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A Letter From
The Pastor

BY REV. BARRETT ABERNETHY

What's Happening with Our Youth?

Last month, I had the opportunity to
join with our youth in Gailey Hall as
we volunteered for the Sandy Springs
Education Force. This is a new
partnership to help local students and
their families get access to supplies and
books. Our job that Sunday evening
was to organize these materials. What I
loved about this opportunity is that it
was a glimpse of what our youth and
our church embodies in this moment.
We had people of all ages and abilities
gathered, and our youth welcomed
them into “their” space and together
we lived into the image of the Mount
Vernon community. Later, I would ask
youth members Ben Barber and Kyle

Cumming to name one thing

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt has taught
them and they replied, “He is a
welcoming, open guy. He talks to
everyone the same. He leads by
example and connects everything to
God.” This example was carried out
by our youth that night.

In addition to continuing this
monthly mission work with the
Sandy Springs Education Force, the
youth have a big November planned.
During the first weekend, Isaac will
be leading middle school youth like
Samantha Fifield down to Camp
Calvin for a retreat with other area
Presbyterian Churches. They will
draw on Matthew 25- “the least of
these”- as they connect to God
through worship, workshops, and
fellowship. The following weekend
our high school youth will enjoy a
two-night camping trip in the north
Georgia mountains with Isaac.
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Beyond quality time for boys and
their dads, who will also join on
the trip, there will be time for
devotion and mission planning for

the winter and spring seasons.

Please continue to support our
youth. We always need someone to
provide food when they gather on
Sunday evenings from 5-6:30pm
in Gailey Hall and Isaac would like
volunteers to serve as a second
adult to meet the needs of our
youth protection policy. Finally,
and most importantly, pray for
our youth as they are formed by
God here at Mount Vernon to go
out and serve this world.
Encourage them to engage in
hopefulness and show them that
the peace of Christ is very much

alive.

May you have a blessed
Thanksgiving and I look forward
to sharing the Advent and

Christmas season with you.

Barrett

MVPC Youth volunteering their time for the

Sandy Springs Education Force.

January - September 30,

2022 Actual YTD 2022 Budget
Member Giving Pledge $379,427 $449,000
Member Giving Non- $34.943 $60,000
Pledge ’ ’
Non member giving &
. $6,719 10,000
Loose offering
Total Received $421,089 $519,000

2022 Session Members &
Ministry Teams

Moderator
Rev. Barrett Abernethy

Clerk of Session
David Hill

Christian Education
Mary McClurg

Congregational Care
Pat Bartee

Fellowship
David Barclift

Finance/Administration/
Stewardship

Charlie Gray

John Hibbard

Qutreach

Carol Beckman
Beppie Lever
Brent Schwieger

Senior Adults
Mary Kilgore

Witness
Angie Hawthorne
Dee Bradford-Smith

Waorship

Gloria Gillespie
Malinda Holmes
Amy Kiley

Youth
Kyle Cumming




PUMPKIN PALOOZA!




THE ZAMBIAN COLLEGE
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The Zambian College

Scholarship Program

y

Eight years ago we established the Zambia College Scholarship fund for deserving students. These
students must have successfully completed high school, be very bright, motivated and demonstrate
extreme financial need. The fields of study include Health Sciences, Clinical Medical Sciences,
Pharmacy, Education, Teaching & Engineering. We strive to keep 9 to 12 students enrolled in college
at all times.

This effort requires that $10,000 be raised each year. The initial $5,000 in seed money is in place
and now we are seeking contributions from the congregation and friends of MVPC to reach the goal.
You have supported this mission faithfully for 8 years and we ask that you do so again. This mission
has, is and will change the lives of the students, their families and their communities.

We thank you for your loyal support.
Stan and Ann Williams

To make a contribution please make a check payable to MVPC and mark 'for Zambia College fund' in
the memo line, or give online on our website: mypchurch.org/give/ & select Zambia College
Scholarship-Stan
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THE ZAMBIAN COLLEGE
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Education:
A way out of Poverty.

