
✥ GATHERING ✥  ____________________ 

PRELUDE                    Concerto in D: RV 93, I. Allegro                        Scott Plato & Matthias Young 
Antonio Vivaldi (1678–1741) 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER OF INVOCATION                   Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

CALL TO WORSHIP             
 ONE: Soaring high like a great tree and covering the ground like a mustard bush, 
 ALL: God’s kingdom is near!  
 ONE: Lighting the way forward for all who search and wait, 
 ALL: God’s kingdom is near! 
 ONE: Calming storms and controlling death and destruction,  
 ALL: God’s kingdom is near! 
 ONE: Nurturing a harvest to change the world,  
 ALL: God’s kingdom is near! 
 ONE: Let us worship God!  

HYMN #308                                                  “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem” 
KINGSFOLD 

O sing a song of Bethlehem,  Of shepherds watching there, 
And of the news that came to them From angels in the air: 
!e light that shone on Bethlehem Fills all the world today; 

Of Jesus’ birth and peace on earth !e angels sing alway. 

O sing a song of Nazareth, Of sunny days of joy, 
O sing of fragrant "owers’ breath, And of the sinless Boy; 
For now the "owers of Nazareth In every heart may grow; 

Now spreads the fame of His dear Name On all the winds that blow. 

O sing a song of Galilee, Of lake and woods and hill, 
Of Him who walked upon the sea And bade the waves be still: 

For though, like waves on Galilee, Dark seas of trouble roll, 
When faith has heard the Master’s word, Falls peace upon the soul. 

O sing a song of Calvary, Its glory and dismay; 
Of Him who hung upon the tree, And took our sins away: 

For He who died on Calvary Is risen from the grave, 
And Christ, our Lord, by heaven adored, Is mighty now to save. 
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† For those who are able, please stand.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION                              Rev. Abernethy 
Merciful God, receive our honesty with your grace. Give us the courage to be vulnerable. 
Merciful God, we confess that we cause life to diminish instead of !ourish. We dismiss our neighbor’s experience as 
less important than our own experience. We support systems that oppress our neighbor and seem too big to change. 
We lose hope that our neighbor will listen to us fairly. We have less and less energy to pray for a change. Forgive us 
God, and "ll us with your Spirit. Excite us through a kingdom that brings a new way of life in your love for all. Bless 
us with the courage to act on our hope. May life !ourish here! Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 ONE: …In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
 ALL: #anks be to God. Amen. 

RESPONSE                   “Glory to God” 
GLORIA 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! 
Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia!  

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                              Rev. Abernethy 
(All children 5th grade and younger are invited to come forward for storytelling and prayer.) 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet each other with the peace of Christ, in a manner comfortable for one another.) 

✥ THE WORD ✥  ____________________ 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                      Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

SCRIPTURE                                               Mark 4:26-34           

HOMILY                        Which is to Say… 

✥ RESPONSE ✥  ____________________ 

SONG                                        “#y Word” 
Amy Grant 

Refrain 
!y Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 
!y Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 
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† 
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† 
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When I feel afraid 
And I think I've lost my way 

Still You're there right beside me 
Nothing will I fear 

As long as You are near 
Please be near me to the end (to refrain) 

I will not forget 
Your love for me and yet 

My heart forever is wandering 
Jesus be my guide 

And hold me to Your side 
I will love You to the end (to refrain) 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (!e Apostles’ Creed)                 Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  
su$ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci"ed, dead, and buried;  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                Rev. Toney-Schmitt 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. #y kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For #ine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

OFFERTORY                 Concerto in D: RV 93, II. Largo                         Scott Plato & Matthias Young 
Antonio Vivaldi (1678–1741) 

DOXOLOGY              “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings "ow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                         Rev. Abernethy 
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✥ SENDING ✥  ____________________ 

HYMN #370                  “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 
WOODWORTH 

Just as I am, without one plea 
But that !y blood was shed for me, 

And that !ou bidst me come to !ee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a con"ict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

Just as I am, !ou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because !y promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

Just as I am, !y love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down; 

Now, to be !ine, yea, !ine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

TOWN HALL                                   

BENEDICTION                                               Rev. Toney-Schmitt 

✥ ✥ ✥ ✥ ✥ 

We thank you for worshipping with us today. 
If you are so moved and would like to give a tithe or o!ering, 

there are collection plates in the Narthex as you exit. 

Leading Today’s Worship Service 
Rev. Barrett Abernethy, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, Associate Pastor 
Matthias Young, Director of Music 
Ryan Sawyer, Organist Apprentice 

Scott Plato, Guest Musician  
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