
! GATHERING !" ____________________ 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

INTROIT               “‘Sleepers, Wake!’ A Voice Astounds Us”      
Attr. Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608) • Harm. J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

PRELUDE                                   “Awake, the Voice is Calling Us” BWV 645                  Dr. Kenneth Sass 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER OF INVOCATION        Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                           Members circa 1990s 
 ONE: We came to this church because we were told it is a place that has a heart for mission. 
 ALL: Today we hear that mission means offering food to the hungry,  
    offering clothing to the naked, offering care to the sick… 
 ONE: That is why we are called to light the candle of joy. For joy is found in serving the least of these. 
 ALL: Let us find joy this Advent season,  
    lighting up the world through actions that connect earth with heaven. 
 ONE: To God be the Glory! Let us worship God! 

MORNING SONG #8                        “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 
TRURO 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, 
Behold, the King of glory waits; 

The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here! 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
Make it a temple, set apart 

From earthly use for heaven's employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

Redeemer, come! I open wide 
My heart to Thee: here, Lord, abide. 

Let me Thy inner presence feel; 
Thy grace and love in me reveal. 
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† For those who are able, please stand.

† 

† 

As we move from a time of fellowship in Connection to a time of worship in Church,  
let us enter the Sanctuary in a prayerful manner,  

and may we open our hearts and minds to worship God.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                     Shari Freeman 
 ONE: In the lives of neighbors who suffer brokenness and pain: 
 ALL: We confess you are still speaking! 
 ONE: In the struggle of the poor whose rights are not honored: 
 ALL: We confess you are still speaking! 
 ONE: In a world crying out for wisdom, love and mercy: 
 ALL: We confess you are still speaking! 
 ONE: In a world calling for the blessing of truth: 
 ALL: We confess you are still speaking! Bless us to hear! 
 ONE: Let us confess together: 
 ALL: We confess that in our lives we often hide behind our work and play, schools and jobs, fun and 
    fashion. We let ourselves get so busy that we forget the cause of the poor and the suffering. We 
     confess we allow the powers of this world to seduce us into selfishness and silence our witness.  
    Teach us to champion the cause of justice for all, strengthen us to love our neighbor and speak  
    truth no matter the penalty. (Silent Confession…) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                    Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
 ONE: …In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
 ALL: Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSE                                         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
VENI EMMANUEL 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                          Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.) 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

! THE WORD !" ____________________ 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                          Rev. Abernethy 

SCRIPTURE                                                          Matthew 25:31-46 
        
HOMILY                                         Eternal Action 
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! RESPONSE !" ____________________ 

SONG IN RESPONSE (See Insert)                “Canticle of the Turning” 
STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from a Brief Statement of Faith, Lines 7-18)                                 Shari Freeman                
We trust in Jesus Christ, 
Fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor 
and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, 
healing the sick 
and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, 
forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                       Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

OFFERTORY                            “For My Soul Thirsteth for God”           Dr. Roger Scanlan, Tenor 
from Psalm 42: Op. 42, No. 2 

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

DOXOLOGY             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                          Piper Neumann  



We are located at 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy, NE 

Sandy Springs, GA 30328 
mvpchurch.org

! SENDING !" ____________________ 

SONG FOR DISMISSAL #15          “Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers” 
LLANGLOFFAN 

Rejoice! Rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;  
The evening is advancing And darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising And soon He will draw nigh;  
Up, watch with expectation, At the midnight comes the cry. 

See that your lamps are burning, Replenish them with oil; 
Look now for your salvation, The end of sin and toil. 

The marriage feast is waiting, The gates wide open stand; 
Arise, O heirs of glory, The Bridegroom is at hand! 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, Thou Sun so longed for, Above this shadowed sphere! 

With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth's redemption, And ever be with Thee! 

BENEDICTION                                                   Rev. Abernethy  

CHORAL RESPONSE                                     “Amen”                                             
Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 

POSTLUDE                     “Awake, the Voice is Calling Us” Op. 5, No. 7                                Dr. Sass 
Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

         “Awake, the Voice is Calling Us” Op. 135a, No. 25                                
Max Reger (1873-1916) 

!"!"!"!"! 
Leading Today’s Worship Service 

Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 

Matthias Young, Director of Worship 
Dr. Kenneth Sass, Principal Organist 

Dr. Roger Scanlan, Tenor Soloist 
Shari Freeman, Seminary Intern 

We thank you for worshipping with us today. If you are so moved and would like to give a tithe or offering, 
there are collection plates as you exit. 

If you are interested in joining MVP Church, go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag with a little gift  
and someone will be there to greet you. 
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† 

†

Our mailing address is 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358
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