The Zambian College Scholarship Fund was established eight years ago out of a desire
to help vulnerable students who have graduated from high school in Zambia obtain a
college education. The scholarship program gives priority for enrollment to orphans and
materially deprived students. So far, fourteen students have graduated through this
program with five more graduating in 2023,

We aim to sponsor twelve students total in 2023, by adding three students to our current
roster of nine. There is no way for us to truly understand the difference education can
make in the lives of these students. You are helping to make dreams a reality!

T An Update on

- Francis Hanyama
Francis is pursuing a degree in Computer Technology and will graduate at the end of
2023 after finishing his school work towards this end. He says that before this
scholarship program, he was unable to really concentrate on his work as he was
constantly worried about paying for school and how that would happen. He has had
many challenges in life but says, "Through it all, | thank the Almighty that He has sent
forth His people to help my household with my education. | believe education will
help my family from lacking basic needs.

Innocent Chileshe
Innocent is studying to be a Pharmacist. He reports that this year, he has better
results in his studies than he has had before and he credits the support of this
program for helping him to succeed. He says that this year has been hard but, "|
have hope and happiness because you and | both are convinced that our Creator
Almighty is and will be with us as long as we remain in faith and hopeful in Him
who created us and gives us life each and every day!"

Esther Phiri

Esther is in her third year studying Education. This year, she began her first

student teaching assignment at a local government school and she is loving it so

far! She is so grateful for the help she receives through this program. She says, "I

§ 't really want to say thank you for the help you generously render me. | may not be

able to repay you, but God Almighty will continue to bless and flourish the work

of your hands. The support and love that you have shown me gives me the
means and a reason to help someone else someday!"

Chishala Misozi

Chishala is working on a diploma in Food Production at the Institute of i ‘
Hospitality and Tourism. He is grateful for the generosity of this program that &3
helps him continue his path to becoming a professional chef. He says, "Your
gift gives me hope, words cannot express how appreciative | am. | may not be

able to show you my thankfulness, but | am grateful.”

Current Students:

Innocent Chileshe - Pharmacy, Graduating 2023

Esther Phiri - Education, Graduating 2023

Erick Muyenyembe - Education, Graduating 2023

Jacob Kwangu - Education, Graduating 2023

Patrick Mubanga - Engineering, Graduating 2023

Kelvin Kabwe - Engineering, Graduating 2023

Francis Hanyama - Computer Technology, Graduating 2023
Chitalu Taonga - Music, Graduating 2025

Chishala Misozi - Food Production, Graduating 2024
Leonard Sakala - Medicine/Surgery, Graduating 2028
Guide Zulu - Heavy Equipment Engineering, Graduating 2025
Gift Mbaso - Clinical Medicine, Graduating 2025

For More Info: Stan Williams aswilliams@bellsouth.net 404.245.6749



Blessing of the Animals
October 2

Inquirers Luncheon

October 9

Small Group

Congregational Care at
work!




This § That

= CHURCH OFFICE
Mailing address:
MVPC HOURS
P.O. Box 76051 MONDAY-THURSDAY

Sandy Springs, GA 30358 8AM-4PM
FRIDAY 8AM - 2PM

Did you know
Steve Ray and
Debbie
Nysewander are
notaries?

Connection
Snacks

Daylight Saving
Time
Ends
November 6

(Turn your clocks

Church Bulletin Blooper:
"The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb
entertainment, and gracious hostility."

Photos courtesy of: Gloria Gillespie, Christy Hill, Steve
Ray, Dee Bradford-Smith, Shari Freeman, Donna Martin,
Carrie Southard

The Fall Issue of
THE MVPC MEMBERS' GIFT OF WISDOM
Is available online or in the Narthex.



Senior Adults

Day Trip, Oct. 22
Tallulah Gorge
Sky Valley
Dry Falls
Jaemor Farms






