
! GATHERING !"
____________________


RINGING OF THE BELLS	 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    

WELCOME,  ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER OF INVOCATION	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Rev. Barrett Abernethy


CALL TO WORSHIP 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   	 	 	 	 	           Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

	 ONE:	We return again to the waters.

	 ALL:	 We are thankful you welcome us back.

	 ONE:	Often we think of baptism as a ritual of long ago.

	 ALL:	 Remind us today that baptism comes from the fire of the Holy Spirit.

	 ONE:	A Spirit that burns continuously, 

	 ALL:	 and calls us to come back to the waves that spring up like flames.

	 ONE:	Hence our call to you this day:

	 ALL:	 Enflame our faith and let us worship God!


MORNING SONG	                                                 “Amazing Grace”

AMAZING GRACE


Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,

That saved a wretch like me!


I once was lost, but now am found,

Was blind, but now I see.


’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,

And grace my fears relieved;


How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed!


When we’ve been there ten thousand years,

Bright shining as the sun,


We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

Than when we’d first begun.
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† For those who are able, please stand.

†


†




PRAYER OF CONFESSION              	 	 	 	 	 	 	    	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	        Rev. Toney-Schmitt

God of redemption, the baptismal covenant is one that goes beyond you and me. 

It is a promise shared as a community of faith. That is what truly inspires spiritual vitality. 

Teach us that it is not something we can quantify or improve. 

We know it's delivered through your eternal grace. So walk us to the font this day.

Walk us there to know we are forgiven.

Walk us there to know we are enough.

Walk us there to know that like your waters and your flame, we can make this walk again and again 

and know that the baptism we received by you never ceases, but continually cleanses and restores…


ASSURANCE OF PARDON	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

	 ONE: …In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

	 ALL: Thanks be to God.


RESPONSE 	 	                                                      “Glory to God”

GLORIA (Taizé)


Glory to God, glory to God, 

glory to God in the highest!

Glory to God, glory to God, 


alleluia, alleluia!


WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBER 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      Clark Nelson


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (THE APOSTLES’ CREED)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	        	 	 	 	  

	 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

	 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

	 he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

	 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

	 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 

	 the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.


THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      Rose, Finley, Thomas, & Henry Nelson

	 PRESENTATION	


THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

THE BAPTISM

LAYING ON OF HANDS & ANOINTING


PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.)


(Children are invited to meet in the Narthex to depart for Sunday School)	
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†


†


†
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†


! THE WORD !"
____________________


DEDICATION OF ARTWORK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    Donna Martin, Artist


PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      	 	 	 	 	 	                       Rev. Abernethy


SCRIPTURE	                                                        Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 


HOMILY	 	 	 	 	 	                         …and of the Holy Spirit…


! RESPONSE !"
____________________


SONG IN RESPONSE                            “Acquaint Now Thyself with Him”	 	 	    Rebecca Shipley, Soprano

Michael Head (1900-1976)


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	             Malinda Holmes

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.


! SENDING !"
____________________


SONG FOR DISMISSAL 	      		 	 	   	 	   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”

HYMN TO JOY


Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, Opening to the sun above.


Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; Drive the gloom of doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day.


All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,

Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise.


Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flowery meadow, flashing sea,

Singing bird and flowing fountain, Call us to rejoice in Thee.


Mortals, join the happy chorusWhich the morning stars began;

Love divine is reigning o’er us, Joining all in heaven's plan.


Ever singing, march we onward,Victors in the midst of strife,

Joyful music leads us sunward In the triumph song of life.




We are located at

471 Mount Vernon Hwy, NE


Sandy Springs, GA 30328

mvpchurch.org

BENEDICTION	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     	 	   Rev. Abernethy


POSTLUDE	 	     	 	 	     	 	 	 	 	 	  “Finale”       	                                                    Dr. Kenneth Sass

Eugene Gigout (1844-1925)


!"!"!"!"!


Leading Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor


Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor

Matthias Young, Director of Worship

Dr. Kenneth Sass, Principal Organist


Shari Freeman, Seminary Intern


†

Our mailing address is

P.O. Box 76051


Sandy Springs, GA  30358
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