MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER/OUTDOOR
MAY 14,2023 + 10:30 AM

T For those who are able, please stand.

GATHERING
GATHERING MUSIC “Rest on Us” Emi Lutz, Guitar
Maverick City Music
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Barrett Abernethy

OPENING PRAYER

1+ CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: Morning has broken!

ALL: A morning when we celebrate motherhood and maturity!

ONE: Let us witness the work of Christ amid creation.

ALL: Let us rejoice in the journey taken and the one to come.

ONE: In this present, may the Holy Spirit embody the branches that surround and breathe new

life in us.

ALL: Yes! Let us worship God!

+ MORNING SONG #487 “When Morning Gilds the Skies”
LAUDES DOMINI

When morning gilds the skies, my heart awaking cries:
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer to Jesus I repair:
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find:
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss?
My comfort still is this:

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Let earth’s wild circle round in joyful notes resound:
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky from depth to height reply:
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine:
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song through all the ages long:
May Jesus Christ be praised!



This prayer is
nearly a
growing vine
with its
interwoven
themes of
growth,
mothering,
nourishment,
and
graduation.
The music
alongside the
texts adds to
the
interconnecte
d-ness at the
heart of this
prayer.

+ PRAYER OF HOPE

+ RESPONSE

SENIOR RECOGNITION

Rev. Abernethy
Holy Vinegrower, through your creative imagination you envisioned all that is
before us; the sun, clouds, trees, and seas. From this plenty came the fruit of life in
the form of your Son, Jesus Christ. On this day, we celebrate his life and how
through him, we have seen life branch forth like a towering oak. Strong during the
storms, comforting amid the heat, and a breath of fresh air when everything seems
to close in. May your branches be with us this morning and all the mornings to

come ..

(sing “Wherever I May Wander”)
Wherever I may wander, Wherever I may be,
I'm certain of my Maker’s love; God’s care is over me.

We pray for these young men and women as they graduate and prepare for a new
day. We celebrate the promise you have placed within them. Assure them of your
presence when they are in need of those moments to reflect, discern, and wonder
where and how they are called. We pray for mothers this day as well. In this village,
we celebrate the many ways motherhood is expressed and shared. This calling
reminds us of the great commission we live out in our common journey. We give
thanks for the love that prunes our hollowness as well as the love that allows us to
bloom ...

(sing “Wherever I May Wander”)
Wherever I may wander, Wherever I may be,
I'm certain of my Maker’s love; God's care is over me.

Holy Vinegrower, be with all your church this morning, continue to prune, water,
and cultivate us so that this courtyard can be a witness to new branches that bear
fruit and inspire hope. In your holy name we pray...

+ ASSURANCE OF PARDON

ONE: ...In the name of Jesus, we have hope!
ALL: Thanks be to God.

“Wherever I May Wander”
NEW ENGLAND

Throughout the whole creation I see God’s loving care
For everyone in every land, God's children everywhere.
Wherever I may wander, Wherever I may be,

I'm certain of my Maker’s love; God’s care is over me.

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
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+ PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.)

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Toney-Schmitt
SCRIPTURE John 15:1-5
HOMILY “Abiding”
RESPONSE
1+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed) Rev. Toney-Schmitt

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Shari Freeman

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY “Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth” Magdalena Wér, Soloist

Mothering God, you gave me birth in the bright morning of this world.

. ; These lyrics
Creator, source Of every breath, you are my rain, my wmd, my sun.

were inspired
by writings of

Mothering Christ, you took my form, offering me your food of light,

the 14th
grain of life, and grape of love, your very body for my peace. century
. . . . . Christian
Mothering Spirit, nurturing one, in arms of patience hold me close, mystic, Julian
so that in faith I root and grow until I flower, until I know. of Norwich.

1+ DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Tara Allen, Julie Barber, Lisa Cumming, Shelly Ray



SENDING

+ SONG FOR DISMISSAL “Here I Am, Lord”

HEREI AM, LORD
This hymn
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard My people cry. emerges from
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. Isaiah 6:8 and
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. :‘I::ls;c;r;mg
Who will bear My light to them? Whom shall I send? Roman
Catholic
Rafai e, D
Here I am Lord. Isit I, Lord?
I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if You lead me.
I will hold Your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them, They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak My word to them. Whom shall I send? (refrain)
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give My life to them. Whom shall I send? (refrain)
+ BENEDICTION Rev. Abernethy
POSTLUDE "They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love" Donna Maini

arr. Carol Tornquist

Leading Today’s Worship Service
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor

Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor
Donna Maini, Accompanist
Magdalena Wér, Mezzo-Soprano
Shari Freeman, Seminary Intern
Emi Lutz, Guitarist

If you are interested in joining MVP Church,
go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag and a little gift.

