
! GATHERING !" ____________________ 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
INTROIT                                 “O Gladsome Light”      

Raymond Weidner (b. 1949) 
PRELUDE                                        “Prélude Solennel (Veni Emmanuel)”                         Dr. Kenneth Sass 

from An American Organ Mass 
Richard Purvis (1913-1994) 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER OF INVOCATION        Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                Members circa 1950-1960s 
 ONE: We gather here shaped by the eternal Word of Jesus Christ. 
 ALL: Today we learn from Christ that we must be ready, for we do not know the day nor hour. 
 ONE: Indeed, the Advent expectation calls us to recognize the timelessness of Christ.  
    A timelessness that we have seen as Christ has called us here again and again. 
 ALL: “Keep awake!” is our cry today. Let us light the candle of peace certain that Christ will come. 
 ONE: We light this candle knowing that this light will reveal what we have not seen  
    and point us to what we are called to see. 
 ALL: Amen! Let us worship God!  

MORNING SONG #12                                   “People, Look East” 
BESANÇON 

People, look east. !e time is near Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way. 

Furrows, be glad. !ough earth is bare, One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, !at in course the #ower may #ourish. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way. 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, Guard the nest that must be $lled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen God for #edging time has chosen. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way. 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, Bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way. (Continued on next page) 
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As we move from a time of fellowship in Connection to a time of worship in Church,  
let us enter the Sanctuary in a prayerful manner,  

and may we open our hearts and minds to worship God.



Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming With the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                     Shari Freeman 
God of watchfulness, through your Holy Spirit, we know you are always present in our lives. Whether or 
not we acknowledge this truth, it does not matter. You are there. In our brokenness and our triumphs, you 
are there. Yet our struggle, in our lack of patience, understanding, and humility, is that we long to seek 
certainty in our lives. We believe certainty allows us to sleep easy at night, but today your Son tells us to 
keep awake. Because when you do return in full glory heaven and earth will collide, bonding wholeness 
with brokenness. In this season of Advent, you call us to stay present with you, to live into the uncertainty, 
believing that as the nights grow longer, Jesus draws nearer… (Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                   
 ONE: …In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
 ALL: !anks be to God. 

RESPONSE                                         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
VENI EMMANUEL 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,  
!at mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                          Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.) 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

! THE WORD !" ____________________ 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                          Rev. Abernethy 

SCRIPTURE                                                         Matthew 24:36-44        

HOMILY                                         Eternal Time 

! RESPONSE !" ____________________ 

SONG IN RESPONSE #20                    “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” 
ABERYSTWYTH 

Watchman, tell us of the night, What its signs of promise are. 
Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, See that glory-beaming star. 
Watchman, does its beauteous ray Aught of joy or hope foretell? 

Traveler, yes; it brings the day, Promised day of Israel. 

Watchman, tell us of the night; Higher yet that star ascends. 
Traveler, blessedness and light, Peace and truth its course portends. 
Watchman, will its beams alone Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; See, it bursts o'er all the earth. (Continued on next page) 
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Watchman, tell us of the night, For the morning seems to dawn. 
Traveler, darkness takes its #ight, Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 
Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, Lo! the Son of God is come! 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (!e Apostles’ Creed)                                     Rev. Abernethy                    
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, su"ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci#ed, dead, and buried;  
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER             Rev. Abernethy & Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  ONE: !e Lord be with you. 
  ALL: And also with you. 
  ONE: Lift up your hearts. 
  ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  ONE: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
  ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 PRAYER OVER THE ELEMENTS & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. !y kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For !ine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD & COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

OFFERTORY                                     “Glasgow Love !eme”                        Matthias Young, Guitar 
Craig Armstrong (b. 1959) • Transcribed & Arr. by Matthias Young 

DOXOLOGY             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings #ow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                            Sarah Chalpan  



We are located at 
471 Mount Vernon Hwy, NE 

Sandy Springs, GA 30328 
mvpchurch.org

! SENDING !" ____________________ 

SONG FOR DISMISSAL #38 (v. 1, 4) “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
CAROL 

It came upon the midnight clear, !at glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, To touch their harps of gold; 

"Peace on the earth, good will to all, From heaven's all gracious King": 
!e world in solemn stillness lay, To hear the angels sing. 

For lo, the days are hastening on, By prophet bards foretold, 
When with the ever circling years Comes round the age of gold; 
When peace shall over all the earth Its ancient splendors #ing, 

And the whole world send back the song Which now the angels sing. 

BENEDICTION                                                   Rev. Abernethy  

CHORAL RESPONSE                                     “Amen”                                             
Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 

POSTLUDE                   “Lord Christ, the Only Son of God” BWV 601                         Dr. Sass 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

!"!"!"!"! 
Leading Today’s Worship Service 

Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 

Matthias Young, Director of Worship 
Dr. Kenneth Sass, Principal Organist 

Shari Freeman, Seminary Intern 

!e Quartet 
June Abbott, Soprano 

Magdalena Wór, Mezzo-Soprano 
Anthony Menardi, Tenor 
Nathan Abernethy, Bass 

We thank you for worshipping with us today. If you are so moved and would like to give a tithe or o!ering, 
there are collection plates as you exit. 

If you are interested in joining MVP Church, go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag with a little gift  
and someone will be there to greet you. 
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Our mailing address is 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358



 




