
! GATHERING !" ____________________ 

RINGING OF THE BELLS               

WELCOME,  ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER OF INVOCATION        Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

CALL TO WORSHIP                              Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
 ONE: Baptism is the beginning of the journey. 
 ALL: By entering the waters of the Jordan,  
    Jesus reveals how we must be cleansed to put on the clothes of Christ. 
 ONE: Let us witness this day what it means to see the spirit descending like a dove. 
 ALL: Let us witness this day what it means to be beloved, with whom God is well-pleased. 
 ONE: Let us continue on this path without undue haste nor undo delay. 
 ALL: For redemption, like the clouds, will open, and the light will shine brightly through Christ. 

MORNING SONG                                                   “Gather Us In” 
GATHER US IN 

Here in this place new light is streaming Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings Brought here to you in the light of this day 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken We shall arise at the sound of our name 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery We are the old who yearn for your face 
We have been sung throughout all of history Called to be light to the whole human race 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly Give us the courage to enter the song 

Here we will take the wine and the water Here we will take the bread of new birth 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters Call us anew to be salt for the earth 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion Give us to eat the bread that is you 
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 
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† For those who are able, please stand.

† 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                     Shari Freeman 
God of hope, so often we believe the vitality of a Church is correlated to the statistics it reports. The 
number saved, the money flowing in, the new members gained, and the amount of baptisms administered. 
Yet today we are reminded that redemption found at the font begins with discernment. Today, John the 
Baptist humbly reminds us that we should bow before Christ and consent to his sovereignty before we 
focus on our whims and achievements. For being baptized into Christ means we live into our own 
humanity- in tension with our knowledge, doubts, hopes, and fears. Invite us then to not celebrate what we 
put on paper, invite us to celebrate what we recognize when in the course of time we come to the font to be 
baptized or to remember our baptism. For that time is reserved for God's choosing, and not ours, and for 
that we give eternal thanks and praise… 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                   
 ONE: …In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
 ALL: Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSE                                                     “Lord, Prepare Me” 
SANCTUARY 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. 

                                 

! THE WORD !" ____________________ 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                          Rev. Abernethy 

SCRIPTURE                                                           Matthew 3:13-17           

HOMILY                                    …and of the Son… 

! RESPONSE !" ____________________ 

SONG IN RESPONSE                              “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
TRENTHAM 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost love, And do what Thou wouldst do. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, Until my heart is pure, 
Until with Thee I will one will, To do and to endure. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, Till I am wholly Thine, 
Until this earthly part of me Glows with Thy fire divine. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, So shall I never die, 
But live with Thee the perfect life Of Thine eternity. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                 Shari Freeman 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Confession of 1967)                Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
By humble submission to John’s baptism, Christ joined himself to men and women in their need and 
entered upon his ministry of reconciliation in the power of the Spirit. Christian baptism marks the 
receiving of the same Spirit by all his people. Baptism with water represents not only cleansing from sin, 
but a dying with Christ and a joyful rising with him to new life. It commits all Christians to die each day to 
sin and to live for righteousness. In baptism, the church celebrates the renewal of the covenant with which 
God has bound us to God ’s very self. By baptism, individuals are publicly received into the church to share 
in its life and ministry, and the church becomes responsible for their training and support in Christian 
discipleship. When those baptized are infants, the congregation, as well as the parents, has a special 
obligation to nurture them in the Christian life, leading them to make, by a public profession, a personal 
response to the love of God shown forth in their baptism. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                         Rev. Abernethy 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

! SENDING !" ____________________ 

SONG FOR DISMISSAL               “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
NETTLETON 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, Mount of God's unchanging love! 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, Interposed his precious blood. 

O to grace how great a debtor Daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above. 



We are located at 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy, NE 

Sandy Springs, GA 30328 
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BENEDICTION                                               Rev. Abernethy 

POSTLUDE                    “Finale”                                                           Dr. Kenneth Sass 
Eugene Gigout (1844-1925) 
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