We are located at:
471 Mount Vernon Hwy., NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

mvpchurch.org

Our mailing address is:
P.O. Box 76051
Sandy Springs, GA 30358




MVPC Announcements....
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Welcome! We are glad to worship with you today!

Visitors & Membership: Please go to our website: mvpchurch.org, contact our church office at
404.255.2211, or speak with one of our pastors after the service. If you are interested in joining MVP
Church, please stop at the Welcome Table in the Narthex and pick up a visitor bag.

Upcoming Services/Events:

May 21 “Stay in the City”, Luke 24:44-53, Rev. Barrett Abernethy
Communion & Ascension of the Lord Sunday

May 28 “Spiritual Language”, Acts 2:1-21, Rev. Barrett Abernethy
Pentecost Sunday, wear red!

NS}&} Men’s Breakfast: Next Sunday, May 21, 8:30am in the Fellowship Hall. All men are
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Sady S Senior Adults will be book sorting again for the Sandy Springs Education Force in
y Spring ;
EDUCATIONfORCE Gailey Hall, May 21, 5pm. Sign Up in the Narthex.

Atlanta Braves: We have secured 40 seats to the Braves game on Sunday, June 11
after worship. Please use the SignUp Genius on our website or the sign up sheet in
the Narthex. The seats cost $25 each. Please make checks payable to MVPC.

Legacy Sunday: We had a wonderful worship service and lunch last week. If you are
still contemplating how you might leave a legacy, please reach out to MVP
Foundation President, John Allen; or Finance Chair, Charlie Gray.

Summer at MVPC: We will have our Sunday worship services in the Fellowship Hall
beginning Sunday, June 4 so that the installation of the new HVAC system in the
Sanctuary Building can begin. We anticipate holding worship in the Fellowship Hall
for June & July.

Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the pew as you
greet your neighbor!

May 14, 2023




Make sure to follow us
on social media to stay
up to date!
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ADULT

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

May 1-10

Pledge Member Giving
Member Giving Non-Pledge

Youth: Our last meeting before the summer will be TODAY, May 14.

The MVPC Members’ Gift of Wisdom: May-Aug. issue will be available in the Narthex
and the Information Centers in May.

Our May Communion Offering is for the summer camp program of Stirred-Up
Ministries, an enrichment program for at-risk youth in the East Lake area of Atlanta. In
addition to the summer camp program, Stirred-Up Ministries offers year-round
support to these youth and their families including after school tutoring and
mentoring, family counseling and intervention, and a food pantry for emergency
needs. Please grab a “Blue Shopping for Outreach Bag” in the Narthex after the
service.

Presbyterian Women: The Day Circle met last Tuesday. Sarah Chalpan taught our
last lesson in the Bible study: Sabbath and Community. The Book Circle met on
Friday and reviewed Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles. We will not meet again until
August - have a wonderful summer! Circle of Grace will not meet in May.

Adult Sunday School: Discovery meets in the Chapel and is using the book “The
Present Word”. Crossroads meets in the Session Room and is studying “Mere
Christianity” by C. S. Lewis. Contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt for more information.

Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministries has reached a milestone: 80,000 Stephen
Leaders trained in U.S. and worldwide! Each of these leaders has trained and led a
group of 5-25 Stephen Ministers in their church. How happy we are to have so many
Christian laypersons trained and skilled in caring for others and equally happy we
have Stephen Ministers in our own congregation! If you have a problem that has
grown too big to handle alone or is interfering with your life, please call on this
group: Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader, to get connected to this ministry.

Do you feel a need for prayer? Have our Prayer Vine pray for you! Email your
requests to pbartee@yahoo.com or call the church office at 404.255.2211.

Prayer Concerns: Becky, David Barclift, David Cullen, Eliana, Dave Malloy, Frank
Mayer, Karen Morine, Neil Morrison, Andy Nelson, Lindsey Nelson, and people of
Ukraine, Myanmar, Turkey, and Zambia.

Attendance: 5/7/23 Worship 124
Online 20

Financial Update

Non-Member Giving &

Loose Offering

Total

Actual Actual YTD 2023 Budget
$ 4,560 $ 216,088 $471,275
$ 425 $ 25,253 $ 60,000
$ 130 $ 2,842 $ 9,000
$ 5,115 $ 244,183 $540,275

If you have any announcements that you would like to appear in the Happenings or Good News,

please email them to debbie@mvpchurch.org



