
John Henry 
Hopkins Jr., 
an Episcopal 
Priest, 
composed 
both the 
lyrics and 

music for 
this 
Christmas 
carol in 
1857 while 
he was a 
seminary 
student, for 
use in a 
Christmas 
pageant at 
the school. 



The Society of 
Biblical 
Literature 
published an 
updated 
edition of the 
NRSV in 
November 
2021. One of 
the revisions 
was to change 
the name of 
Jesus’ visitors 
in Matthew 2 
from “wise 
men” to 
“magi.” Magi 
is consistent 
with the 
original Greek 
text. 



The 
patriarchal 
language 
found in the 
Heidelberg 
Catechism 
reflects the 
16th century. 
The PCUSA 
maintains 
each 
confession's 
original 
language, 
reflecting the 
document's 
historical 
nature. 
Newer 
confessions 
use more 
inclusive 
language. 
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