
! GATHERING !" ____________________ 

RINGING OF THE BELLS               

WELCOME,  ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER OF INVOCATION                       Shari Freeman 

CALL TO WORSHIP                              Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
 ONE: In the beginning, darkness covered the deep,  
    And God said:  Let there be light. 
 ALL: The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 ONE: Through the words of the prophet, the Lord said: 
    When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. 
 ALL: The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 ONE: Do not fear, says the Lord; I am with you. 
    I have called you by name; you are mine. 
 ALL: The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 ONE: When Jesus was baptized by John, 
    Suddenly the heavens were opened. 
 ALL: The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 ONE: And as Jesus was coming out of the water, 
    The Spirit of God rested on him like a dove. 
 ALL: The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 ONE: And a voice said: You are my beloved Son; 
    With you I am well pleased. 
 ALL: The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 

MORNING SONG                                            “Morning Has Broken” 
BUNESSAN 

Morning has broken like the first morning; blackbird has spoken like the first bird.   
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!  

Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven, like the first dewfall on the first grass.  
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, sprung in completeness where God's feet pass.  

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, born of the one light Eden saw play!  
Praise with elation; praise every morning, God's re-creation of the new day!  

MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY ! BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
JANUARY 9, 2022 ! 10:30 AM 

† For those who are able, please stand.

† 

† 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                             Shari Freeman 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us part of the body of Christ. 
We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves, separated from one another. 
We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one another.  
We allow the past to hold us captive. 
In your loving-kindness, have mercy on us, and free us from sin. 
Fulfill the promises of our baptism so that we may rise to new life, and live together in grace. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                   
 ONE: …In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
 ALL: Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSE                                                        “Glory to God” 
GLORIA (Taizé) 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest! 
Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia! 

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM                    MVPC Pastors 
 PROFESSION OF FAITH 

…Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power 
in the world?  I do. 
Who is your Lord and Savior?  Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word and showing his love? I will, with God’s help. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                        
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;  
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
ASPERSION 

 RESPONSE                                                    “Baptized in Water” 
BUNESSAN 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King;  
Born of the Spirit, we are God's children; joyfully now God's praises we sing.  

                                 

! THE WORD !" ____________________ 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                          Rev. Abernethy 

SCRIPTURE                                                                Mark 1:1-11           

HOMILY                I Baptize You in the Name of the Father… 

† 

† 



† 

! RESPONSE !" ____________________ 

SONG IN RESPONSE                            “We Know That Christ is Raised” 
ENGELBERG 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.  
Embraced by death he broke its fearful hold, 

and our despair he turned to blazing joy. Alleluia!  

We share by water in his saving death.  
Reborn we share with him an Easter life 

as living members of a living Christ. Alleluia!  

The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 
The Spirit's power shakes the church of God.  

Baptized we live with God the Three in One. Alleluia!  

A new creation comes to life and grows 
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 

The universe, restored and whole, will sing: Alleluia! Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                     Joan Rownd 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                       Rev. Abernethy & Shari Freeman 
 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  ONE: The Lord be with you. 
  ALL: And also with you. 
  ONE: Lift up your hearts. 
  ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  ONE: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
  ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 PRAYER OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 



We are located at 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy, NE 

Sandy Springs, GA 30328 
mvpchurch.org

! SENDING !" ____________________ 

SONG FOR DISMISSAL                “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever” 
Martin Smith (b. 1970) 

Over the mountains and the sea 
Your river runs with love for me 

And I will open up my heart 
And let the Healer set me free 

I'm happy to be in the truth 
And I will daily lift my hands 

For I will always sing 
Of when Your love came down 

I could sing of Your love forever 
I could sing of Your love forever 
I could sing of Your love forever 
I could sing of Your love forever 

BENEDICTION                                               Rev. Abernethy 

POSTLUDE                      “Khorovod” from The Firebird                                               Ryan Sawyer 
Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971) 

!"!"!"!"!"

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 
Matthias Young, Director of Worship 

Shari Freeman, Seminary Intern 
Ryan Sawyer, Guest Pianist 
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Our mailing address is 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358
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