, or
more importantly, for God to speak to you.

Next service: Wednesday, May 24 at 8:15pm.
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Summer at MVPC

Join us for casual worship in the air
conditioned Fellowship Hall and
Gym in June and July!

Come climb the mountain (hint,
hint) with the pastors this summer!






