
! GATHERING !" ____________________ 

PRELUDE                                         “First Snow”                                 Matthias Young 
Paul O’Neill (1956-2017) of Trans-Siberian Orchestra 

               
WELCOME,  ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER OF INVOCATION        Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                    Shari Freeman 
 ONE: Come before winter! 
 ALL: !at is Paul's call to Timothy! 
 ONE: Come before winter! 
 ALL: It is also our call! 
 ONE: Who must you come for? 
 ALL: !e imprisoned, the deserted, the lonely, and the lost. 
 ONE: Who are they? 
 ALL: Sometimes they are the stranger, sometimes they are the neighbor,  
    and sometimes they are us. 
 ONE: Come before winter! 
 ALL: And let us worship God! 

MORNING SONG                                     “You’re Worthy of My Praise” 
David Ruis 

I will worship (I will worship) 
With all of my heart (With all of my heart) 

I will praise You (I will praise You) 
With all of my strength (With all of my strength) 

I will seek You (I will seek You) 
All of my days (All of my days) 

I will follow (I will follow) 
All of Your ways (All of Your ways) 

Refrain 
I will give You all my worship 
I will give You all my praise 
You alone I long to worship 

You alone are worthy of my praise 
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I will bow down (I will bow down) 
And hail You as King (And hail You as King) 

I will serve You (I will serve You) 
Give You everything (Give You everything) 

I will lift up (I will lift up) 
My eyes to Your throne (My eyes to Your throne) 

I will trust You (I will trust You) 
Trust You alone (Trust You alone) (to refrain) 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
Transcendent God, you meet us in courtyards and chapels, and you respond to us in each season. We 
witness you in the spring of new life, in the warmth of summer, and now in the crispness of the fall air. 
Because you meet us, and are present with us, we sometimes view your grace as a crutch. Sometimes we 
put o" that which needs to be done today, tomorrow. Remind us this day to live into Paul's call, to come 
before winter. For the coldness that is to come must be met with the kindness, love, and mercy that we 
witness in these days. Guide us to the places we are called to today. Perhaps it's right here, perhaps it's 
down the road, perhaps it's a phone call, perhaps it's a prayer. Whatever that place, we ask that your Son, 
Jesus Christ, lead us there, so that when the winter does come, we may feel the blanket, feel the #re, and 
witness the life that thrives through you. In your holy name we pray. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                   
 ONE: …In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
 ALL: !anks be to God. 

RESPONSE                                                         “Glory to God” 
GLORIA (Taizé) 

(Cantor will sing the verse, followed by the congregation.) 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory in the highest! 

Glory to God, Glory to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                          Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.) 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

! THE WORD !" ____________________ 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                          Rev. Abernethy 

SCRIPTURE                                                          2 Timothy 4:9-22           

HOMILY                                   Come Before Winter 
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! RESPONSE !" ____________________ 

SONG IN RESPONSE                       “Lord Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary” 
John W. !ompson • Randy Scruggs (1953-2018) 

Lord prepare me To be a sanctuary 
Pure and holy Tried and true 

With thanksgiving I'll be a living 
Sanctuary for You 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (!e Apostles’ Creed)                              Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, su"ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci#ed, dead, and buried;  
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                           Shari Freeman 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. !y kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For !ine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

OFFERTORY             “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For”                 
U2 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                     Braegan Abernethy  

! SENDING !" ____________________ 

SONG FOR DISMISSAL                          “!e Heart of Worship” 
Matt Redman (b. 1974) 

When the music fades all is stripped away And I simply come 
Longing just to bring something that's of worth !at will bless Your heart 

I'll bring You more than a song For a song in itself is not what You have required 
You search much deeper within !rough the way things appear 

You're looking into my heart 
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Refrain 
I'm coming back to the heart of worship 
And it's all about You all about You Jesus 
I'm sorry Lord for the thing I've made it 

When it's all about You all about You Jesus 

King of endless worth no one could express 
How much You deserve 

!ough I'm weak and poor all I have is Yours 
Ev'ry single breath 

I'll bring You more than a song 
For a song in itself is not what You have required 

You search much deeper within 
!rough the way things appear 

You're looking into my heart (to refrain) 

BENEDICTION                                               Rev. Abernethy 

POSTLUDE                 “First Snow” (Reprise)                                                Matthias Young 
Paul O’Neill (1956-2017) • Arr. Matthias Young 

!"!"!"!"!"

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 
Matthias Young, Director of Worship 

Shari Freeman, Seminary Intern 

We thank you for worshipping with us today. If you are so moved and would like to give a tithe or o!ering, 
there are collection plates as you exit. 

If you are interested in joining MVP Church, go to the Visitor’s Table to pick up a visitor bag with a little gift  
and someone will be there to greet you. 

† 

Our mailing address is 
P.O. Box 76051 

Sandy Springs, GA  30358
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