
! GATHERING !"
____________________


RINGING OF THE BELLS	 	 	 	    


WELCOME,  ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER OF INVOCATION	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Rev. Barrett Abernethy


CALL TO WORSHIP 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   	 	 	 	 	           	 	 	   Rev. Abernethy

	 ONE:	Welcome to a house of worship that knows our brokenness

	 ALL:	 We confront it every day with an awakened and engaged commitment to God

	 ONE:	Welcome to our community that knows God’s forgiveness

	 ALL:	 We rejoice in it every week by the living waters poured out for us

	 ONE:	Welcome to our worship that rests on hope and reconciliation

	 ALL:	 We pursue it in each moment with love, just like God loves us.

	 ONE:	Welcome, and let us worship God!


MORNING SONG	                              “All Creatures of Our God and King”

LASST UNS ERFREUEN


All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam, 

O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 


Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 

ye clouds that sail in heav'n along, O praise him, alleluia! 

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice, 
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 


Let all things their Creator bless, 

and worship him in humbleness, O praise him, alleluia! 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, three in one, 

O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION              	 	 	 	 	 	 	    	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                Rev. Abernethy

Merciful God, each of our paths of discipleship twist and turn in pursuit of you. 

Some twists seem easier to handle than others, some seem to keep us moving in circles. 

Some are just assumptions that we will get there in the end, so what’s the point of trying so hard? 

Oh God, we confess that we do not always understand true discipleship. 

Guide us; walk us to the daily practices of prayers and study with old and new friends; 

point out the twists and turns that you will join us on. Equip us to sense our faith anew each day. 

Restore us in you…Amen.
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† For those who are able, please stand.

†


†


†



ASSURANCE OF PARDON	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                Rev. Abernethy

	 ONE: …In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

	 ALL: Thanks be to God.


RESPONSE 	 	                                    “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”

ST. ANNE


Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,

Be Thou our guard while life shall last, And our eternal home.


CHILDREN’S MOMENT 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                Rev. Abernethy 

(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.)


PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.)


! THE WORD !"
____________________


PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      	 	 	 	 	 	    Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt


SCRIPTURE	                                                                Acts 2:42-47 	 	 


HOMILY	 	 	 	 	 	                       	     Lifelong Discipleship


! RESPONSE !"
____________________


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (FROM THE CONFESSION OF BELHAR)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	        	 	 	 Rev. Toney-Schmitt

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus 
Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, that the church is 
called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new 
heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells. 


We believe that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and death, and therefore 
also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit will enable 
the church to live in a new obedience which can open new possibilities of life for society and the world.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                            Rev. Abernethy

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.


SONG IN RESPONSE                                             “If Ye Love Me”	 	 	   

Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) • Arr. Crawford R. Thoburn


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                        	 	 	 	 	 	 	     David Barclift
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†


†


†



†


†


We are located at

471 Mount Vernon Hwy, NE


Sandy Springs, GA 30328

mvpchurch.org

! SENDING !"
____________________


SONG FOR DISMISSAL 	      		 	 	   	 	             “Be Thou My Vision”

SLANE


Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art—

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.


Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, Thou mine inheritance, now and always:

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art.


Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.


BENEDICTION	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     Rev. Toney-Schmitt


POSTLUDE	 	     	 	 	     	 	                         “Chaconne”       	                                     	 	     Dr. Kenneth Sass

Louis Couperin (c. 1626-1661)


!"!"!"!"!


Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor


Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor

Dr. Kenneth Sass, Principal Organist


Shari Freeman, Seminary Intern


We thank you for worshipping with us today. 

If you are so moved and would like to give a tithe or offering,


there are collection plates as you exit.


If you are interested in joining MVP Church, 

go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag with a little gift 


and someone will be there to greet you.


Our mailing address is

P.O. Box 76051


Sandy Springs, GA  30358
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